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REPORT. 


To  the  Honorahle 

the  House  of  Delegates : 

The  Committee  on  Elections,  to  wliom  were  referred  the  seve- 
ral memorials  contesting  and  defending  the  late  election  in 
Somerset  county  in  regard  to  the  offices  of  Clerk  of  the  Circuit 
Court,  Kegister  of  Wills,  and  Judges  of  the  Orphans'  Court  of 
said  county,  respectfully  report : 

That  able  and  learned  counsel  have  had  a  full  opportunity 
for  discussion  of  the  law  and  facts  and  for  the  examination  of 
witnesses  before  your  Committee,  whose  testimony  is  herewith, 
filed  as  part  of  this  report.  The  facts  as  shown  in  this  testi- 
mony, prove  beyond  a  shadow  of  doubt  that  there  was  no  elec- 
tion in  Somerset  county  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  November, 
1863,  the  day  appointed  by  law  for  holding  an  election.  In 
a  majority  of  the  districts  of  the  county,  soldiers  in  organized 
military  force  appeared  at  the  polls,  and  in  nearly  every  dis- 
trict where  they  appeared  they  had  the  charge  and  direction  of 
the  election,  the  judges  of  election  being  more  or  less  subordi- 
nate to  their  positive  and  direct  commands.  A  yellow  ticket 
appears  to  have  been  used  by  one  p^rty  throughout  the  county. 
The  evidence  is  conclusive  that  there  was  an  organized  and 
predetermined  effort  throughout  the  whole  county  to  use  mili- 
tary force  and  intimidation  to  affect  the  result  of  the  election. 
The  intention  so  to  do  was  publicly  proclaimed  by  the  military 
authorities  of  the  county. 


In  Princess  Anne,  the  military  arrested  tlie  Judges  after  only 
one  vote  had  been  polled,  and  the  polls  had  been  open  only 
fifteen  minutes,  and  the  polls  remained  closed  the  balance  of 
the  day. 

In  Tangier,  the  soldiers  administered  the  oath  to  the  judges 
and  allowed  none  but  the  yellow  ticket  to  be  voted.  They  did 
not  require  the  oath  prescribed  by  order  No.  53  of  Gen.  Schenck, 
but  refused  to  allow  any  ticket  but  the  "yellow  ticket"  to  be 
voted.  One  witness  (Dr.  Eider)  wanted  to  vote  for  Creswell 
and  Goldsborough,  the  candidates  on  the  yellow  ticket,  but  ob- 
jected to  voting  on  the  yellow  paper.  He  was  not  allowed  to 
vote  unless  he  would  vote  the  "yellow  ticket. 

In  Hungary  Neck  the  soldiers  required  all  who  voted  for  Mr. 
Crisfield  to  take  the  oath  prescribed  by  Order  No.  53.  The 
sergeant  required  the  judges  to  examine  all  the  tickets  so  far  as 
to  see  whether  Mr.  Crisfield's  name  was  on  them. 

In  Salisbury,  some  who  were  properly  qualified  were  not  al- 
lowed to  vote.  Joshua  S.  H.  Trader  was  not  offered  the  oath, 
but  was  told  that  under  the  general  orders  he  could  not  vote. 
Soldiers  were  in  possession  here  also. 

In  Tyaskin,  Brinkley's,  Potato  Neck,  Dublin,  Dames'  Quarter 
and  Lawson's,  an  organized  military  force  was  present  at  the 
polls,  and  in  most  of  these  districts  directed  the  proceedings. 

In  Trappe  soldiers  were  present  but  did  not  interfere  in  the 
conduct  of  the  election. 

From  this  brief  statement  of  facts  it  appears  that  in  the  so- 
called  election  the  following  principles  of  the  fundamental  law 
of  the  State  have  been  violated  : 

The  Declaration  of  Eights  : 

Art.  1.  That  all  government  of  right  originates  from  the 
people_,  &c.       . 

Art.  2.  That  the  people  of  this  State  ought  to  have  the  sole 
and  exclusive  right  of  regulating  the  internal  government,  &c. 

Art.  5.  *  *  *  Elections  ought  to  be  free  and  frequent, 
and  every  free  white  male  citizen  having  the  qualifications  pre- 
scribed by  the  Constitution,  ought  to  have  the  right  of  suffrage. 

The  Constitution,  article  1,  section  1.  Every  fjee  white  male 
person  of  twenty-one  years  of  age,  or  upwards,  who  shall  have 
been  one  year  next  preceding  the  election  a  resident  of  the 
State,  and  for  six  months  a  resident  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  or 
of  any  county  in  which  he  may  offer  to  vote,  and  being  at  the 
time  of  the  election  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  en- 


titled  to  vote  In  the  ward  or  election  district  in  which  he  resides 
in  all  elections  hereafter  to  be  held;  and  at  all  such  elections 
the  vote  sliall  be  taken  by  ballot,  &c. 

Also  the  following  provisions  of  the  Code  of  Public  General 
Laws  of  the  State  have  been  violated: 

*  Article  35,  Sections  1  and  6,  which  provide  who  shall  be 
Judges  of  Election,  and  do  not  give  to  the  militiiry  authorities 
the  power  of  appointing  said  judges. 

Section  9.  Every  judge  of  election,  before  he  proceeds  to  take- 
or  receive  any  vote,  shall  take  the  following  oath  :  "I,  A.  B., 
do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  permit  all  persons  to  vote  who 

shall  offer  to  poll  at  the  election,  now  to  be  held  for 

county  or city,  who,  IN  MY  JUDGMENT  shall,  ac- 
cording to  the  directions  contained  in  the  Constitution  and 
Laws,  be  entitled  to  poll  at  the  same  election,  &c. 

Section  14.  All  elections  shall  commence  at  nine  o'clock  in 
the  morning  of  the  respective  days  of  election,  and  shall  con- 
tinue without  adjournment,  and  be  closed  at  six  o'clock  in  tlie 
evening  of  the  same  day,  &c. 

Section  16.  If  any  Judge  of  an  Election  or  other  person,  after 
a  ballot  shall  be  delivered  in  and  before  the  poll  is  closed,  shall 
unfold  or  open  any  such  ballot  with  design  to  discover  the  name 
or  names  therein  contained,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
fifty  dollars. 

Section  23.  If  any  candidate  or  other  person  or  persons  shall 
practice  force  and  violence,  with  intent  to  influence  unduly  or 
to  overawe,  intercept,  or  hinder  any  election,  he  shall,  on  con- 
viction, &c. 

Section  24.  No  commissioned  or  non-commissioned  officer, 
&c.,  shall  muster  or  embody  any  of  the  said  troops,  or  march 
any  recruiting  party  witbin  the  view  of  any  place  of  election 
during  the  time  of  lidding  said  election,  under  the  penalty,  &c. 

From  authors  of  recognized  authority,  who  have  treated  on 
the  subject  of  tlie  law  of  elections,  the  following  extracts  and 
principles  are  derived  : 

"Riots,  likewise,  have  been  frequently  determined  to  make 
an  election  void,"  1  Bl.  Com.  179.  "Where  the  judges  of 
election  are  not  duly  appointed  or  do  not  duly  qualify,  or  con- 
duct in  so  illegal  and  arbitrary  a  manner  as  to  violate  tlie  free- 
dom of  election,  the  whole  })roceedings  will  be  void."  dish- 
ing's  Law  of  Leg.  Assembly,  p.  T2. 

"That  secrecy  is  the  right  which  the  ballot  Avas  designed  to 
secure,  and  where  it  is  divested  of  this  essential  ingredient,  the 
election  is  void."     Cusliing,  fp.  37,  07. 
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The  law  is  stern  in  suppressing  fraud  and  robbing  it  of  its 
purposed  fruit,  but  it  is  far  more  stern  and  inexorable  in  its 
dealings  witli  violence  ;  and  neither  the  ^presence  of  a  military- 
force  during  an  election,  nor  the  interruption  of  the  proceed- 
ings by  riot  and  disturbance  can  in  any  degree  be  endured  by 
the  Constitution."  Male  on  Elections,  p.  63.  As  early  as  the 
reign  of  Edward  I,  (A.  D.  12Y5,)  it  was  ordained  "Because 
elections  ought  to  be  free,  the  King  commandeth,  upon  great 
forfeiture,  that  no  man^  by  force  of  arms,  nor  by  malice  or 
•menacing,  shall  disturb  any  to  make  free  election." 

"When  the  freedom  of  election  has  been  violated  by  riots, 
the  election  has  been  uniformly  set  aside,  notwithstanding  the 
returning  officer  has  been  able  to  continue  and  finish  the  poll, 
and  to  comply  with  the  exigency  of  the  writ  by  the  return  of 
members,"  Heyioood,  Law  of  County  Elections,  582.  Male 
on  Elections,  125. 

"If  there  be  actual  force  or  violence,  or  a  display  of  numerical 
strength  accompanied  with  threats,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
parties  engaged  is  of  such  a  character  as  to  strike  terror  into  the 
mind  of  a  man  of  ordinary  firmness,  the  election  will  be  held 
absolutely  void  without  reference  to  the  number  of  votes  thereby 
aifected." — Cusliing,  sees.  181,  183,  185. 

"The  causes  of  avoiding  an  election  are  all  but  corollaries 
flowing  from  one  great  principle  that  elections  should  he  free. 
Upon  the  preservation  of  this  vital  principle,  not  only  the  pros- 
perity but  the  very  existence  of  the  State  as  a  free  State  depends. 
The  violation  of  this,  even  in  the  earliest  days  of  representa- 
tion, called  forth  the  spirited  though  feeble  voice  of  the  people, 
who  stamped  upon  the  record  this  maxim  Hhat  elections  should 
he  free.'  " — Male  on  Elections,  359. 

There  may  be  an  opinion  in  the  minds  of  some,  that  martial 
law,  or  the  will  of  the  commanding  general,  in  a  time  of  war 
and  rebellion  such  as  we  are.  now  enduring,  usurps  the  place 
of  the  statute  law,  and  becomes  the  supreme  law  of  the  State; 
that  in  judging  of  the  validity  of  an  election  you  are  to  judge 
subject  to  the  proclamations  and  orders  of  the  military  authori- 
ties. Tour  Committee  are  willing  to  re-organize  to  the  full- 
est extent  to  which  it  has  ever  yet  been  recognized,  the  maxim 
^ ' Salus  popidi  sibprema  lex" — "the  safety  of  the  people  is  the  su- 
preme law" — but  that  maxim  does  not  apply  at  all  to  the  case 
in  hand.  If  necessary  for  the  public  good  the  military  power 
may  and  ought  to  arrest  dangerous  or  suspected  persons,  to  im- 
press property  for  public  use,  and  to  do  many  other  acts  and 
things.  But  the  commanding  general,  unless  ho  possess  the 
power  to  make  black  white,  to  change  fact  into  fiction,  and 


initli  into  falsehood,  cannot  make  that  an  clecfAon  accordinj^  to 
tlie  LaAVS  and  Constitution  of  Maryland  which  is  not  an  election. 

Cut  admitting  that  the  military  orders  under  which  the  elec- 
tion was  in  fact  held,  do  constitute  a  part  of  the  law  of  the 
case,  it  cannot  he  contended  for  a  moment  that  the  whims  and 
caprices  of  suhordinate  officers  contrary  to  the  superior  military 
authorities  are  a  part  of  the  law  of  the  case.  The  arrest  of  the 
judges  at  Princess  Anne,  and  the  refusal  at  another  polls  to 
allow  any  hut  the  yellow  ticket  to  be  voted,  are  contrary  to  the 
General  Order  No.  53,  as  modified  by  the  President,  and  even 
as  it  originally  stood,  and  are  sufficient  in  themselves  to  invali- 
date the  election.  After  all,  this  is  nothing  but  a  question  of 
fact — the  simple  question — was  there  an  election,  or  was  tlierc 
not  an  election?  These  officers  were  to  be  elected  by  the  people 
of  Somerset  county.  Was  there  an  election?  Was  there  a 
choice  by  the  people?  The  question  as  to  what  would  have  been 
the  result  of  a  free  and  fair  election,  and  whether  it  would  have 
been  different  from  that  which  the  face  of  the  returns  show, 
cannot  be  considered.  We  are  to  decide  not  upon  what  would 
have  been,  but  upon  what  really  was  the  case.  The  law  re- 
quires that  there  should  be  an  election  by  ballot;  not  by  guess- 
work. As  well  might  we  dispense  with  balloting  altogether, 
and  let  this  House  decide  beforehand  upon  whom  the  choice  of 
the  people  of  Somerset  county  would  fall  for  these  offices  of 
Clerk,  Register  and  Judge.  Again  the  question  of  expediency 
may  be  urged.  But  this  House  is  sitting  in  this  matter  in  a 
judicial  capacity,  and  are  to  decide  according  to  the  law  and 
facts,  under  the  same  solemn  obligations  that  bind  the  con- 
science of  a  jury  in  any  other  court. 

It  may  be  urged  that  there  was  a  valid  election  in  at  least 
three  districts  of  the  county,  and  that  whoever  received  a 
majority  of  the  votes  in  those  districts  should  be  considered  as 
elected,  although  in  all  other  districts  the  election  was  invalid. 
But  these  officers  are  to  be  elected  by  the  people  of  the  county, 
and  the  question  is"  upon  the  election  in  the  county  as  a  whole. 
It  is  true  that  where  the  cause  of  invalidity  applies  to  only  one 
district,  there  may  still  be  sufficient  evidence  to  show  that  there 
actually  luas  a  choice  by  a  majority  of  those  voters  who  offered 
to  vote,  or  who  weie  free  and  unconstrained  to  vote  or  not  to 
vote,  either  by  fear,  bribery,  force,  or  other  cause,  controlling 
their  free  will.  But  it  must  appear  that  there  loas  such  a 
choice.  And  this  is  the  precise  ruling  of  the  House  of  Dele- 
gates in  1860,  in  the  case  of  the  contested  seats  of  the  Baltimore 
City  delegation,  where  the  committee  reported  that  there  was  a 
fair  election  in  the  8th  Ward  of  that  city — but  the  election^ 
notwithstanding,  was  declared   void.     See  Elousq  Documents^ 


1860.  This  is  also  agreeably  to  natural  reason.  The  fact  that 
all  the  voters  of  one  district  were  free  and  untrammelled,  can 
no  more  sustain  the  validity  of  an  election,  than  the  fact  that 
some  voters  in  all  the  districts  were  free  and  untrammelled,  how- 
ever few  they  may  be.  The  question  is,  was  there  a  choice  by 
the  people  of  the  county. 

The  incumbents  of  the  office  of  Judge  of  the  Orphans'  Court, 
appeared  by  their  counsel,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  Esq.,  before  your 
Committee  but  a  little  while  before  the  investigation  had  been 
concluded.  On  request  of  the  Chairman,  the  counsel  furnished 
him  with  a  list  of  witnesses  and  a  written  statement  of  what  he 
expected  to  prove  by  them,  (which  paper  is  filed  herewith,)  and 
(as  we  are  informed  by  the  Chairman,)  agreed  that  with  the 
evidence  already  taken  and  what  he  proposed  to  prove,  his  case 
should  be  submitted.  The  Committee  concluded  that  the  facts 
stated  in  the  oifer,  even  if  proved,  could  not  affect  the  judgment 
of  this  House,  or  the  right  of  the  case.  Your  Committee,  how-' 
ever,  file  the  application  herewith,  to  have  what  eifect  it  may 
upon  the  judgment  of  the  House. 

Afterwards,  ^the  counsel  for  the  incumbents  oifered  an  ad- 
ditional application  in  writing,  and  although  the  facts  as  before 
stated  would  show  that  the  case  had  been  closed,  the  said  last 
mentioned  paper  is  also  herewith  filed.  The  contestants  for  the 
same  office  did  not  appear  by  counsel  until  an  equally  late  day  with 
the  incumbents,  and  submitted  their  case  on  the  evidence  then 
before  your  Committee. 

In  accordance  with  the  views  herein  before  expressed,  your 
Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  By  the  House  of  Delegates,  That  the  late  general* 
election  held  in  Somerset  county,  on  the  fourth  day  of  Novem- 
ber last,  among  other  purposes  for  the  election  of  three  Judges 
of  the  Orphans'  Court,  a  Eegister  of  Wills,  and  a  Clerk  of  the 
Circuit  Court  for  said  county,  so  far  as  the  said  offices  are  con- 
cerned, is  hereby  declared  illegal  and  void,  and  the  persons 
now  filling  the  said  offices,  claiming  to  hold  the  same  under 
the  aforesaid  election^  are  hereby  removed,  and  their  respective 
offices  declared  vacant. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  S.  TYSON,  Jr.,  Chairman. 

GEO.  B.  WESTCOTT. 

CHAS.  B.  HITCHCOCK. 

WM.  FRAZIER. 


Procce(liii*;s  of  the  Coiiimitlcc  on  Elections. 


February  lOtli,  1864. 

Committee  met.  Agreed  to  consider  all  the  Somerset  Couuty 
cases  together,  and  to  notify  the  sitting  Members  of  the  House 
from  Somerset,  of  this  determination. 

Me^rs.  Thomas  S.  Alexander  and  Isaac  D.  Jones  appeared 
for  the  incumbents  of  the  offices  of  Clerk  of  Circuit  Court  and 
Register  of  Wills.  Mr.  A.  B.  Hagner  for  contestants  for  same 
offices.     Adjourned. 

il  P.  M.  Committee  met.  Present — Messrs.  Tyson,  Chair- 
man, Frazier,  Herbert  and  Hitchcock. 

Mr.  Alexander  Eandall  also  appeared  for  contestants  for  offi- 
ces ,of  Clerk  and  Register  as  aforesaid. 

For  contestants.  J.  W.  Crisfield  sworn  by  Mr.  Hagner.  I 
reside  in  Princess  Anne  District,  Somerset  Count3^  I  was  at 
the  polls  on  the  day  of  the   general  election,  November,  1863. 

Ques. — Mr.  Hagner.  State  in  a  narrative  form  what  you 
know  in  connection  therewith. 

Ans. — On  the  morning  of  that  day,  the  judges  of  election, 
Messrs.  Pinto,  Dryden  and  Fisher  met  in  the  street,  nearly  op- 
posite my  office,  and  in  front  of  Wilson's  hotel.  About  the 
same  time  a  squad  of  cavalry,  about  twenty  or  thirty,  under 
Capt.  Moore,  came  into  the  village  from  their  camp,  a  mile 
South  of  the  town,  where  they  had  been  quartered  the  preced- 
ing night.  Capt.  Moore  came  to  the  judges,  approached  them, 
and  immediately  I  saw  a  large  handbill,  which  turned  out  to  be 
Gen.  Schenck's  Order  No.  53. 

I  approached  and  found  Mr.  Pinto  reading  aloud  from  this 
handbill.  When  he  had  concluded  a  conversation  ensued,  in 
which  Captain  Moore,  in  substance,  stated: — that  he  was  there 
with  his  forces  to  execute  that  order,  and  that  the  Judges 
would  be  required  to  obey*  it.  Some  one  asked,  if  they  should 
fail  to  obey  it,  Avhat  would  be  the  result  ?  His  reply  was,  he 
should  arrest  the  Judges  and  send  them  to  Baltimore.    Captain 
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M.  was  reminded  that  Order  53  directed  him  to  report   their 
conduct,  and  not  to  arrest.       He  said  he  had  private  orders 
from  his  Commanding  Officer  which  required  him  to  arrest  the 
Judges,  hut  no  such  order  was  exhibited  by  him.      There  was 
some  further  conversation  not  material,  which  I  can't  recall, 
and  the  parties  dispersed.       The  Judges  immediately  repaired 
to  the  Court  Koom,  the  place  where  the  election  was  to  he  held. 
They  went  a  little  in  advance  of  me.     When  I  got  to  the  Court 
Koom,  I  found  a  number  of  cavalrymen,  armed  with  carbines 
and  swords,  standing  about  the  door  both  inside  and    outside. 
I  passed  in  through  them,  and  found  the  Judges  and  a  num- 
ber of  persons  inside,  and  Robert  W.  Dougherty  reading  Gov- 
ernor Bradford's  Proclamation  aloud.       He  finished  the  read- 
ing, and  Order  53  was  also  read  by  some  one  aloud.       When 
the  reading  was  over,  the  Judges  qualified  by  taking  the  oath 
prescribed  by  the  laws  of  Maryland,  and  also  administeredi  the 
oath  prescribed  by  the  same  laws  to  their  Clerks.     The  Judges 
then  called  upon  the  Sheriff,  who  was  then  present,  to  preserve 
order,  and  protect  them  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.     The 
Sheriff  said:   "How  shall  I  do  it  ?"      A  voice  said:   "Summon 
the  posse  commitatus."     Some  other  voice  said:   "You  have  no 
armed  force,  and  cannot  protect  them."     At  this  moment  Cap- 
tain Moore  entered  the  room  with  a  number  of  his  men,  armed 
as  I  have  stated,  and  stationed  them  in  the  passway,  on   each 
side  thereof  leading  from  the  door  to  the  Judges'  seat.     These 
men  were  within  a  few  feet  of  each    other,  and   through  this 
passway  was  the  only  access  to  the   Judges,  not   wider   than 
thrfee  feet,  and  about  twenty  feet  long.     While  these  men  were 
being  stationed,  the  Judges  proclaimed  that  the   election  was 
open. 

It  then  wanted  a  few  minutes  of  10  o'clock.-  Immediately 
Wm.  J.  Brittingham  offered  his  vote.  Capt.  Moore  who  was  a 
few  feet  off,  still  stationing  his  men,  exclaimed  :  "I  challenge 
tbat  vote,"  and  hastily  came  to  the  judges'  de?k,  between  the 
judges  and  the  voter,  and  inquired  the  voter's  name.  The 
name  was  repeated  by  some  one,  and  Capt.  Moore  then  said  he 
must  take  the  oath.  Mr.  Brittingham  said  "I  am  ready  to 
take  it."  The  judges  asked  Capt.  Moore  if  he  insisted  upon 
their  administering  the  oath  required  by  Order  53.  He  said 
"he  did"  insist  upon  it.  After  a  moment's  hesitation  the  judges 
said  "we  administer  it  under  a  protest,"  and  did  administer 
the  oath  to  Mr.  Brittingham.  His  vote  was  received  and  re- 
corded. The  next  voter  was  Arthur  Crisfield.  He,  too,  was 
challenged  by  Capt.  Moore,  who  drew  out  of  his  pocket  or 
bosom,  I  think,  a  paper  and  examined  it.  It  appeared  to  be  a 
list  of  names.     After  looking  at  it  he  commenced  a  series  of 
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questions  as  to  the  voter's  political  opinions — his  opinion  of  the 
rebellion, — what  he  was  willing  to  do  to  resist  it,  and  as  to  his 
loyalty. 

After  hearing  the  voter's  answer  he  said  to  the  judges, 
''swear  him."  Mr,  Pinto,  the  Chief  Judge,  said,  "we  cannot 
conduct  the  election  in  this  way.  W(^ shall  never  get  through. 
We  are  sworn  to  conduct  the  election  according  to  the  laws  of 
Maryland,  and  if  we  are  not  permitted  to  do  so  we  submit  to 
arrest."  Capt.  Moore  then  said:  "You  refuse  to  carry  out 
Gen.  Schenck's  order."  Mr.  Pinto  replied:  "We  decide  to 
conduct  the  election  according  to  the  Grovernor's  Proclamation, 
and  the  President's  order."  Capt,  Moore, then  said  :  "I  arrest 
you,"  or  words  to  that  elFect,  when  the  Judges  announced  their 
determination  to  conduct  the  election  according  to  the  Gover- 
nor's Proclamation,  there  was  some  applause  among  the  people 
collected.  Capt.  Moore  hastily  ordered  some  subordinate  otH- 
cer,  (as  I  understood  him),  to  call  in  the  men,  and  at  the  same 
time  accompanied  it  with  a  movement  to  get  his  pistol  out  from 
his  holster,  he  had  a  drawn  sword  in  his  hand.  He  in  a  stern 
voice  required  silence. 

He  then  turned  to  the  Judges  and  required  them  to  report 
themselves  at  once  at  Twilley's  Hotel.  It  was  then  stated  by 
some  one  (perhaps  Captain  Moore,)  that  they  were  to  go  to 
Baltimore.  The  Judges  then  asked  for  a  short  time  to  go  to 
their  families,  and  to  get  ready  to  start. 

He  allowed  them  an  hour,  on  their  promise  to  meet  him  at 
the,  place  designated.     The  Judges  then  went  off. 

Mr.  Isaac  D.  Jones  approached  Capt.  Moore  and  asked  him 
if  the  election  'had  proceeded,  whether  or  not  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  have  examined  each  voter  as  he  had  examined  Mr.  Ar- 
thur Crisfield.     His  reply  was,  that  it  was. 

I  then  asked  Capt.  Moore  if  my  name  was  not  on  that  list 
which  he  had  used  a  few  minutes  before,  of  persons  to  be  ex- 
amined. He  answered,  he  could  not  state  whose  names  were 
on  that  list.  I  then  said,  "my  name  was  seen  upon  it,  sir."— 
He  then  said,  "Mr.  Crisfield,  your  speeches  are  quite  sufficieni 
for  you."  The  conversation  there  stopped,  Capt,  Moore  con- 
tinued throughout  the  day  to  hold  the  Court  room  by  his  armed 
men,  and  he  posted  sentinels  on  horseback  throughout.the  vil- 
lage, with  carbines  presented,  ready  to  fire.  They  continued 
throughout  the  day  in  possession  of  the  streets  in  that  way.^ 
The  Judges  of  Election,  at  the  time  appointed,  reported  them- 
selves at  Twillev's  Hotel. 
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They  were  placed  in  a  carriage  and  left  the  town  guarded  by- 
five  armed  cavalry^  for  Baltimore  as  it  was  said  at  the  time. 
They  returned  to  the  village  sometime  the  following  morning, 
having  been  released,  as  I  understood,  by  order  of  General  Lock- 
wood.  The  Judges  of  Election  were  on  the  bench  just  twelve 
minutes.  There  was  no  vote  cast  except  that  of  Mr.  Britting- 
ham.  I  desire  to  state  that  this  statement  is  a  general  state- 
ment of  what  took  place — in  substance,  however,  it  is  correct.,. 

Ques. — State  what  you  know  in  regard  to  the  arrival  and 
presence  of  soldiers  at  other  precincts  in  the  county  on  the 
election  day  or  shortly  before. 

Ans. — On  Monday  preceding  the  election  I  was  at  the  town 
of  Salisbury,  which  is  the  terminus  of  the  railroad,  and  lies 
partly  in  Somerset  and  partly  in  Worcester  counties.  It  was 
on  what  we  call  "a  Fair  day,"  on  which  great  numbers  of  per- 
sons from  the  surrounding  country  visit  the  place.  In  the 
afternoon  while  I  was  addressing  the  people  the  cars  arrived, 
bringing  two  companies,  as  I  understood,  of  infantry,  they 
marched  through  the  street^  and  when  they  got  near  to  the 
stand  at  which  I  was  speaking,  they  halted  and  hurrahed  for 
my  competitor  for  Congress.  I  understood  they  numbered 
something  like  two  hundred.  They  were  troops  that  had  en- 
listed originally,  as  I  was  informed,  in  these  two  counties.  I, 
however,  proceeded  with  the  speech,  and  about  the  time  I  con- 
cluded another  train  arrived,  bringing  a  large  number  of  cav- 
alry, four  hundred  in  number,  as  Captain  Moore,  one  of  their 
officers,  afterwards  told  me. 

Immediately  upon,  the  arrival  of  the  latter  train,  Order  No. 
53,  from  General  Schenck,  was  published  in  the  village,  and  it 
was  understood  on  all  hands  that  these  cavalry  were  there  to 
execute  this  order.  Consternation  and  fear  seized  upon  all, 
and  the  people  began  immediately  to  disperse  from  the  village. 
The  following  day,  being  Tuesday,  is  the  public  day  in  Somer- 
set, and  about  two  o'clock,  when  Princess  Anne — the  county 
seat — was  thronged  with  people  from  the  various  parts  of  the 
county,  about  one  hundred  of  these  same  cavalry  were  marched 
in  and  through  the  village  of  Princess  Anne,  and  camped  a 
short  distance  south  of  the  town.  The  alarm  and  excitement 
in  Ihe  village  I  have  never  seen  exceeded. 

Later  in  the  afternoon  I  had  an  interview  with  Capt.  Moore^ 
commanding  these  forces  at  that  place,  and  he  informed  me 
that  they  were  there  for  the  purpose  of  executing  Order  No. 
53,  and  that  he  should  distribute  his  forces  in  the  several  elec- 
tion precincts  in  that  part  of  the  county  lying  south  of  Wico- 
moco  river.     He  further  told  me  that  he  should  not  allow  any 
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one  to  Vote  who  was  disloyal,  and  that  if  the  judges  failed  to 
execute  the  order  they  would  be  arrested.  I  asked  him  what 
was  the  test  of  loyalty,  and  whether  every  one  would  be  per- 
mitted to  vote  who  would  take  the  oath  prescribed  in  that 
order.  He  said  that  no  one  would  be  permitted  to  vote,  who 
upon  being  required,  refused  to  take  the  oath.  Nor  would  ev- 
ery one  wlio  took  the  oath  be  permitted  to  vote,  if  there  was 
any  just  ground  to  suspect  his  loyalty.  On  the  evening  of  the 
day  of  the  election.  Captain  Moore  further  told  me  that  he  had 
sent  portions  of  his  command  to  each  one  of  the  election  dis- 
tricts south  of  Wicomoco  river  ;  but  I  have  no  personal  know- 
ledge of  their  presence  at  any  other  district  except  Piincess 
Anne. 

Ques.  By  Mr.  Herbert.  Did  the  infantry  to  which  you  re- 
ferred to  as  coming  into  Salisbury,  have  their  arms  with  them? 

Ans.     They  did. 

Ques, — Mr.  Hagner,  will  you  look  at  the  book  now  handed 
you — being  the  public  documents  accompanying  Gov.  Brad- 
ford's late  message,  from  page  101  to  107  inclusive — and  state 
whether  the  papers  therein  printed  as  the  proclamations  of 
Governor  Bradford  and  of  President  Lincoln,  and  the  General 
Order  No.  53,  by  Major  General  Schenck,  are  correct  copies  of 
the  proclamation  and  order  to  which  you  have  referred  in  your 
evidence  ? 

To  this  question  Mr.  Alexander  objected.  The  committee 
overruled  the  objection,  and  the  witness  answered  : 

Ans.  I  have  examined  the  papers  mentioned  in  this  inter- 
rogatory, and  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  remembrance  and 
belief  they  are  correct  copies  of  the  paper  circulated  at  the  elec- 
tion referred  to,  purporting  to  be  the  proclamation  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, the  order  of  the  President,  and  General  Order  No.  53  of 
General  Scheuck,  which  I  have  spoken  of  in  the  previous  part 
of  my  examination. 

Committee  adjourned. 

(The  following  is  the  extract  fi'om  public  documents  above 
referred  to)  : 
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Executive  Department,  Annapolis,  ) 
November  2d,.  1863.      ] 

PROCLAMATION  BY  THE  GOVERNOR. 

To  the  Citizens  of  the  State, 

and  more  especially  the  Judges  of  Election  : 

A  Military  Order,  issued  from  the  Head  Quarfers  of  the 
"Middle  Department,"  bearing  date  the  27th  ult.,  printed  and 
circulated,  as  it  is  said,  through  the  State,  though  never  yet 
published  here,  and  designed  to  operate  on  the  approaching 
election,  has  just  been  brought  to  my  attention,  and  is  of  such 
a  character  and  issued  under  such  circumstances  as  to  demand 
notice  at  my  hands. 

This  Order  reciting,  ''that  theie  are  many  evil  disposed  per- 
sons now  at  large  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  who  have  been  en- 
gaged in  rebellion  against  the  lawful  Government,  or  have 
given  aid  and  comfort,  or  encouragement  to  others  so  engaged, 
or  who  do  not  recognize  their  allegiance  to  the  United  States, 
and  who  may  avail  themselves  of  the  indulgence  of  the  authority 
which  tolerates  their  presence,  to  embarrass  the  approaching 
election,  or  through  it  to  foist  enemies  of  the  United  States  into 
power,  proceeds  among  other  things  to  direct  'all  Provost 
Marshals  and  other  Military  Officers  to  iarrest  all  such  persons 
found  at,  or  hanging  about,  or  approaching  any  Poll  or  place 
of  Election,  on  the  4th  of  November,  1863,  and  report  such  ar- 
rest to  these  Head  Quarters.'  " 

This  extraordinary  Order  has  not  only  been  issued  without 
any  notice  to,  or  consultation  with  the  constituted  Authorities 
of  the  State,  but  at  a  time  and  under  circumstances  when  the 
condition  of  the  State,  and  the  character  of  the  Candidates  are 
such  as  to  preclude  the  idea  that  the  result  of  that  Election  can 
in  any  way  endanger  either  the  safety  of  the  Government,  or 
the  peace  of  the  community. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  that^  with  perhaps  one  single  excep- 
tion, there  is  not  a  Congressional  Candidate  in  the  State,  whose 
loyalty  is  even  of  a  questionable  character,  and  in  not  a  County 
of  the  State,  outside  of  the  same  Congressional  District,  is  there, 
I  believe,  a  Candidate  for  the  Legislature,  or  any  State  office, 
whose  loyalty  is  not  equally  u^idoubted.  In  the  face  of  this 
well-known  condition  of  things,  the  several  classes  of  persons 
above  enumerated  are  not  only  to  be  arrested  at  but  "approach- 
ing any  poll  or  place  of  election. ' '  And  who  is  to  judge  whether 
voters  thus  on  their  way  to  the  place  of  voting  have  given  "aid. 
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comfort,  or  ejicouragemeni,"  to  persons  engaged  in  the  rebellion, 
or  that  they  do  not  recognize  their  allegiance  to  the  United 
States,"  and  may  avail  themselves  of  their  presence  at  the  polls 
"to  foist  enemies  of  the  United  States  into  power  ?"  As  I  liave 
already  said,  in  a  very  large  majority  of  tlic  Counties  of  the 
State,  there  are  not  to  be  found  among  the  Candidates  any  sucli 
"enemies  of  the  United  States,"  but  the  Provost  Marshals — 
created  for  a  very  different  purpose — and  the  other  military 
officials  who  are  thus  ordered  to  arrest  approaching  voters  are 
necessarily*made  by  the  order  the  sole  and  exclusive  judges  of 
who  fall  within  the  proscribed  category  :  an  extent  of  arbitrary 
discretion,  under  any  circumstances  the  most  odious,  and  more 
especially  offensive  and  dangerous  i#  view  of  the  known  fact 
that  two  at  least  of  the  five  Provost  Marshals  of  the  State  are 
themselves  Candidates  for  important  offices,  and  sundry  of  their 
deputies  for  others. 

This  Militar}'-  order,  therefore,  is  not  only  without  justifica- 
tion when  looking  to  the  character  of  the  Candidates  before  the 
people,  and  rendered  still  more  obnoxious  by  the  means  ap- 
pointed for  its  execution,  but  is  equally  ofi'ensive  to  the  sensi- 
bilities of  the  people  -themselves  and  the  authorities  of  the 
State,  looking  to  the  repeated  proofs  they  have  flemished  of  an 
unalterable  devotion  to  the  Government.  For  more  than  two 
years  past  there  has  never  been  a  time  when,  if  every  traitor 
and  every  treasonable  sympathizer  in  the  State  had  voted,  they 
could  have  controlled,  whoever  might  have  been  their  Candi- 
dates, a  single  Department  of  the  State,  or  jeopardized  the  suc- 
cess of  the  General  Government.  No  State  in  the  Union  has 
been,  or  is  now,  actuated  by  more  heartfelt  or  unwavering  loy- 
alty than  Maryland — a  loyalty  intensified  and  purified  by  the 
ordeal  through  which  it  has  passed;  and  yet,  looking  to  what 
has  lately  transpired  elsewhere  and  to  the  terms  and  character 
of  this  Military  order,  one  would  think  that  in  Maryland  and 
nowhere  else  is  the  Government  endangered  by  the  "many  evil 
disposed  persons  that  are  now  at  large." 

Within  less  than  a  month  the  most  important  Elections  have 
taken  place  in  two  of  the  largest  States  of  the  Union;  in  each 
of  them  Candidates  were  before  the  people,  charged  by  the  par- 
ticular friends  of  the  Government  with  being  hostile  to  its  in- 
terests, and  whose  election  was  deprecated  as  fraught  with  the 
most  dangei'OLis  consequences  to  its  success.  One  of  the  most 
prominent  of  these  Candidates  was  considered  so  dangerousjy 
inimical  to  the  triumph  of  the  National  cause  that  he  has  been 
for  months  past  banished  from  the  countr}^,  and  yet  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  voters  were  allowed  to  approach  the  polls,  and 
to  attempt  to  "foist"    such  men  into   power,  and  no  Provost 
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Marshals,  or  other  Military  Officers,  were  ordered  to  arrest 
them  on  the  way,  or,  so  far  as  we  have  ever  heard,  even  test 
their  allegiance  hy  an  oath. 

With  these  facts  hefore  us,  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  the 
suggestion  that  the  enemies  of  the  United  States  may  he  foisted 
into  power,  at  our  coming  Election,  was  the  consideration  that 
prompted  this  order;  but  whatever  may  have  been  that  motive, 
I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  solemnly  protest  against  such  an  in- 
tervention with  the  privileges  of  the  ballot  box,  and.  so  offen- 
sive a  discrimination  against  the  rights  of  a  loyal  State. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  'call  to  the  particular  atten- 
tion of  the  Judges  of  Election  the  fact  that  they  are  on  the  day 
of  election  clothed  with  all  the  authority  of  Conservators  of  the 
Peace,  and  may  summon  to  their  aid  any  of  the  Executive  Offi- 
cers of  the  County,  and  the  whole  power  of  the  County  itself, 
to  preserve  order  at  the  polls  and  secure  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  voters. 

It  is  also  made  their  "special  duty"  to  give  information  to 
the  State's  Attorney  for  the  County  of  all  infractions  of  the 
State  laws  on  the  subject  of  elections,  and  by  these  laws  it  is 
forbidden  to  afty  "Commissioned  or  Non-Commissioned  Officers 
having  command  of  any  soldier  or  soldiers  quartered  or  posted 
in  any  district  of  any  County  of  the  State,  to  muster  or  em- 
body any  of  said  troops,  or  march  any  recruiting  party  within 
the  view  of  any  place  of  election  during  the  time  of  holding 
said  election." 

I  need  not,  I  am  sure,  remind  them  of  the  terms  of  the  oath 
they  are  required  to  take  before  entering  upon  their  duties,  and 
according  to  which  they  swear  "to  permit  all  persons  to  vote 
who  shall  offer  to  poll  at  the  election,  &c.,  who,  in  their  judg- 
ment, shall,  according  to  the  directions  contained  in  the  Constitu- 
tion and  Laws,  he  entitled  to  poll  at  the  same  election,  and  not  to 
permit  any  person  to  poll  at  the  same  election  who  is  not  in 
(their)  judgment  qualified  to  vote  as  aforesaid." 

It  is  the  judgment  of  the  Judges  of  Election  alone,  founded 
upon  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  State, 
that  must  determine  the  right  to  vote  of  any  person  offering 
himself  for  that  purpose.  I  trust  and  believe  that  they  will 
form  that  judgment,  and  discharge  their  duty,  as  their  consci- 
entious convictions  of  its  requirements,  under  the  solemn  obli- 
gations they  assume  shall  dictate,  undeterred  by  any  order  to 
Provost  Marshals  to  report  them  to  "Headquarters." 

Whatever  power  the  State  possesses  shall  be  exerted  to  pro- 
tect them  for  any  thing  done  in  the  proper  execution  of  its  law^. 
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Since  writing  t.he  above,  1  have  seen  a  copy  of  the  President's 
letter  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Union  State  Central  Committee, 
hearing  the  same  date  Avith  the  order,  and  evidently  showing 
that  the  order  was  unknown  to  him,  that  it  would  not  have 
been  approved  by  him,  if  he  had  known  it,  and  that  it  is  there- 
fore all  the  more  reprehensible. 

A.  W.  BRADFORD. 

By  the  Governor : 

Wm.  B.  Hill, 

Seo'etary  of  State. 


After  the  above  w*as  in  print,  at  three  o'clock  this  afternoon, 
I  received  from  the  President  the  following  dispatch  : 

''I  revoke  the  first  of  the  three  propositions  in  General 
Schenck's  General  Order  No.  53,  not  that  it  is  wrong  in  prin- 
ciple, but  because  the  Military  being  of  necessity  exclusive 
judge  as  to  who  shall  be  arrested,  the  provision  is  liable  to 
abuse;  for  the  revoked  part  I  substitute  the  following: 

"That  all  Provost  Marshals  and  other  Military  Officers,  do 
prevent  all  disturbance  and  violence  at  or  about  the  Polls, 
whether  offered  by  such  persons  as  above  described,  or  by  any 
other  person  or  persons  whomsoever;  the  other  two  propositions 
I  allow  to  stand;  my  letter  at  length  will  reach  you  to-night. 

A.  Lincoln. 


Whilst  this  modification  revokes  the  authority  of  the  Provost 
Marshals  and  Military  Oflicers,  to  arrest  the  classes  of  persons 
enumerated  in  the  preamble  to  the  order  "found  at  or  hanging 
about,  or  approacing  any  Poll  or  place  of  election,"  it  directs 
them  to  i)revent  all  violence  or  disturbance  about  the  Polls,  &c. 

To  meet  such  disturbances,  the  Judges  of  Election,  as  I  have 
already  stated,  are  clothed  with  ample  powers,  and  I  had  re- 
ceived no  previous  intimation  thUt  there  was  any  reason  to 
apprehend  a  disturbance  of  any  kind  at  the  Polls,  on  the  day 
of  Election.  In  the  absence  of  any  Military  display,  there 
would  certainly  seem  to  be  as  little  cause  for  such  apprehensions 
as  ever  before  existed.  A  preparation  by  the  Government  by 
Military  means,  to  provide  for  such  a  contingency,  will  be  quite 
as  likely  to  provoke  as  to  subdue  such  a  disposition.  Not  only 
so,  but  the  Military  thus  required  to  prevent  violence  or  dis- 
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turbance  about  tbe  Polls,  must  necessarily  be  empowered  to 
arrest  tbe  parties  tliey  may  charge  witli  such  disorder,  and 
they  are  still  left  in  effect  ''the  exclusive  Judges  as  to  who 
shall  be  arrested" — a  power  they  may  as  readily  abuse  as  any 
other. 

I  regret,  therefore,  that  I  can  perceive  no  such  change  in  the 
general  principles  of  the  order  as  to  induce  me  to  change  the 
aforegoing  Proclamation. 

A.  W.  BRADFORD. 

Baltimore,  Monday  Evening,  Nov.  2,  1863. 

That  the  first  order  and  the  modification  of  the  President  in 
its  first  paragraph  may  be  better  understood,  the  entire  order 
as  originally  issued  is  subjoined.       .       •       - 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  NO.  53. 

Head  Quarters,  Middle  Department,  8th  Army  Corps, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  October  27th,  1863. 

It  is  known  that  there  are  many  evil  disposed  persons,  now 
at  large  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  who  have  been  engaged  in 
rebellion  against  the  lawful  Grovernment,  or  have  given  aid  and 
comfort  or  encouragement  to  others  so  engaged,  or  who  do  not 
recognize  their  allegiance  .to  the  United  States',  and  who  may 
avail  themselves  of  the  indulgence  of  the  authority  which  tol- 
erates their  presence,  to  embarrass  the  approaching  election,  or 
through  it,  to  foist  enemies  of  the  United  States  into  power.  It 
is  therefore  ordered: 

I.  That  all  Provost  Marshals  and  other  military  officers  do 
arrest  all  such  persons  found  at,  or  hanging  about,  or  approach- 
ing any  poll  or  place  of  election  on  the  4th  of  jSTovember,  1863, 
and  report  such  arrest  to  these  Head  Quarters. 

II.  That  all  Provost  Marshals  and  other  military  officers 
commanding  in  Maryland,  shall  support  the  Judges  of  Election 
on  the  4th  of  November,  1863,  in  requiring  an -oath  of  alle- 
giance to  the  United  States,  as  the  test  of  citizenship  of  any  one 
whose  vote  may  be  challenged  on  the  ground  that  he  is  not 
loyal  or  does,  not  admit  his  allegiance  to  the  United  States, 
which  oath  shall  be  in  the  following  form  and  terms  : 

I  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  support,  protect  and  defend 
the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the  United  States  against 
all  enemies,  whether  domestic  or  foreign  ;  that  I  hereb}'-  pledge 
my  allegiance,  faith  and  loyalty  to  the  same,  any  ordinance, 
resolution  or  law  of  any  State  Convention  or  State  Legislature 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding  ;  that  I  will  at  all  times  yield 
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a  hearty'and  willing  obedience  to  the  said  Constitution  and 
Government,  and  will  not,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  do  any 
act  in  hostility  to  the  same,  either  by  taking  up  arms  against 
them,  or  aiding,  abetting,  or  countenancing  those  in  arms 
against  them  ;  that,  without  permission  from  the  lawful  author- 
ity, I  will  have  no  communication,  direct  or  indirect,  with  the 
States  in  insurrection  against  the  United  States,  or  with  cither 
of  them,  or  with  any  person  or  persons  within  said  insurrec- 
tionary States,  and  that  I  will  in  all  things  deport  myself  as  a 
good  and  loyal  citizen  of  the  United  States.  This  I  do  in  good 
faith,  with  full  determination,  pledge  and  purpose  to  keep  this, 
my  sworn  obligation,  and  without  any  mental  reservation  or 
evasion  whatsoever. 

III.  Provost  Marshals  and  other  military  officers  are  directed 
to  report  to  these  head-quarters  any  Judge  of  an  election  who 
shall  refuse  his  aid  in  carrying  out  this  order,  or  who,  on  chal- 
lenge of  a  vote  being  made  on  the  ground  of  disloyalty  or  hos- 
tility to  the  Government,  shall  refuse  to  require  the  oath  of 
allegiance  from  such  voter. 

By  order,  MAJ.  GEN.  SCHENCK. 

W.  H.  CHESEBBOUGH,  Lt.  Col.  and  A.  A.  G. 

Official,  W.  M.  ESTE,  Maj.  and  Aid-de-Camp. 

February  11th,  1864. 

Committee  met.  Present — Messrs.  Tyson,  chairman,  West- 
cott,  Hitchcock,  Herbert, 

Mr.  Crisfield  called  up. 

Ques. — Mr.  Hagner.  What  is  the  usual  vote  of  Princess 
Anne  district? 

Ans. — An  average  vote  would  be  about  350. 

Ques. — Why  were  the  polls  not  opened  at  9  o'clock? 

Ans. — It  was  about  9  o'clock  when  the  Judges  were  met  in 
the  street  by  Capt.  Moore,  as  I  have  described  in  my  answer  to 
the  first  question.  I  supposed  the  Judges  were  at  that  time  on 
their  way  to  the  polls.  From  that  time  up  to  the  time  of  the 
actual  opening,  was  occupied  in  the  conversations,  by  the  read- 
ing of  the  Governor's  proclamation,  and  Order  No.  53,  the 
swearing  in  of  the  Judges  and  their  Clerks,  as  already  described 
in  said  answer.  I  think  it  wanted  six  minutes  to  ten  when 
this  was  through,  and  the  polls  actually  opened. 

Ques. — Mr.  Hagner.  What  was  the  character  of  Arthur 
Crisfield' s  answers  to  Captain  Moore's  questions  as  to  loyalty J^ 

Ans. — I  think  those  answers  showed  him  to  be  entirely  loyal. 
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Ques. — Mr.  Hagner.  State  any  conversation  you  may  have 
had  with  Capt.  Moore,  as  to  his  proceedings  about  the  election 
after  the  arrest  of  the  .fudges. 

A. — The  Judges  were  arrested  a  few  minutes  after  10  o'clock. 
I  had  no  conversation  except  that  which  I  have  already  detailed 
until  after  nightfall  of  the  same  day.  He  then  came  into  my 
office,  to  settle  for  some  forage  which  had  been  supplied  him 
from  my  farm,  and  after  giving  me  the  usual  order  on  the  Quar- 
termaster, we  fell  into  conversation  upon  the  events  of  the  day. 
I  asked  him  what  his  purpose  was  in  the  display  of  force  in  the 
Court  House  and  in  the  streets.  He  said  that  he  had  expected 
resistance  and  that  a  fight  would  ensue.  I  asked  him  if  there 
had  been  a  continuation  of  the  cheering  in  the  Court  House, 
which  he  had  suppressed,  what  would  he  have  done.  He  said 
he  should  have  gone  to  work  with  his  carbines,  and  should  have 
used  them  until  his  ammunition  was  exhausted  and  then  he 
should  have  used  the  sabre.  I  told  him  there  was  not  the 
slightest  idea  at  any  time  of  any  forcible  resistance.  That  no 
one  had  any  such  thought.  He  said  he  agreed  with  that,  but 
at  the>  time  and  before  the  time  he  had  been  led  to  believe 
otherwise.  I  asked  him  what  were  the  number  of  forces  brought 
into  the  county.  He  said  the  detachment,  which  arrived  at 
Salisbury  numbered  400,  a  part  of  which  had  gone  to  Worces- 
ter and  the  residue  were  in  Somerset,  that  he  had  about  100 
under  his  command.  He  stated  that  the  whole  detachment  was 
under  a  Major,  whose  name  I  have  forgotten.  He  spoke  of  the 
service  he  was  on,  as  being  very  disagreeable  to  him_,  said  that 
he  would  much  rather  face  the  enemy  in  open  field,  but  added 
he  was  acting  under  orders  and  had  no  alternative  but  obedience. 

Ques. — Mr.  Hagner.  State  what  tickets  were  in  the  field  on 
the  election  day  in  Somerset  county,  and  when  they  were 
brought  out  by  their  supporters,  as  far  as  you  know,  and  their 
appearance,  &c. 

Ans. — There  was  the  Conservative  Union  ticket,  nominated 
by  the  conservative  Union  party  in  the  month  of  September,  in 
the  usual  way  by  County  Convention,  and  published  at  the  head 
'  of  the  newspaper  from  that  time  to  the  time  of  election.  On  this 
ticket,  Mr.  C.  S.  Long  was  nominated  for  Register  of  Wills, 
and  Dr.  Cadmus  Dashiell  for  Clerk  of  Circuit  Court.  There 
was  what  was  called  the  Unconditional  Union  ticket,  nominated 
about  a  couple  of  weeks  before  the  election,  by  a  few  persons 
assembled  at  the  Court  House.  On  this  ticket,  Col.  Samuel  A. 
G-raham,  commander  of  the  Purnell  Legion,  was  nominated  for 
Clerk  of  Circuit  Court,  and  Mr.  William  J.  Brittingham  for 
Register  of  Wills,  and  I  believe  the  ticket  was  full  for  all  other 
officers.     Mr.  B.  declined  the  nomination  and  Mr.  White  (Hen- 


21 

i*y  A.),  was  substituted  for  him.  There  Avas  no  other  ticket  nom- 
inated by  any  public  meeting  tliat  I  ever  heard  of,  thougli  there 
were  individuals,  mostly  Democrats,  who  were  individually  an- 
nounced for  several  of  the  public  offices.  On  the  day  of  the 
election,  3  printed  tickets  made  their  appearance — the  Con- 
servative Union  ticket,  the  UnconditioiM,!  Union  ticket,  and 
what  was  understood  as  the  Democratic  or  States  Eights'  ticket 
— on  the  latter  of  which  appeared  the  name  of  Col.  "Woolford 
for  Clerk,  and  Mr.  J.  J.  Dashiell  for  Register.  On  the  Uncon- 
ditional Union  ticket  appeared  the  name  of  Col.  Creswell  for 
Congress;  on  the  Conservative  Union  ticket',  my  own  name  ap- 
peared for  Congress;  on  the  Democratic  or  States  Rights'  ticket, 
there  was  no  name  for  Congress.  The  Conservative  Union  and 
the  Democratic  or  States  Rights'  tickets  were  printed  on  white 
paper.  The  Unconditional  Union  ticket  was  printed  on  yellow 
paper,  and  was  known  as  the  yellow  ticket, 

Mr.  Alexander  here  admitted  that  the  States  Rights'  tickets 
were  printed  in  Philadelphia. 

Q.  Mr.  Hagner — Will  you  state  what  proportion  of  the  le- 
gal votes  at  Princess  Anne  District  would  have  been  received, 
in  your  opinion,  by  Mr.  Long  for  Register,  if  there  had  been  a 
fair  election,  and  what  would  have  been  the  result  in  the 
county? 

A.  In  my  opinion,  Mr.  Long,  for  Register  of  Wills,  would 
have  received  two  votes  to  Mr.  J.  ^.  Dashiels'  one  in  that  Dis- 
trict. In  my  opinion,  Mr.  Long  would  have  received  twice  as 
many  votes  as  the  two  others  put  together  in  that  district.  I 
think  that  Mr.  Long  would  have  been  elected  by  a  very  laro-e 
majority  in  the  county.  In  truth,  there  was  no  serious  oppo- 
sition to  him.  I  have  never  heard  any  one  question  the  cer- 
tainty of  his  election. 

Q.  Mr.  Hagner — Was  Brittingham  challenged  for  disloy- 
alty ? 

A.  No  such  reason  was  alleged,  and  none  such  could  be  al- 
leged, truthfully. 

Q.  Mr.  Hagner — State  whether  you  have  heard  Col.  Wool- 
ford,  since  the  election,  express  his  opinion  as  to  the  legality 
of  the  election? 


• 


A.  On  the  day  after  the  election,  and  before  all  the  returns 
were  in,  in  a  conversation  about  the  proceedings  at  the  elec- 
tion, I  heard  Colonel  Woolford  say:  "Whatever  may  be  the 
result,  I  do  not  regard  this  as  any  election  at  all.''  This  was 
said  in  the  street.  Several  persons  were  present;  at  least  near 
at  hand. 


Q.  Mr.  Hagner — Have  you  any  knowledge  tliat  tlie  ticket 
on  which  your  name  was  printed  was  particularly  affected  by 
the  proceedings  of  the  military  at  the  polls? 

A.  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  on  this  point,  except  what 
I  have  already  detailed.  I  was  not  present  at  any  of  the  other 
polls.  • 

Examination  in  chief  here  closed. 

Mr.  Dent  came  in  at  11  A.  M. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION   OF   MR.    CRISFIELD. 

Ques.  By  Mr.  Alexander.  You  have  stated  that  if  the  elec- 
tion had  been  perfectly  free  and  fair,  Mr.  Long  would  in  your 
opinion  have  received  twice  as  many  votes  as  Mr.  J.  J.  Dashiel 
and  Mr.  White  together  would  have  received — that  is,  in  the 
Princess  Anne  district. 

Now  say  what  in  your  oj)inion  would  have  been  the  result  of 
a  perfectly  free  and  fair  election  in  that  district,  as  between 
Mr.  Woolford,  Dr.  Dashiel  and  Col.  Graham  ? 

Ans. — Col.  Graham  would  have  received,in  my  opinion,  very 
few  votes.  Col.  Woolford  is  in  that  district  a  very  strong 
man.  The  contest  might  have  been  somewhat  doubtful,  yet  I 
thought  then  and  think  now  Mr.  Dashiel  would  have  beaten 
him  in  that  district, 

Ques. — Mr.  Alexander.  What  is  your  estimate  of  the  num- 
ber of  votes  which  each  of  %he  before-named  candidates  would 
have  received  in  that  district  if  the  election  had  been  perfectly 
free  and  fair  ? 

Ans. — ^I  should  not  think  that  Col.  Graham  could  have  re- 
ceived more  than  twenty  or  thirty  votes  in  that  district ;  the 
residue  of  votes  cast  would  have  been  divided  between  Colonel 
Woolford  and  Dr.  Dashiel,  Dr.  Dashiel  getting  the  majority — 
say  between  ten  and  fifty. 

Ques. — Mr.  Alexander.  What  in  your  opinion  would  have 
been  the  result  of  a  perfectly  free  and  fair  vote  throughout  the 
whole  county,  as  between  Col.  Woolford  and  his  competitors? 

Ans. — I  think  that  Dr.  Dashiel  would  have  beaten  Colonel 
Woolford.  The  truth  of  it  is  that  had  there  been  a  full  and 
fair  election  that  Col.  Graham  would  not  have  received  as  many 
votes  as  he  did  get. 

Ques. — Mr.  Alexander,  Assume  that.  Col.  Graham  would 
have  received  as  many  votes  as  he  did  get,  and  say  what  in  that 
event  would  have  been  the  result  of  a  free  and  fair  election 
throughout  the  County  for  Clerk  ? 
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Ans. — I  do  not  remember  precisely  the  number  of  votes  Col. 
Gralifim  received.  I  believe  that  he  got  somewhere  between  two 
and  three  hundred  votes.  I  do  not  think  that  that  number  of 
votes  cast  for  him  would  have  materially  affected  the  result  as 
between  Dr.  Dashiel  and  Col.  Woolford.  It  would  undoubtedly 
have  weakened  Dr.  Dashiel,  but  still  I  think  there  would  have 
been  no  doubt  of  his  election. 

Ques.  Mr.  Alexander — At  the  last  preceding  election  for 
Clerk,  were  or  were  not  Colonel  Woolford  and  Dr.  Dashiell  the 
opposing  candidates?  If  so,  what  was  the  result  of  that  elec- 
tion in  Princess  Anne  District  and  in  the  whole  county? 

Ans.  They  were.  In  the  whole  county  Colonel  Woolford 
was  elected  by  a  very  few  votes.  In  the  Princess  Anne  Dis- 
trict I  do  not  remember  the  number  of  votes  cast  for  each,  but 
T  have  a  general  remembrance  that  Colonel  Woolford  beat  him 
very  considerably.  In  that  district  Colonel  Woolford  was 
born,  and  has  uniformly  lived.  At  that  time  Dr.  Dashiel 
lived  in  a  remote  part  of  the  county;  since  then  he  has  moved 
into  the  district,  and  from  that  cause  and  others  a  very  differ- 
ent state  of  things  exist  now.  Since  this  answer  was  given,  it 
appears,  by  the  official  returns  shown  me,  that  Colonel  Wool- 
ford at  that  election  beat  him  in  the  whole  county  3  votes,  and 
in  the  Princess  Anne  District  9  votes. 

Ques.  Mr.  Alexander — You  have  said  that  Colonel  Wool- 
ford was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  the  office  of  Clerk.  Is 
he  not  a  popular  man  with  his  party,  and  would  he  not  have 
polled  the  entire  strength  of  the  party? 

Ans.  Colonel  Woolford  was  a  Democrat  and  a  candidate. 
He  is  a  popular  man  with  his  party,  and  would  have  polled 
strongly.  I  cannot  say  that  he  would  have  got  the  entire 
strength  of  his  party 

Mr.  Alexander — Would  he  or  not  have  received  votes  of 
members  of  the  Union  party,  equal  in  number  to  the  votes  of 
his  own  patty  which  he  might  have  lost? 

Ans.  He  would  have  received  some  Union  votes;  it  is  very 
possible  that  the  Union  votes  received  by  him  would  have  bal- 
anced the  number  of  Democratic  votes  lost  to  him. 

Ques.  Mr.  Alexander — You  have  spoken  of  the  ])resence  of 
an  armed  force  in  the  county,  and  especially  of  their  presence 
and  conduct  at  tlie  polls,  in  the  Princess  Anne  district.  Have 
you  any  reason  to  believe  or  suspect  that  Colonel  Woolford  or 
J.  J,  Dashiell  had  any  agency  in  introducing -that  armed  force 
into  the  county  ? 

Ans.  Not  the  slightest. 


24 

Ques.  Mr.  Alexander — You  have  spoken  of  the  consterna- 
tion occasioned  by  the  appearance  at  Salisbury  and  Princess 
Anne  of  the  armed  forces.  Was  or  not  the  consternation  just 
as  great  amongst  the  members  of  the  Democratic  party  as 
amongst  those  of  the  Union  party  ? 

Ans,  I  think  it  was. 

Ques.  Mr.  Alexander — At  what  time  was  it  first  generally 
understood  that  armed  forces  were  to  be  sent  into  the  County 
to  influence  the  elections  ? 

Ans.  Some  two  weeks  before  the  election,  perhaps  more, 
there  were  threats  given  out  by  persons  in  the  employment,  or 
in  some  way  attached  to  the  Provost  Marshal's  office  in  the 
■  County,  that  there  would  be  a  military  force  present  at  the 
time  of  the  election,  and  that  no  one  would  be  permitted  to 
vote  whose  loyalty  was  at  all  doubtful.  This  rumor  had  very 
general  prevalence  in  Somerset  county,  and  it  was  extended 
also  to  other  Counties  in  the  Congressional  District  visited  by 
me.  This  rumor  ultimately  ^assumed  the  shape  that  no  one 
would  be  permitted  to  vote  who  did  not  sustain  what  was  called 
the  unconditional  Union  ticket;  so  strong  were  these  rumors, 
and  such  was  the  excitement  in  the  District,  that  I  felt  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  bring  the  subject  to  the  notice  of  the  President.  I' 
did  so  through  Mr.  Swann,  Chairman  of  the  Union  State  Cen- 
tral Committee.  At  my  instance,  Mr.  Swann  visited  th^  Pres- 
ident, and  the  substance  of  their  interview  is  stated  in  their 
correspondence,  a  printed  copy  of  which  I  now  lay  before  the 
Committee  as  part  of  this  answer.  The  assurance  of  the  Pres- 
ident, given  through  Mr.  Swann,  quieted  my  own  alarms,  and 
I  took  pains  to  let  the  substance  of  that  assurance  be  known 
as  widely  as  I  could.  The  effect  of  that  was  to  create  the  im- 
pression, as  far  as  I  know,  that  no  armed  force  would  be  used 
at  the  election.  I  remained  of  that  opinion,  and  so  did  others, 
so  far  as  I  know,  up  to  the  period  at  which  these  forces  reached 
Salisbury.  Their  arrival  amazed  me,  as  it  did  eve^y  one.  I 
supposed  that  there  was  no  general  understanding  that  armed 
forces  were  to  be  sent  to  the  county,  until  their  actual  arrival, 
Mr.  Swann  visited  the  President  on  the  26th  of  October,  which 
was  Monday,  and  held  his  conference  with  the  President,  in 
which  the  President  gave  his  assurance,  and  it  was  then  under- 
stood that  it  was  to  be  incorporated  in  a  correspondence,  and 
was  afterwards  so  done.  The  substance  of  the  interview  was 
reported  to  me  on  the  night  of  the  26th  of  October,  and  I  re- 
turned home  the  next  morning.  I ,  received  a  printed  copy  of 
the  correspondence  a  few  days  after. 


(The  following  is  the  printed  copy  referred  to,  as  laid  before 
the  Committee  by  the  witness  :) 

THE  ELECTION  ON  WEDNESDAY. 


LETTER  FROM  PRESIDENT  LINCOLN. 


We  were  handed  for  publication,  last  evening,  the  following 
correspondence  between  the  Hon.  Thomas  Swann  and  President 
Lincoln  : 

Office  of  the  Union  State  Central  Committee,  ) 
Baltimore,  Oct.  26,  1863.      \ 
To  the  President  : 

Sir — A  suspicion  having  taken  possession  of  the  minds  of 
^  many  loyal  Union  voters  of  the  State  of  Maryland  that  the 
election  about  to  take  place  on  the  4th  of  November  will  be  at- 
tended with  undue  interference  on  the  part  of  persons  claiming 
to  represent  the  wishes  of  the  Government,  I  am  induced^  by 
what  I  know  to  be  the  desire  of  a  large  number  of  our  people, 
and  in  furtherance  of  applications  daily  made  to  me,  to  ask, 
most  respectfully,  that  you  would  place  me,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Union  State  Central  Committee,  in  possession  of  your  views 
upon  this  subject,  in  order  that  they  may  be  communicated  to 
loyal  voters  throughout  this  State. 

I  will  beg  you  to  believe,  Mr.  President,  that  it  is  with  no 
doubt  or  distrust  on  my  part,  as  to  what  will  be  your  response 
to  this  letter,,  that  I  ask  this  favor  at  your  hands  ;  but  simply 
to  satisfy  a  large  class  of  persons  who  believe  that  an  expression 
of  opinion  on  your  part,  would  not  be  without  its  benefit  to  the 
people  of  the  State,  in  promoting  what  we  all  desire,  a  fair  ex- 
pression of  the  public  voice. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 

Tour  obedient  servant. 

THOMAS  SWANN. 
Chairman  of  the  Union  State  Central  Committee. 


Executive  Mansion,  ) 

•      Washington,  D.  C,  Oct.  27,  1863.  S 
Hon.  Thomas  Swann : 

Dear  Sir — Your  letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  on  the  other  half 
of  this  sheet,  is  received.     I  trust  there  is  no  just  ground  for 
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tlie  suspicion  you  mention  ;  and  I  am  somewhat  mortified  that 
there  could  be  a  doubt  of  my  views  upon  this  point  of  your  in- 
quiry. I  wish  all  loyal,  qualified  voters  in  Maryland  and  else- 
where, to  have  the  undisturbed  privilege  of  voting  at  elections; 
and  neither  my  authority  nor  my  name  can  be  properly  used  to 
the  contrary. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  LINCOLN. 

Ques.— Mr.  Alexander.  "Was  or  not  the  apprehension  ex- 
isting of  danger  to  those  who  might  engage  in  the  movement 
— one  of  the  causes  which  probably  delayed  the  formation  of 
the  Democratic  ticket,  and  the  announcement  thereof  to  the 
public 

Ans. — I  am  not  able  to  answer.  It  was  understood  that  Co] . 
Woolford  was  to  be  a  candidate  for  clerk,  but  it  was  equally* 
understood  that  there  was  to  be  no  Democratic  ticket,  as  I 
thought. 

Ques. — Mr.  Alexander.  Do  you  or  not  know  that  the  appre- 
hension of  personal  danger  kept  many  from  the  polls,  who 
would  have  voted  for  Col.  Woolford  and  J.  J.  Dashiell? 

Ans. — I  do  not  know  the  fact,  though  I  think  it  is  probably 
true. 

Ques. — Mr.  Alexander.  What  was  the  relative  strength  of 
the  Democratic  and  anti-Democratic  parties  in  the  Princess 
Anne  district,  at  elections  held  for  several  elections  prior  to 
the  year  1861?  • 

Ans. — It  was  nearly  balanced  previous  to  1861. 

The  Committee  here  adjourned  and  offered  an  order  to  the 
House,  with  regard  to  taking  evidence  in  Somerset  county, 
whicb  was  rejected. 

Chief  Examination  resumed,  4|  P.  M. 

Present — Messrs.  Tyson,  Herbert,  Dent,  Hitchcock  and 
Westcott. 

Mr.  Tuck  appeared  for  claimants. 

Ques. — Mr.  Hagner.  From  which  side,  in  your  opinion, 
were  the  votes  taken,  as  a  general  thing,  which  were  cast  for 
Col.  G-raham. 

Ans. — I  do  not  think  that  any  votes  which  were  cast  for  Col. 
Graham  would  have  been  cast  tor  Col.  Woolford  under  any 
circumstances,  there  may  have  been  some  individual  exceptions, 
but  I  am  not  aware  of  any  such. 
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Ques. — Mr.  Hagner.  Do  you  or  not  know  that  the  appre- 
hension of  danger  prevented  many  from  attending  at  the  polls, 
who  would  liave  voted  for  Sidney  C.  Long  for  Eegister,  and  for 
Dr.  Cadmus  Dashiell  for  Clerk,  State  how  many  were  so  de- 
terred, so  far  as  you  know  in  Princess  Anne  district? 

Ans. — I  know  from  the  declarations  of  sundry  persons  that 
they  were  prevented  from  attending  polls  by  reason  of  their 
apprehension  of  danger.  These  persons  have  declared  theii- 
intention  to  me  to  have  voted  for  Mr.  Long  and  Dr.  Dashiell — 
from  other  circumstances  I  believe  there  were  many  such,  who 
would  have  voted  for  Mr. Long  and  Dr.  Dashiell,  but  who  were 
kept  from  the  polls  by  apprehension  of  danger.  It  is  impossible 
for  me  to  state  the  number  of  such  from  Princess  Anne  district. 

EXAMINATION   OF   MR.    THOS.    SUDLER. 

Ques. — Mr.  Hagner.  State  in  a  narrative  form  the  occur- 
rences at  the  polls  at  that  district  on  that  day,  so  far  as  they 
passed  under  your  notice; 

Ans. — Mr.  Sudler,  I  live  in  Potato-neck  district  in  Somer- 
set county.  I  attended  at  the  polls  on  the  4th  of  November,  it 
being  election  day.  I  arrived  at  the  polls  before  nine  o'clock. 
When  I  arrived  the  judges  were  sitting  in  the  porch  near  where 
the  polls  were  to  be  held.  There  were  several  of  the  military 
present.  One  of  the  judges  had  a  paper  in  his  hand  ;  I  asked 
him  what  it  was  ;  he  said  it  was  Order  No.  53.  I  then  turned 
to  the  military  men,  and  asked  who  was  in  command.  One  of 
them — a  Lieutenant,  I  believe — replied  that  he  was.  I  then 
asked  him  if  he  intended  carrying  out  that  Order  No.  53  ;  he 
said  he  did.  Then  I  asked  him  if  he  knew  that  the  Governor 
had  issued  a  Proclamation  countermanding  that  order  ;  he  said 
hg  had  seen  something  of  it  before  he  left  camp.  I  then 
drew  it  from  my  pocket,  having  received  one  the  night  pre- 
vious ;  he  then  asked  me  to  read  it,  which  I  did,  and  after  I 
had  read  it,  he  then  said  he  could  not  notice  the  Governor's 
Proclamation;  he  said,  after  hearing  it  read,  that  his  last  or- 
ders were  to  disregard  the  Governor's  Proclamation,  and  only 
to  carry  out  the  part'  that  the  President  had  left  of  Order  No. 
53.  I  then  asked  him  if  the  judges  could  proceed  to  hold  the 
election  as  usual ;  he  said  they  could  ;  that  he  had  a  challenger 
appointed  to  challenge  the  voters  as  they  came  up  ;  he  then 
drew  a  paper  from  his  pocket,  and  showed  me  the  name  of  the 
individual  he  was  directed  to  select  as  challenger.  He  was 
then  directed  to  where  that  individual  lived.  The  judges  then 
proceeded  to  open  the  polls  as  usual.  I  then  asked  him  if 
there  were  any  more  military  in  the  county  than  what  had  ar- 
rived the  evening  before.     He  said  yes,  there  was  a  good  many 
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more.  I, .asked  him  then  to  state  how  many  ;  he  said  he  did 
not  know  exactly  ;  he  supposed  one  thousand  at  least  more.  I 
asked,  him  where  they  were,  and  if  they  were  equally  distribu- 
ted at  all  the  polls.  He  said  they  were  all  about,  and  if  there 
is  any  disturbance  here  I  can  have  enough  here  in  half  an  hour 
to  wipe  you  all  out.  I  then  observed  to  him  that  there  would 
be  no  necessity  for  that ;  that  if  he  had  come  alone  he  could 
have  enforced  the  order  if  necessary,  and  if  there  had  been  no 
order  at  all  I  thought  it  would  have  been  much  better.  These 
troops  were  armed  with  muskets  and  some  of  them  had  swords. 
The  Lieutenant  also  stated  that  in  his  first  order  he  was  direct- 
ed to  open  the  tickets  and  not  allow  any  other  than  the  yellow 
or  Creswell  ticket  to  be  put  in.  The  polls  were  then  opened 
and  they  proceeded  to  vote  as  usual  without  interruption  until 
between  twelve  and  one  o'clock.  Then  there  was  a  challenger 
appeared  named  Wm.  H.  Holland,  and  the  first  vote  offered 
afterward  he  challenged,  and  the  voter,  whose  name  was  John 
Fontaine,  immediately  left  the  polls  without  voting  I  believe. 
I  then  offered  my  vote  ;  the  judge  took  it  and  held  it  up  ;  it 
was  a  white  ticket — the  Conservative  Union  ticket — and  asked  , 
the  challenger  if  he  challenged  it,  which  he  declined  to  do,  and 
the  vote  was  put  in  the  box.  The  judges  then,  I  believe,  ' 
agreed  to  administer  the  oath  prescribed  in  Order  No.  53  to  all 
who  offered  their  votes,  the  most  of  whom  took  the  oath.  There 
were  a  few  who  refused  and  did  not  vote.  There  were  very  few 
voters  present  at  any  time  during  the  day.  There  were  many 
deterred  from  coming  by  the  known  presence  of  the  soldiers,  it 
having  been  reported  the  day  previous  that  soldiers  would  be 
present  at  the  polls.  The  usual  vote,  I  suppose,  in  that  pre- 
cinct, is  about  or  over  two  hundred  ;  on  this  occasion  it  was 
less  than  one  hundred.  The  soldiers  remained  at  the  polls  un- 
til they  were  closed.  • 

Mr.  Hagner — State  whether 'you  know  of  any  voters  who 
would  have  voted  for  Long  or  Dr.  C.  Dashiell  for  Register  or 
Clerk,  respectively,  if  they  had  not  been  deterred  by  the  pres- 
ence or  apprehended  presence  of  the  military? 

Ans.  I  know  of  some. 

By  Mr.  Alexander. 

Ans.  Some  two  or  three  refused  to  take  the  oath  when  pre- 
sented by  the  Judges. 

Mr.  Alexander — You  have  said  that  you  know  of  some  who 
were  deterred  from  voting  by*  the  presence  or  apprehension  of 
the  presence  of  the^  military.  How  many,  to  your  knowledge, 
were  so  deterred? 
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Ans.  By  personal  conversation,  I  know  of  one,  perhap:j.  I 
may  have  conversed  with  others;  it  is  my  impression  tkat  there 
were  many  who  were  so  deterred. 

Mr.  Alexander — Name  the  persons  who  were  deterred  from 
voting,  according  to  your  impression? 

Ans.  John  C.  Waters,  Tubman  Sudler  and  others,  with 
whose  names  I  have  not  charged  my  memory. 

By  Mr.  Alexander — Were  you  not  a  candidate  for  the  House 
of  Delegates  on  the  Conservative  Union  ticket? 

Ans.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Hagner,  resuming — Did  Potato  Neck  District  usually 
give  a  Union  or  Democratic  majority,  and  what  was  the  usual 
majority  since  1861? 

Ans.  The  usual  Union  majority  was  about  100. 

John  S.  Sudler,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Hagner — ^tate  at  what  time-  you  arrived  at  the 
polls.  Detail  the  occurrences  there  during  the  day,  so  far  as 
they  came  under  your  observation,  in  a  narrative  form. 

Ans.  I  am  a  voter  in  Potato  Neck  District.  I  was  present 
at  the  polls  on  last  election  day  in  said  district.  I  arrived  at 
the  polls  about  10  o'clock  A.  M.  After  being  there  a  while,  I 
saw  the  military  there,  and  I  asked  for  the  commander  of  the 
squad.  He  was  shown  to  me  by  one  of  the  men.  I  asked  him 
what  his  orders  were.  He  told  me  that  it  was  to  open  every 
one's  ticket.  I  then  asked  him  what  for;  and  if  it  was  a  yel- 
low or  Creswell  ticket,  whether  it  was  to  go  in,  and  he  said 
yes.  I  then  asked  him  if  a  white  or  Crisfield  ticket  was  offered, 
whether  that  was  to  go  in  ;  he  told  me  it  was  not.  I  then  asked 
him  if  he  intended  enforcing  that  order  ;  he  said  he  did  not.  I 
inquired  why  he  did  not  enforce  it,  if  such  were  his  orders.  He 
told  me  that  after  the  Governor's  Proclamation  was  read,  they 
concluded  not  to  do  it.  About  noon,  Mr.  Elijah  T.  Hall  came 
up  and  had  some  talk  with  the  officer.  Then  Mr.  Hall  walked 
down  the  neck,  and  met  with  a  Mr.  William  Holland.  They 
walked  back  to  the  polls  together,  and  had  an  interview  with 
this  same  officer.  Then  Mr.  Holland  was  placed  as  a  challen- 
ger. Those  who  Mr.  Holland  challenged  were  sworn,  and  so 
continued  through  the  day. 

Mr.  Alexander — What  is  the  distance  of  the  place  where  the 
polls  were  held  from  the  outlines  of  the  district  on  the  north 
east,  south  and  west?' 
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Ans. — 1  cannot  answer  as  to  the  points  of  the  compass,  but 
on  two  sides  the  distance  is  about  one  and  a  half  miles,  and  the 
other  distances  are  from  three  to  four  miles. 

Ques. — How  many  were  challenged  by  Mr.  Holland  ? 

Ans. — I  cannot  answer  that  question. 

Mr.  Alexander — Name  the  persons  who  were  so  challenged, 
and  say  which  of  them  voted  and  which  of  them  did  not  vote. 

Ans. — I  cannot  answer  that  question. 

Committee  adjourned. 

February  12th,  10  A.  M.,  1864. 

Committee  met — Present  Messrs.  Tyson,  Westcott,  Herbert, 
Hitchcock  and  Dent. 

■    Cyrus  L.  Jones — sworn. 

Mr.  Hagner.  I  was  a  voter  in  Tangier  district,  in  Somerset 
county,  at  the  last  election. 

Mr.  Hagner.  I  arrived  at  the  polls  about  a  quarter  before 
nine  o'clock. 

Mr.  Hagner.  I  was  Chief  Judge  at  the  election  in  Tangier 
district.  We  opened  the  polls  at  9  o'clock.  Swore  ourselves' 
in  as  usual  by  the  law  of  Maryland.  A  sergeant  came  up  and 
said  we  would  have  to  take  the  oath  prescribed  in  Order  No. 
53.  When  I  got  to  the  polls  I  found  six  or  eight  cavalry  men 
at  the  door  of  the  polls  all  armed.  I  told  the  sergeant  that  "we 
were  perfectly  satisfied  to  take  the  oath  prescribed  by  Order 
No.  53,  I  presumed."  I  asked  him  then  who  was  to  adminis- 
ter the  oath.  He  said  he  was  the  man  to  do  it.  He  adminis- 
tered the  oath  to  us,  and  I  asked  him  another  question — "What 
ticket  was  to  be  voted?"  and  he  drew  from  his  pocket  a  yellow 
or  Creswell  ticket,  and  said  no  other  ticket  was  t®  be  voted  that 
day  but  that.  I  then  said  "if  the  oath  is  to  be  adminis- 
tered to  all  you  will  have  to  do  it  yourself."  He  then  went 
out  and  the  door  was  closed,  and  he  took  his  stand  at  the  win- 
dow where  the  votes  v/ere  to  be  put  in,  having  the  soldiers  with 
him,  and  guarded  the  window  all  day. 

Immediately  after  the  soldiers  took  their  stand  at  the  win- 
dow the  voting  commenced.  One  gentleman  offered  a  white 
ticket,  (his  name  was  Mr.  Daniel,)  and  the  Sergeant  told  him 
he  couldn't  vote  that  ticket.  He  went  off  without  voting  ;  then 
several  others  voted  the  Creswell  ticket  without  objection  and 
without  swearing.  Dr.  Rider  attempted  to  vote  the  white 
ticket.  The  soldiers  refused  to  allow  him  to  vote.  They  did 
not  require  him  to  take  the  oath.     They  said,   "You  can't 
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vote  that  ticket."  Dr.  R.  then  went  off  to  Dame's  Quarter 
district.  He  came  np  again  to  vote  about  noon,  and  he  said, 
"  I  can  vote  this  ticket  by  going  to  Dame's  Quarter  again  and 
bringing  back  a  guard."  Said  I,  ''Doctor,  I  would  do  it." 
He  said,  "  No  ;  he  didn't  want  to  make  any  disturbance."  Dr. 
Rider  afterwards  told  me  that  his  ticket,  though  a  Avhite  one, 
had  Mr.  Creswell's  name  written  on  it  for  Congress. 

When  he  came  back  from  Dame's  Quarter,  he  brought  an 
instrument  of  writing  purporting  to  be  signed  by  a  Sergent  at 
Dame's  Quarter,  stating  that  loyal  citizens  were  to  be  allowed 
to  vote  the  white  ticket  by  putting  Creswell's  name  on  it. 
The  Sergeant  at  our  polls  brought  the  paper  to  me.  I  looked 
at  it  and  saw  what  it  was  and  told  him  ''that  man,  (meaning 
the  Sergeant  at  Dame's  Quarter)  had  nothing  to  do  with  our 
polls.  If  w^e  obeyed  eyerj  man's  order,  we  had  better  close,  for 
we  have  the  Governor's  proclamation  here  before  us,  and  we 
have  the  Provost  Marshal  to  obey."  The  Sergeant  at  our  polls 
said  if  the  judges  did  not  take  the  oath  prescribed  in  Order  53, 
the  election  would  be  void.  I  told  him  that  we  had  the  Gov- 
ernor's proclamation  to  go  by,  and  I  thought  we  ought  to  bo 
governed  by  the  Governor,  and  he  observed  that  Ave  had  to 
obey  the  Provost  Marshal  that  day.  I  saw  several  there  that 
did  not  vote  at  all.  It  was  a' long  time  before  I  voted,  for  the 
reason  that  I  did  not  know  how  to  vote,  if  I  were  not  to  be  al- 
lowed to  vote  the  Crisfield  ticket.  Then  word  came  by  the 
order  from  Dame's  Quarter  before  referred  to,  that  we  could  rub 
out  and  change  names  on  the  Creswell  ticket,  so  that  we  voted 
the  yellow  ticket. 

Witness  said,  in  reply  to  a  question  from  one  of  the  Commit- 
tee, that  he  understood  that  the  voters  were  to  be  allowed  to 
change  any  name,  even  Mr.  Creswell's. 

*'I  then  scratched  out  what  I  wanted  off  the  Creswell  or 
yellow  ticket,  and  put  on  those  I  wanted  to  vote  for.  The  Ser- 
geant did  not  know  whom  I  scratched  off.  Gabriel  H.  Rowe, 
at  whose  house  the  militar}^  were  quartered,  and  who  was  a 
candidate  on  the  yellow  ticket  for  House  of  Delegates,  said  that 
it  was  a  day  to  prove  our  loyalty  in  Maryland  ;  that  those  who 
did  not  vote  for  Creswell  would  not  get  "one  red"  for  their 
negroes.  Witness  believes  he  did  vote  for  some  on  the  yellow 
ticket  that  he  would  not  have  voted  for  except  for  tliis  remark 
of  Mr.  Rowe,  nor  Avould  he  have  voted  the  yellow  ticket.  The 
usual  vote  of  Tangier  District,  is  145  to  150  :  on  this  occasion 
it  was  54  or  56.  The  voters  are  pretty  equally  divided  between 
the  Democrats  and  those  opposed  to  them.  In  1861,  Mr.  Cris- 
field got  94  to  Mr.  Henry's  53.  1  voted  for  Long  for  Register 
and  Woolford  for  Clerk, 
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Mr.  Alexander. — What  were  the  political  associations  of  Mr. 
Crisfield  in  March,  1861,  and  for  some  years  before? 

The  Committee  ruled  the  question  inadmissible,  but  said  the 
inquiry  might  be  made  as  to  the  year  1861,  but  not  before  that 
time. 

By  Mr.  Alexander. — No  other  than  the  yellow  ticket  was 
voted  at  Tangier  in  November,  1863.  The  Democratic,  as 
well  as  the  Crisfield  ticket  was  printed  on  white  paper.  Both 
Long  and  Woolford  are  popular  in  Tangier  and  throughout  the 
County. 

By  Mr.  Westcott. — The  soldiers  did  not  allow  any  one  to 
vote  any  but  the  yellow  ticket — they  had  possession  of  the  polls 
all  day. 

•     Dr.  Noah  S.  Eider — sworn. 

Mr.  Hagner. — I  was  a  voter  in  Tangiers  District,  Somerset 
county,  in  November  last. 

Mr.  Hagner. — I  arrived  at  the  polls  at  9  o'clock. 

Mr.  Hagner. — The  polls  were  opened  a  few  minutes  after  my 
arrival-r-I  found  a  sergeant  and  6  or  7  men  at  the  polls.  The 
sergeant  remarked  that  it  was  his  order  to  require  all  persons 
to  vote  the  unconditional  ticket.  I  read  the  order  No.  53,  as 
modified  by  the  President,  and  said  I  thought  his  construction 
was  unauthorized  upon  the  face  of  the  order.  I  offered  my 
ballot,  which  was  a  white  or  Conservative  Union  ticket,  with 
Mr.  Creswell's  and  Mr.  Goldsborough's  name  loritten  on  if — 
but  the  sergeant  remarked,  "You  can't  vote  unless  you  vote 
the  yellow  ticket."  I  then  concluded  to  go'  to  Dame's 
Quarter,  the  adjoining  district,  3  miles  off,  to  see  what  rule 
prevailed  there.  At  Dame's  Quarter,  I  saw  the  Deputy  Provost 
Marshal,  whom  I  knew,  and  who  had  direction  of  the  soldiers 
there,  as  he  informed  me.  I  had  a  conversation  with  Mr. 
McCoy,  stating  to  him  that  I  had  offered  my  vote  at  Tangiers, 
and  had  been  refused  the  privilege  of  voting.  He  then  intro- 
duced me  to  the  officer  stationed  at  the  polls.  I  told  them  I  had 
been  refused,  and  also  how  I  had  intended  to  vote.  They  both 
remarked  that  I  should  have  the  privilege  of  voting,  and  said, 
that  if  necessary,  they  would  afford  me  military  protection. 

(In  answer  to  a  question  put  by  one  of  the  Committee, 
"against  whom  were  you  to  have  military  protection  ?" 

Ans. — As  the  military  had  refused  his  vote,  he  presumed  he 
was  to  have  military  protection  against  the  military  at  Tan- 
giers, who  had  refused  his  vote.) 
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After  having  profFercrl  the  services  of  the  military  at  Dame's 
Quarter,  tliey  suggested  that  they  would  give  me  a  written 
order  to  the  Sergeant  at  Tangiers,  to  which  I  assented,  stating 
to  them  that  I  did  not  wish  to  make  any  disturbance  or  con- 
fusion and  that  I  desired  to  vote.  I  started  hack  with  the 
order,  delivered  it  to  the  Sergeant ;  he  "told  mc  that  it  was  un- 
availing and  that  I  could  not  vote.  I  then  considered  whether 
I  should  go  back  to  Dame's  Quarter  and  report,  and  fearing  it 
might  produce  more  excitement,  I  concluded  to  abandon  the 
idea  of  voting. 

It  was  generally  surmised  previous  to  the  election  day  that 
military  would  be  present.  The  vote  at  the  election  was  small. 
He  would  have  voted  if  allowed,  for  Mr.  Long  for  Register, 
and  Dr.  Dashiel  for  Clerk. 

George  T.  Renshaw — Sworn. 

By  Mr,  Hagner. — I  was  a  voter  in  District  No.  10,  called 
Hungary  Neck,  in  Somerset  county,  at  the  last  election. 

I  arrived  at  the  polls  before  9  o'clock  on  the  inorning  of  that 
election.     I  was  chief  Judge. 

In  a  very  short  time  after  I  arrived  there,  there  was  a  squad 
of  soldiers  came  up,  under  the  command,  I  believe,  of  a  Ser- 
geant, he  said  he  should  require  all  who  voted  the  white  ticket 
or  for  Mr.  Crisfiekl^  to  take  the  oath  prescribed  in  General 
Schenck's  order.  We  opened  the  polls  about  9  o'clock.  It  was 
some  time  before  a  vote  was  offered,  when  a  gentleman  came 
up  to  vote,  and  he  was  told  by  Mr.  Jones,  (one  of  the  other 
Judges),  that  he  was  required  to  take  the  oath.  He  said  he 
was  willing  to  do  so — the  oath  was  administered  to  him  and  he 
voted  the  white  ticket,  with  Mr.  Crisfield's  name  on  it.  All 
which  has  not  Mr.  Crisfield's  name  on  were  not  required  to  take 
the  oath,  whether  a  white  or  yellow  ticket. 

Persons  offering  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  voted  without 
being  sworn. 

The  sergeant  required  the  Judges  to  examine  all  the  tickets 
far  enough  to  ascertain  whether  Mr.  Crisfield's  name  was  on. 
No  candidate  for  Congress  was  printed  or  written  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket.  If  Mr.  Crisfield's  name  was  not  on  the  ticket,  no 
voter  was  required  to  take  the  oath  prescribed  in  Order  from 
General  Schenck.  Sixty-nine  votes  were  polled  on  that  day — 
usual  vote  is  from  110  to  115. 

The  usual  Democratic  vote  in  that  district  is  20  to  25.  There 
were  some  who  went  away 'without  voting — those  I  refer  to  are 
Union  men — two  I  know  of  mV  own  knowledge. 
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By  Mr.  Jones. — No  one  offering  to  vote  was  excluded  from 
voting.  The  soldiers  remained  at  the  polls  all  day.  I  do  not 
know  who  commanded  the  military  or  where  they  belonged. 

John  E.  Bloodsworth,  sworn — 

By  Mr.  Hagner. — I  was  a  voter  in  Hungary  Neck  district  in 
Somerset  county,  in  November,  1863. 

I  arrived  at  the  polls  about  2  P.  M. 

Nothing  occurred  while  I  was  there.  I  found  five  armed 
soldiers  at  the  polls,  commanded  by  an  officer.  I  believe  no 
ticket  was  rejected  but  the  Crisfield  ticket,  which  was  on  white 
paper. 

No  one  offering  a  yellow  ticket  was  required  to  swear,  but 
were  admitted  without  the  oath.  No  one  offering  a  Democratic 
ticket,  was  required  to  swear,  but  their  votes  were  admitted 
without  the  oath. 

All  tickets  were  opened  and  examined  by  the  judges.  Mr. 
Long's  and  Dr.  Dashiell's  names  were  on  the  Crisfield  ticket. 
When  the  judge  calleid  out  my  name,  I  saw  the  sergeant  write 
something  down  which  I  suppose  was  my  name.  Before  1  left 
my  store  to  go  to  the  polls,  a  man  named  Webster,  who  had  been 
to  the  polls,  brought  the  report  that  those  who  voted  the  Cris- 
field ticket  would  be  arrested.  I  know  of  persons  who  were 
deterred  from  going  to  the  polls  who  would  have  voted  the 
Crisfield  ticket  if  they  had  not  heard  that  report. 

Mr.  Webster  who  brought  the  report  spoken  of  was  a  Demo- 
crat,  and  voted,  but  not  for  Congressman. 

By  Mr.  Dent. — There  was  no  objection  to  other  names  on  the 
Crisfield  ticket,  and  no  interruption  of  voters  for  other  candi- 
dates thereon  than  for  Mr.  Crisfield  himself.  There  were  no 
other  candidates  for  Congress  in  that  district  except  Crisfield 
and  Creswell. 

There  were  fifteen  or  twenty  men  that  day  at  my  store  when 
the  report  arrived,  who  were  waiting  to  go  to  the  polls  with  me. 
They  finally  concluded  that  if  they  could  not  vote  without 
taking  the  oath  they  would  go  home,  and  they  did  so.  After 
hearing  the  report  of  the  threat  of  their  arrest  they  returned 
home.  A  report  to  the  same  effect  was  through  the  neighbor- 
hood the  evening  before,  none  of  them  believed  the  soldiers 
would  be  at  the  polls. 

The  usual  Union  vote  in  Hungary  Neck  district  since  1861, 
is  60  to  70. 
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By  Mr.  Tuck. — I  remember  the  names  of  two  Messrs.  Bloods- 
worth,  two  of  the  Messrs.  Simms,  and  two  of  the  Messrs.  Hop- 
kins, Captain  Mason  and  Son,  Mr.  Austin,  and  Mr.  Horner,  and 
Captain  Pritchettj  who  declined  going  to  the  polls  and  went 
home  from  my  store  after  hearing  what  Webster  said.  I  also 
remember  upon  further  reflection.  Captain  Mclntyre,  Captain 
Overton  and  Littleton  Harris.  While  I  was  at  the  polls  no 
voter  was  rejected  who  had  taken  or  offered  to  take  the  oath.  I 
took  the  oath  and  voted,  and  turned  away  immediately.  I  do 
not  know  wliether  my  ticket  was  examined  or  not. 

Edward  F.  Duer,  sworn. 

Mr.  Hagner. — I  was  a  voter  in  the  Princess  Anne  District, 
Somerset  county,  in  November,  1863. 

Mr.  Hagner. — I  arrived  at  the  polls  about  the  time  the  polls 
were  opened. 

Mr.  Hagner. — State  whether  you  know  of  voters  at  said  dis- 
trict who  would  have  voted  for  Mr,  Long  and  Dr.  Dashiell,  if 
they  had  been  allowed  to  vote,  and  who  attended  at  the  polls 
for  the  purpose  of  voting? 

Ans. — I  know  of  some  such. 

If  I  had  been  permitted  to  vote,  I  should  have  votgd  for  Mr. 
Long  and  Dr.  Dashiell. 

The  polls  were  open  about  15  minutes,  and  were  closed  on 
account  of'  the  arrest  of  the  Judges. 
Committee  adjourned  2^  P.  M. 


Committee  met. 


Feb.  12th,  8  P.  M. 


Present — Messrs.  Tyson,  Chairman,  Herbert,  Westcott  and 
Dent. 

Revel  Hay  man,  sworn. 

Mr.  Hagner. — I  was  a  voter  in  Princess  Anne  District,  Som- 
erset county,  at  the  last  general  election  in  November,  1863. 

I  attended  at  the  polls  on  that  day.      I  arrived  about  8^-  A.. 
M.     I  was  the  sheriff  of  the  county  at  that  time. 

When  I  first  arrived  in  Princess  Anne,  I  saw  some  twenty- 
one  or  two  cavalry,  under  Captain  Moore,  in  the  street,  near 
the  Court  House,  drawn  up  in  line.  I  heard  Cajjtain  Mooro 
talking  with  Mr.  Crisfield.  Mr.  Crisfield  asked  Capt.  Moore 
if  he  was  going  to  enforce  that  order  53  of  General  Schenck. 
There  was  a  crowd  around,  listening. 

Captain  Moore  said  he  would  enforce  the  order.      Mr.    Cris- 
field asked  liim  if  he  had  received  the  Governor's  Proclamation, 
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witlitlie  President's  Order  accompanying  it?  Captain  M.  an- 
swered that  he  had,  but  he  had  his  order  from  General  Schenck 
and  he  should  pay  no  attention  to  any  other  order  than  General 
Schenck's.  Mr.  Pinto,  Judge  of  Election,  \yas  present  at  this 
conversation.  Captain  Moore  said  if  the  Judges  refused  to 
obey  Order  No.  53,  he  would  arrest  them  and  send  them  to 
Baltimore.  We  then  went  to  the  Court  House.  The  soldiers 
were  there:  one  squad  at  the  Court  House  gate,  two  men  at  the 
door,  one  at  the  vestibule.  Captain  Moore  and  one  other  offi- 
cer of  lower  grade  stood  just  in  front  of  the  desk  where  the 
Judges  sat,  and  where  the  polls  were  held.  When  the  Judges 
had  taken  their  seats,  Mr.  Pinto,  Chief  Judge,  called  upon  me 
as  Sheriff  to  protect  the  Judges.  I  asked  him  in  what  vay  he 
expected  me  to  protect  him,  and  said  that  I  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  community  to  discharge  my  duty  in  any  way  that  I  thought 
was  required  of  me.  Some  one  remarked,  "Summon  the  by- 
standers," or  something  to  that  efi'ect. 

Then  Mr.  Isaac  D.  Jones  remarked  there  was  no  need  to  do 
anything  of  that  sort.  If  the  military  force  were  going  to  take 
the  thing  in  hand,  why,  of  course,  we  couldn't  resist  them. 
Mr.  Pinto  then  said,  "the  polls  are  open,"  Mr.  Wm.  J.  Brit- 
ingham  then  offered  to  vote.  Capt.  Moore  challenged  him,  and 
handed  t'^e  Order  No.  53  to  the  Judges.  He  asked  Mr.  Brit- 
tingham  if  he  was  willing  to  take  the  oath  prescribed  in  Order 
53.  Mr.  Brittingham  said  he  was.  Capt.  Moore  asked  him 
some  other  questions  about  his  loyalty,  but  I  don't  remember 
the  particulars.  He  fold  the  Judges  to  swear  Mr.  Britting- 
ham. Mr.  Pinto  hesitated,  and  told  him  it  was  a  different  way 
from  the  ordinary  one  of  conducting  elections,  and  asked  him  if 
he  had  seen  the  Governor's  proclamation.  Capt.  Moore  said  he 
had,  but  was  going  to  obey  the  Order  53.  His  orders  were 
from  Gen.  Schenck,  he  said,  and  he  was  going  to  enforce  them. 
Mr.  Pinto  then  picked  up  the  book  to  swear  Mr.  Brittingham; 
and  then  Mr.  Brittingham  remarked  that  if  they  had  to  be 
sworn,  he  had  better  swear  a  half  dozen  at  a  time,  to  save  time. 
Capt.  Moore  said  he  would  swear  but  one  at  a  time.  The  oath 
was  then  administered  to  Mr.  Brittingham',  who  then  voted. — 
Then  Mr.  Arthur  Crisfield  offered  to  vote.  Capt.  Moore  chal- 
lenged him  also,  and  asked  him  about  his  loyalty — if  he  was 
loyal  to  the  government  of  the  United  States?  Mr.  C.  said  he 
was.  Capt.  M.  asked  him  if  he  had  ever  taken  up  arms  against 
the  United  States?  Mr.  C.  said  he  had  not.  Captain  Moore 
asked  him  if  he  didn't  consider  the  rebellion  an  unholy  war, 
(  or  something  of  that  sort,  )  and  if  he  did  not  think  it 
ought  to  put  down?  Mr.  Crisfield  said,  "he  did."  Captain  M. 
then  asked  him  if  he  would  be  willing  to  sacrifice  his  property, 
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if  required,  for  the  sake  of  putting  down  this  rebellion?  Mr. 
C.  said  he  would.  Capt.  M.  then  told  the  Judges  to  swear 
him.  Mr.  Pinto  then  remarked  tliat  "if  every  person  had  to 
go  through  an  examination  of  that  sort,  they  would  never  be 
able  to  get  tlirougli  the  election,  and  he  couldn't  submit  to  it 
any  further, — that  if  Capt.  M.  wanted  to  arrest  him,  he  would 
have  to  do  it."  Capt.  M.  said,  "I  suppose,  then,  you  decline 
obeying  Gen.  Schenck's  order?"  Mr.  Pinto  said,  "we  have 
concluded  to  obey  the  Governor's  proclamation,  and  the  Presi- 
dent's order."  Capt.  M.  said  then  he  would  arrest  them  and 
take  tliem  off.  Mr.  Pinto  then  said,  "if  they  were  arrested 
he  supposed  the  polls  were  then  closed."  There  were  some 
boys  then  who  commenced  thumping  and  clapping  their  hands. 
Capt.  M.  then  said,  "Hut!  Tut!  tut!  I'll  have  none  of  that 
here!"  and  he  and  his  meji  then  seemed  to  draw  together  and 
])ut  their  hands  upon  their  revolvers,  as  if  expecting  an  attack. 
They  sounded  a  bugle,  and  some  half  dozen  more  soldiers  came 
iij.  There  were  only  about  five  in  before.  There  was  stillness 
for  a  while,  and  Capt.  M.  then  asked  if  any  of  the  Judges  had 
a  carriage?  They  said  they  had  not.  He  gave  them  then  some 
fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  to  report  to  him  at  Twilley's  Hotel. 

I  left  town  then  pretty  soon.  After  the  excitement  was  a  little 
over,  I  concluded  I  would  go  to  the  Upper  Trappe 'district. 
Everything  was  quiet  when  I  arrived  there.      I  arrived  about 

II  A.  M.  The  soldiers  came  along  with  Mr.  Pinto  and 
the  other  Judges,  from  Princess  Anne,  while  I  was  at  the  Up- 
per Trappe.  There  Avere  some  soldiers  there,  but  no  dis- 
turbance, and  I  saw  no  one  required  to  take  the  oath. — 
There  were  various  rumors  for  some  three  weeks  before  the 
election,  that  there  would  be  military  interference  with  the 
elections.  Tuesday  before  the  election,  about  a  hundred  cavalry 
men  came  into  Princess  Anne,  it  being  "public  day,"  and  a 
very  large  attendance  of  people  there  from  all  parts  of  the 
count3^  There  was  a  general  inquiry  whether  there  was  to  be 
military  interference  or  not.  It  was  generally  understood  that 
there  was  to  be  such  interference.  Mr,  Collier,  the  Provost 
Marshal,  said  the  day  before  the  election  in  my  presence,  that 
soldiers  would  be  stationed  at  every  polls,  and  none  but  the  yel- 
low ticket  would  be  allowed  to  be  voted.  He  said  in  the  street 
publicly,  in  the  presence  of  several  persons,  the  rest  of  us  con- 
cluded that  we  should  have  no  election,  that  is,  that  we  should 
be  prevented  from  voting  any  but  the  yellow  ticket.  I  should 
have  voted  the  Conservative  Union  ticket,  on  whicli  was  (lie 
names  of  S.  C.  Long  and  Dr.  Dashiell.  In  1861,  we  polled 
some  350  or  GO,  of  which  Mr.  Crisfield  got  some  (JO  or  80  ma- 
jority.    Mr.    Long   is  a  popular   man_in   our  district.  At  the 
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election  in  Kovember  in  that  year,  I  think  the  average  Union 
majority  was  about  90. 

Mr.  Tuck. — Do  you  or  not  recollect  that  on  the  evening  pre- 
ceding the  Governor's  election,  in  1861,  a  body  of  the  military 
arrived  in  the  County,  and  passed  through  Princess  Anne  on 
the  morning  of  the  election  ? 

This  question  objected  to  by  Contestants'  counsel  and  objec- 
tion overruled. 

On  the  day  previous  to  the  Governor's  election  of  1861, 
troops  were  marched  into  the  town  of  Princess  Anne,  and  left 
early  the  next  morning — about  one  regiment  and  one  battery  : 
there  was  no  interference  with  the  election  ;  people  generally  in 
the  town,  from  all  parts  of  the  County,  understood  that  they 
were  on  their  way  to  Tirginia.  They  arrived  at  night  and  left 
early  next  morning. 

Committee  adjourned  at  10  P.  M. 

February  15th,  10|  A.  M. ' 

Committee  met.  Present,  Messrs.  Herbert,  Dent,  Westcott 
and  Tyson. 

Benj.  H.  Foxwell  sworn: 

Mr.  Hagner. — I  was  a  voter  in  Hungary  Neck  District, 
Somerset  County,  at  the  election  November,  3863. 

I  attended  at  the  polls  on  that  day".  I  arrived  a  few  min- 
utes after  9  A.  M. 

The  polls  were  not  opened  when  I  arrived.  I  carried  the 
poll  books  down  to  the  Judges.  There  were,  I  think,  about 
five  soldiers  in  the  room  where  the  ballot  box  was,  and  where 
the  voters  went  in  to  deposit  their  votes.  Every  thing  seemed 
to  be  in  great  confusion,  and  the  Judges  anxious  to  know  what 
state  of  things  was  to  be.  They  had  the  Governor's  Proclama- 
tion, and  showed  it  to  the  Sergeant,  who  seemed  to  have  com- 
mand of  the  soldiers.  The  Sergeant  said  he  had  not  anything 
to  do  with  that  proclamation — that  his  orders  were  from  Cap- 
tain Moore.  He  said  to  the  Judges  that  they  could  go  on  and 
open  the  polls,  and  he  would  tell  them  what  Ids  orders  were. 
The  polls  were  then  opened.  There  was  no  voting  done  for 
several  minutes;  everything  seemed  to  be  still  in  confusion. 
The  Sergeant  took  his  stand  by  the  ballot  box.  After  a  con- 
siderable time,  I  prevailed  upon  a  friend,  Mr.  Chas.  D.  Marsh, 
to  offer  his  vote,  just  to  see  what  would  be  the  result.  The  offi- 
cer demanded  to  see  it.  He  examined  the  ticket  so  as  to  see 
whether  Mr.  Crisfield's  name  was  on  it.  I  don't  think  he 
looked  any  further  down.     Mr.  Crisfield's  name  was  at  the  top 
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of  the  ticket.  It  was  n  white  ticket.  As  soon  as  he  saw  Mr. 
Crisfield's  name  he  ruinarked,  it  Avas  a  challenged  vote,  and 
said  Mr.  Marsh  Avouhl  have  to  take  the  oatli,  wliicli  lie  road 
from  a  hirge  handhill,  it  being  the  oath  prescribed  by  Order 
No.  53.  Mr.  Marsh  took  the  oatli,  which  was  adminiatcred  to 
him  by  one  of  the  Judges,  and  then  voted.  The  officer  con- 
tinued to  stand  by  the  ballot  box,  and  let  us  know  very  plainly 
that  that  was  the  condition  that  we  voted  under,  viz:  that  if 
Mr.  Crisfield's  name  was  on  the  ballot  the  oath  was  to  be  re- 
quired; if  his  name  was  not  on  the  ticket,  the  oath  would  not 
be  rcfjuircd.  This  was  generally  understood  by  half-past  nine 
o'clock;  certainly  before  ten.  After  a  few  votes  had  been  ta- 
ken^ the  Sergeant  commenced  to  make  a  list  of  all  who  had 
taken  the  oath  and  voted  the  Crisfield  ticket.  That  seemed  to 
alarm  the  people  more  than  any  thing  else  that  had  taken 
place.  There  was  very  little  voting  then  for  about  an  hour, 
after  he  commenced  this  list.  I  found  that  people  were  so  em- 
barrassed by  it  that  I  myself  took  the  Sergeant  out  privately^ 
and  prevailed  upon  him  to  stop  making  the  list.  He  de- 
stroyed the  list.  The  election  continued  in  the  way  described 
by  me  before,  that  is  to  say,  those  who  voted  for  Crisfield 
had  to  take  the  oath;  those  who  did  not  vote  for  Crisfield, 
voted  without  taking  the  oath.  Many  who  would  have 
voted  for  Crisfield,  would  not  take  the  oath,  and  would 
not  vote  at  all.  They  said  they  had  no  objection  to  the 
oath  .itself,  but  felt  -their  dignity  insulted  by  being  com- 
pelled to  take  it.  I  heard  them  say  so  at  the  time.  The 
Sergeant,  so  far  as  I  saw,  req[uired  every  white  ticket  to  be 
opened  and  shown  to  him,  so  far  as  to  see  ^whether  Mr. 
Crisfield's  name  was  "on  it.  There  were  three  tickets  in  the 
field.  The  only  ticket  to  which  objection  was  made  was  the 
Crisfield  ticket,  and  the  only  objection  to  that  was  Mr.  Cris- 
field's name.  If  his  name  was  torn  off  or  not  on  the  ticket, 
he  did  not  require  the  oath.  The  names  of  Mr.  Long  for 
Register  of  Wills,  and  of  Dr.  Dashiell  for  Clerk  Circuit 
Court,  were  on  the  Crisfield  ticket.  The  soldiers  were 
armed.  The  vote  polled  was  69.  The  usual  vote  is  I'rom  100 
to  120.  I  don't  recollect  when  we  jJoUed  less  than  100. 
There  were  19  Democratic  tickets  in  the  box  at  the  last 
election.  In  1861  Mr.  Crisfield  (at  a  special  election)  got 
110  and  Mr.  Henry,  his  opponent^  S  for  Congress.  At  the 
general  election,  November,  1861,  the  Democratic  vote  was 
10  in  Hungary  Neck.    ' 

By  Judge  Tuck. — State  the  names  oi  those  who  refused  to 
take  the  oath  and  vote  the  Crisfield  ticket  at  Hungary  Neck 
polls? 
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Ans.  Captain  John  Mclntyre,  Captain  Lester  D.  Overton, 
are  all  I  can  recollect  by  name,  but  I  know  it  was  said  in  gen- 
eral conversation.     I  cannot  call  to  mind  particular  names. 

By  Mr.  Tyson. — The  names  of  Thomas  B.  Moore,  Robert 
J.  Waller,  and  of  Mr.  Somers,  were  on  the  Crisfield  ticket  for 
Judges  of  the  Orphans'  Court,  and  Wm.  J.  Brittingham, 
Henry  C.  Conner,  Thomas  Sudler  and  Josephus  Humphreys, 
for  "House  of  Delegates. 

Mr.  Hagner. — The  weather  was  fine  on  the  day  of  the  last 
election. 

Captain  John  Turner,  sworn: 

Mr.  Hagner. — I  was  a  voter  in  Tyaskin  district,  Somer- 
set county,  at  the  election  in  November,  1863.  . 

I  attended  at  the  polls,"  and  arrived  about  8|  A.  M.  on 
that  day. 

I  Avent  to  the  polls  earlier  than  usual,  and  found  an  unu- 
sually large  number  of  persons,  for  that  time  of  day,  at  the 
polls,  and  among  the  number  were  some  five  cavalry,  under 
an  officer — I  think  a  Lieutenant.  They  were  all  under  the 
control  of  John  W.  Davis,  Deputy  Provost  Marshal  there. 
Soon  after  I  went  up,  I  saw  Mr.  Davis.  I  asked  him  what 
was  the  meaning  of  the  soldiers  being  there.  He  said  they 
had  come  to  guard  the  polls.  I  said,  "Mr.  Davis,  the  result 
will  be  the  election  of  the  opposition  ticket  in  Somerset  county, 
for  there  are  a  great  many  Union  men  who  will  not  come  out 
here  where  there  are  soldiers,  and  submit  to  an  oath."  He 
said.  "Turner,  you  won't  do  by  me  as  I  did  by  you  two  years 
ago.  If  you  vote  for  me  you  will  not  be  submitted  to  any  test 
oath,  and  you  may  send  your  friends  word  to  that  effect."  I 
told  him  I  wouldn't  lay  myself  under  obligation  to  vote  for 
any  man,  and  wouldn't  send  my  friends  any  such  word.  Da- 
vis was  a  candidate  for  Sheriff  at  this  election,  on  the  "League" 
or  "yellow  ticket."  Two  years  before,  I  was  a  candidate,  and 
think  Davis  voted  for  me.  Shortly  aftei-  the  conversation  with 
Davis,  the  polls  were  opened.  The  votes  were  handed  in  at  a 
small  window,  from  the  outside  of  the  house.  When  the 
Judges  declared  the  polls  open,  Mr.  Davis  cleared  off  the  crowd 
that  had  gathered  about  the  window,  and  placed  a  soldier  on 
each  side  of  the  window,  with  instructions  to  admit  not  more 
than  two  men  to  the  window  at  any  one  time.  They  were 
armed  with  a  sabre  and  carbine,  and  two  soldiers  were  sta- 
tioned at  the  window  all  the  time  I  was  there,  which  was  until 
5  o'clock . 
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There  were  three  tickets  in  the  field  :  the  Conservative  Un- 
ion ticket,  having  Mr.  Crisfield  for  Congress,  Dr.  Cadmus 
Dashiell  for  Clerk  of  Circuit  Court,  and  Sidney  C.  Long  for 
Register  of  Wills,  and  being  printed  on  white  paper;  the 
"League"  or  ''yellow  ticket,"  with  Mr.  Creswell's  name  for 
Congress  ;  and  the  Democratic  ticket,  with  no  name  printed  on 
it,  for  Congress,  (though  a  few  votes  were  cast  for  Mr.  Henry,) 
J.  J.  Dashiell  for  Register  and  Col.  Woolford  for  Clerk  ;  this 
ticket  was  also  on  wliite  paper.  There  was  no  obstruction  to 
the  voting  and  no  oath  required  that  I  saw  at  that  polls  on 
that  day.  Very  soon  after  my  conversation  with  Mr.  Davis,  I 
saw  him  in  conversation  with  some  of  the  leading  Democrats. 
They  closed  their  conversation  about  the  time  the  polls  were 
declared  open.  It  was  currently  reported  among  the  persons 
present  that  Mr.  I^avis  had  made  a  bargain  with  the  Democrats 
to  allow  them  to  vote  without  challenge  or  obstruction,  provided 
they  would  vote  for  him  for  Sheriff.  There  were  two  of  the 
Democratic  candidates  present,  Mr.  Douglass  and  Mr.  J.  J. 
Dashiell.  The  vote  was  small.  I  think  that  at  the  general 
election  in  1861  the  vote  was  near  about  three  hundred.  Last 
November  election  the  day  was  fine  and  the  roads  good.  The 
small  attendance,  I  believe,  was  attributable  to  the  fact  that  it 
was  known  the  day  before  that  soldiers  would  be  there.  They 
wera  known  to  be  in  the  district.  From  my  knowledge  of  the 
political  sentiment  of  Tyaskin  district,  I  think  the  Conservative 
Union  ticket  was  most  injured  by  the  military  interference.  I 
cannot  venture  to  estimate  the  loss  in  numbers. 

By  Mr.  Randall. — I  saw  Douglas  and  J.  J.  Dashiell,  Demo- 
cratic candidates,  in  conversation  on  the  day  of  the  election,  at 
the  polls.  They  are  among  the  number  which  I  have  mention- 
ed before  as  being  in  conversation  just  before  the  polls  opened 
with  Davis.  There  were  other  Democrats  standing  around,  but 
Douglass  and  J.  J.  Dashiell  seemed  to  take  the  lead  in  the  con- 
versation. 

Mr.  Tuck. — Do  you  or  not  know  that  a  steamboat,  by  order 
oT  the  Government,  had  appeared  in  the  neighboring  waters, 
some  time  before  the  election,  and  carried  away  many  slaves, 
and  that  the  Provost  Marshal  or  other  Government  ofiicers  had 
stated  that  their  owners  would  not  be  paid  if  they  did  not  vote 
the  Creswell  ticket. 

Ans. — I  do  know  that  a  steamboat  was  there,  and  carried  oflf 
slaves  three  times,  to  my  knowledge,  but  I  don't  know  of  any 
declaration  made  by  the  Provost  Marshal  upon  the  subject  of 
the  inquiry  just  put  to  me.  The  first  trip  of  the  steamboat  was 
on  the  20th.  October,  1863,  and  the  others  were  during  the 
same  week. 
6 
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Wm.  Walter — sworn.  '  . 

Mr.  Hagner. — I  was  a  voter  in  Tyaskin  District,  in  Somereet 
county,  November,  1863. 

I  arrived  at  the  polls  before  they  were  opened.. 

When  I  arrived  I  saw  six  soldiers,  about  thirty  yards  from  the 
polls.  Mr.  Jehu  Davis,  Deputy  Provost  Marshal,  and  a  candi- 
date for  Sheriff,  on  the  yellow  ticket,  appeared  to  have  the  control 
of  the  soldiers.  He  afterwards  sfationed  them  at  the  windows 
where  the  tickets  were  put  in.  I  asked  Davis  what  the  soldiers 
were  there  for?  He  said,  "If  you  or  any  person  else  will  vote 
for  me,  you  won't  be  interrupted,"  He  said  the  soldiers  were 
there  to  protect  the  judges.  The  tickets  were  handed  in  in  the 
usual  way — there  was  no  examination  of  them.  It  was  rumored 
about  on  the  ground  that  the  Democrats  were  going  to  vote  for 
Davis,  and  that  if  they  would,  they  wouldn't  be  interfered 
with.  The  Democrats  made  every  exertion  to  get  out  their 
iull  strength,  and  did  very  well,  and  got  more  votes  than  usual. 
The  supporters  of  the  Crisiield  ticket  did  not  have  a  full 
attendance. 

Mr.  Tuck. — Was  not  the  day  of  election  a  fair  day  for  oys- 
tering,  and  were  not  many  absent  voters  out  oystering  that  day  ? 

Ans. — It  was  a  fair  day  for  oystering,  but  they  were  not  all 
oystermen  who  were  absent.  A  good  many  oystermen  were 
present — some  absent. 

Committee  adjourned  2.45  P.  M. 

*  8^  P.  M.  Committee  met. 

Present — Messrs.  Herbert^  Dent,  Frazier,  Westcott  and 
Tyson'. 

Isaac  Smith  Lankford — sworn. 

Mr.  Hagner. — I  was  a  voter  in  Brinkley's  district,  Somerset 
county,  at  the  election,  November,  1863. 

I  arrived  at  the  polls  about  10  A.  M.,  and  staid  with  a  sliglit 
intermission  until  the  polls  were  closed. 

Some  week  or  ten  days  before  the  election,  there  were  various 
opinions  as  to  whether  the  military  would  be  at  the  polls  or 
not,  I  heard  many  remark  that  if  such  was  to  be  the  case,  they 
would  not  go  to  the  polls,  for  fear  of  a  difficulty  and  distur- 
bance between  citizens  and  militai-y.  On  the  night  before  the 
election  it  was  rumored  all  through  the  district  that  the  mili- 
tary were  on  their  way  down.  During  that  night  the  Gover- 
nor's Proclamation  was  received.  I  heard  of  the  proclamation, 
but  did  not  see  it.     Knowing  the  feeling  of  the  district  from 
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what  I  had  heard  them  say  before,  I  knew  there  would  not  be 
anything  like  a  full  vote,  and  I  started  out  a  little  after  sunrise 
of  the  day  of  the  election  to  give,'  notice  of  the  Governor's 
Proclamation,  to  counteract  the  influence  that  i)revailed  on 
account  of  the  military.  I  then  went  to  the  polls  ;  when  I 
rode  up  I  found  the  military  in  charge  of  the  polls.  There 
were  eleven  or  twelve  on  the  ground,  but  not  more  than  three 
at  the  window  where  the  tickets  were  put  in,  under  charge  of  a 
Captain  or  Lieutenant.  I  did  not  advance  nearer  than  twenty 
■feet  of  the  window,  when  I  inquired  for  the  Governor's  Procla- 
mation. A  gentleman  handed  it  to  me  ;  I  commenced  reading 
it.  I  got  nearly  through  when  my  attention  was  attracted  by 
an  excitement  around  the  window  where  the  polls  were.  The 
citizens  advanced  to  the  window  in  large  numbers  I  saw  the 
officer  give  way;  the  citizens  advanced  upon  him  and  he  gave 
way;  there  was  no  violence  used.  I  heard  some  gentleman 
who  was  helping  to  shove  the  officer  off  say,  be  quiet  and  you 
won't  be  hurt.  Dr.  Dennis  waved  his  hat  and  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  people  to  the  fact  that  the  polls  were  now  clear  of 
the  soldiers.  The  polls  remained  open  until  6  o'clock.  The 
soldiers  were  cleared  away  about  half  an  hour  after  I  arrived, 
that  is  about  10^  o'clock.  There  was  no  voting  going  on  when 
I  got  there,  the  "Judges  refused  to  comply  with  Gen.  Schenck's 
order,  and  the  soldiers  would  not  let  the  voting  proceed  without 
complying  with  this  order.  The  Judges  were  acting  under  the 
Governor's  Proclamation;  they  told  me  so  during  the  day,  and 
the  officer  told  me  he  was  acting  under  Gen.  Schenck's  order. 
There  were  two  white  tickets  and  one  yellow  ticket  in  the  field. 
The  yellow  ticket  is  also  called  the  '^Creswell  ticket"  and  the 
Baltimore  League  ticket.  The  vote  was  not  full — it  was  about 
twenty  short.  The  full  vote  is  about  260.  I  think  the  Demo- 
crats made  a  larger  poll  than  usual.  The  Union  vote  was 
considerably  smaller  than  usual.  I  have  a  son  in  the  Purnell 
Legion,  named  Edward  Lankford.  He  would  have  voted  the 
white  Union  ticket.  He  received  information  that  he  would  be 
arrested  if  he  went  to  the  polls.  When  I  arrived  there 
persons  asked  me  why  he  did  not  come,  and  said  if  he  would 
come  the  soldiers  should  not  arrest  him.  John  Lankford,  one 
of  the  Purnell  Legion,  said  to  me  the  day  before  the  election. 
''I  would  promise  to  vote  for  anybody  for  the  sake  of  getting 
home."  He  said  transportation  was  refused  him  by  his  officer, 
unless  he  would  promise  to  vote  the  Creswell  or  "yellow 
ticket."  I  think  William  Lankford  voted  very  soon  after  the 
soldiers  were  shoved  away  from  the  polls.  There  Avas  no 
hindrance  after  the  soldiers  were  shoved  away. 

Committee  adjourned  at  10  P.  M. 


Committee  met. 
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Feb.  16th,  8A  P. 


Present — Messrs.  Tyson*  Chairman,  Westcott,  Frazier  and 
Hitchcock.  Mr.  Eugene  L.  Didier  was  sworn  as  reporter  to 
the  Committee  well  and  faithfully,  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  to 
perform  the  duties  of  that  office. 

Oliver  W.  Tilghman's  Testimony. 

1st  General  Question. — Were  you  a  voter  in  Somerset  County 
at  the  general  election  in  November,  1863  ?  if  yea,  state  in 
what  district, 

Ans. — I  was,  in  Salisbury  District. 

2nd  General  Question. — State  whether  you  attended  at  the 
polls  on  said  election  day  :  if  yea,  state  at  what  time  you  ar- 
rived there. 

Ans. — Some  time  in  the  course  .of  the  afternoon  ;  I  went  up 
to  vote. 

Sd  General  Question. — State,  in  a  narrative  form,  the  occur- 
rences at  said  polls,  so  far  as  they  passed  under  your  observa- 
tion during  the  day. 

Ans. — I  understood  they  had  rejected  those  tickets  that  were 
offered  on  white  paper,  and  I  wanted  to  prove  the  thing,  to  my 
own  satisfaction.  I  had  a  piece  of  white  paper  and  a  piece  of 
yellow  paper.  I  took  two  names  ofp  the  abolition  ticket  (the 
yellow  ticket)  an<l  wrote  the  same  two  names  on  a  piece  of  yel- 
low paper  and  on  a  piece  of  white  paper,  and  advanced  towards 
the  polls  with  the  yellow  paper  in  my  hand^  and  the  white 
piece  in  my  vest  pocket.  They  made  way  for  me  to  go  up  and 
vote.  I  asked  the  question  whether  I  was  entitled  to  vote. 
They  said  certainly.  I  was  in  the  act  of  presenting  the  yellow 
ticket  to  the  Judge,  when  I  observed,  if  it  made  no  difference, 
I  believed  I  would  vote  the  white  one.  Upon  this  a  person 
who  was  looking  over  my  shoulder  said  he  objected  to  it,  I 
turned  around  immediately,  and  asked  him  what  were  his 
reasons  forobjecting  :  if  it  was  because  it  was  on  white  paper  ? 
He  said  he  was  placed  there  for  that  purpose,  to  object  to  all  on 
white  paper. 

I  then  opened  both  pieces  of  paper,  and  asked  him  to  read 
the  names  for  himself.  He  looked  over  them,  and  said  they 
were  both  the  sam€.  I  asked  him  what  would  be  the  difference 
whether  I  voted  the  white  one  or  yellow  one.  He  then  observ- 
ed, "I  suppose  you  did  this  to  find  out  something  ?  "  I  told 
him  I  did  it  to  expose  the  whole  business.  He  then  wanted  me 
to  vote.     I  said  I  would  not  vote  to  save  his  life.     J  then  turn- 
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ed  upon  my  heel  and  left.  I  had  no  further  use  of  staying 
there.  I  had  the  names  of  Samuel  A.  Graham  and  Wm.  J. 
Humphreys  on  those  two  pieces  of  paper.  Neither  of  those 
pieces  of  paper  was  a  regular  ticket. 

Alick  Walston  and  Thomas  Ellis  were  the  persons  placed 
there  as  challengers,  who  refused  my  vote  ;  they  were  jjlaced 
there  hy  Provost  Marshal  Collier.  I  keepti  store  in  Salisbury. 
My  place  of  business  is  a  very  little  distance  from  the  polls.  I 
do  not  think  I  saw  those  challengers  challenge  others.  I  was 
not  close  at  the  time.  I  saw  but  two  kinds  of  tickets  voted  on  that 
day.  There  might  have  been  others,  but  I  am  not  aware  of  the 
fact.  I  had  no  conversation  with  the  Provost  Marshal  on  the 
day  of  election.)  I  never  had  but  very  little  conversation  with 
him  in  any  way.  I  believe  there  was  no  particular  conversa- 
tion with  regard  to  the  election,  between  him  and  me.  I  saw 
soldiers  in  Salisbury.  They  came  down  on  Monday,  and  on 
Tuesday  they  were  distributed  in  the  different  election  districts. 
The  Fair  was  on  the  first  Monday  of  November.  I  do  not  re- 
collect whether  there  was  a  political  meeting  on  that  day.  I 
believe  it  was  the  day. 

George  W.  Parsons'  Testimony. 

1st  General  Question. — Were  you  a  voter  in  Somerset  County 
at  the  general  election  in  November,  1863  ?  If  yea,  state  in 
what  district. 

Ans. — I  was — in  Salisbury  district. 

2d  General  Question. — State  whether  you  attended  at  the 
polls,  on  said  election  day.  If  yea,  state  at  what  time  you  ar- 
rived there. 

Ans. — I  did  attend  on  the  day  named.  I  arrived  a  few  mi- 
nutes after  9  o'clock. 

3d  General  Question. — State,  in  a  narrative  form,  the  occur- 
rences at  said  polls,  so  far  as  they  passed  undei-  your  observa- 
tion during  the  day. 

Ans.  The  citizens  of  Salisbury  were  under  no  apprehensions 
about  military  interference,  owing  to  assurances  which  they 
had  had  from  Col.  Wallace,  that  none  of  his  men  sliould  inter- 
fere, and  from  other  assurances  tliat  there  would  be  no  military 
interference  from  other  parties. 

The  day  before  the  election  four  hundred  Connecticut  cavalry 
arrived  in  Salisbury,  and  they  were  distributed  to  diil'erent 
parts  of  the  county.  On  the  day  of  election,  I  approached  the 
polls  in  company  with  Mr.  George  Waller,  who  was  in  doubt 
whetlier  to  vote  or  not,  and  asked  my  advice  on  the  subject.     I 
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cessary, and  vote.  He  went  to  the  polls  and  did  so.  Just  after 
he  voted  a  squad  of  the  First  Connecticut  cavalry  took  a  posi- 
tion at  the  polls  with .  drawn  swords,  which  cavalry  were  in 
command  of  the  Provost  Marshal.  They  challenged  every  man 
Avho  came  with  the  white  ticket.  They  stated  this  to  be  their 
orders.  They  told  ^e  this  themselves  when  they  were  relieved 
one  by  the  other,  at  eleven  o'clock. 

My  brothers  were  not  permitted  to  vote  without  taking  the 
oath.  They  offered  the  conservative  Union  ticket.  Dr.  Wm. 
H,  Eyder  endeavored  to  vote.  He  was  told  that  he  could  not 
vote  without  taking  the  oath.  He  declined,  under  the  circum- 
stances, to  vote.  Mr.  S.  H.  Tarr  endeavored  to  vote.  He  was 
told  that  he  could  not  vote  without  taking  the  oath  by  Provost 
Marshal  J.  Collier.  He  refused  to  vote  under  the  circumstan- 
ces. Matthew  J.  Toadvine  appeared  to  vote  and  was  prevented 
from  voting.  They  would  neither  let  him  take  the  oath  nor^vote. 
All  these  circumstances  which  I  am  stating,  occurred  in  my 
presence.  Capt.  J.  H.  Bush  attempted  to  vote.  He  was  de- 
nied both  the  oath  and  the  privilege  of  voting. 

'  In  the  meantime,  there  were  persons  present  who  voted  the 
yellow  ticket  without  opposition.  The  soldiers  on  guard  were 
relieved  about  twelve  o'clock.  Four  men  were  appointed  by 
the  Provost  Marshal  as  challengers  in  the  place  of  the  soldiers 
who  were  the  first  challengers.  Ebenezer  Disharoon  attempted 
to  vote  the  white  ticket.  His  vote  was  challenged,  and  he  did 
not  vote.  Calvin  Disharoon  appeared  to  vote  the  white  ticket. 
His  vote  was  challenged.  He  was  not  allowed  to  vote  the  white 
ticket.  He  left  the  polls  and  obtained  a  yellow  ticket,  upon 
which  he  said  that  he  had  the  same  names,  when  he  offered  it 
to  the  judges,  as  he  had  upon  the  white  one.  He  was  permitted 
to  vote  that  without  any  opposition.  He  remarked  to  the  chal- 
lenger that  he  thought  it  bad  treatment  in  him  to  challenge 
his  vote.  The  challenger  replied  that  he  was  placed  there  by 
order  of  the  Provost  Marshal,  and  whatever  he  said  should  be 
done,  and  the  rest  of  the  men  who  were  along  with  him  (the 
other  three)  said  that  no  man  should  vote  the  white  ticket  there 
that  day  ;  that  these  were  the  Provost  Marshal's  orders. 

Mr.  Long  was  the  candidate  for  Kegist'er,  and  Dr.  Dashiell  for 
Clerk  on  the  white  ticket.  The  oath  referred  to,  was  the  one 
prescribed  by  General  Schenck  in  Order- No.  53.  Mr.  Tarr  at- 
tempted a  second  time  to  vote,  He  was  again  prevented  by 
the  Provost  Marshal^  who  said  that  he  had  been  allowed  the 
privilege  to  vote  once  that  day,  and  that  now  he  should  not  vote 
at  all,  and  that  no  other  damned  Copperhead  should  vote  there 
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that  day.  This  I  heard  myself.  Mr.  Tarr  had  the  Conservative 
Union  ticket  which  I  gave  him  myself,  and  this  is  the  one'hc 
wished  to  vote.  George  B.  Hart  endeavored  to  vote.  He  was 
denied  the  privilege  of  taking  the  oath — they  would  neither  let 
him  vote  nor  take  the  oath. 

Qiics. — Did  Tarr  ask  why  he  was  a  Copperhead — and  did  you 
hear  anything  said  about  the  General's  Order  ? 

Ans. — When  he  first  attempted  to  vote,  he  remarked  to  the 
Judges  that  he  was  entitled  to  a  vote  under  the  Governor's  Proc- 
lamation or  something  to  that  effect.  I  think  the  Judge  re- 
marked that  the  Order  had  not  come  to  him  officially;  that  he 
was  under  the  Provost  Marshal's  orders,  and  therefore,  he  was 
not  bound  to  obey  it,  (the  Governor's  Proclamation.)  Jacob 
White  was  the  Chief  Judge,  and  he  was  the  candidate  for 
Judge  of  the  Orphans'  Court  on  the  yellow  ticket.  I  did  not 
hear  him  use  any  strong  language  about  the  Governor's  Procla- 
mation. 

A  friend  of  mine  prepared  a  white  ticket,  upon  the  back  of 
which  he  pasted  yellow  paper,  Avith  the  intention  of  voting  it 
himself.  He  did  not  vote  that  ticket  himself,  but  gave  it  to 
another  friend  of  mine  who  voted  the  ticket,  and  it  was  counted 
out  in  the  evening,  and  when  it  came  out  of  the  box  one  of  the 
judges  remarked  that  there  Avas  foul  play  ;  that  somebody  had 
cheated  them.  This  was  said  by  Jacob  White,  who^fvas  a  can- 
didate for  Judge  of  the  Orphans'' Court. 

Ques. — How  did  these  men,  wlxo  v/ere  placed  there  as  chal- 
lengers, behave  ? 

Ans. — They  were  very  disorderly  ;  three  of  them  were  very 
drunk. 

Ques. — How  did  they  treat  voters  ? 

Ans. — Very  ungentlemanly. 

Ques. — Did  you  see  any  tickets  opened  and  examined  by  the 
judges  at  the  time  they  were  handed  in  ? 

Ans. — Yes,  Sir  ;  I  saw  Mathias  Disharoon,  one  of  the  judges 
of  election,  open  a  ticket. 

Ques. — Provost  Marshal  Collier  was  present  during  the  day? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir. 

Ques. — Did  you  hear  him  say  anything  in  your  presence  in 
reference  to  the  election  ? 

Ans. — I  had  heard  him  express  himself  as  being  very  de- 
sirous of  having  the  emancipation  ticket  carried  in  the  county. 
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On  one  occasionj  I  heard  him  say  that  he  was  going  to_  carry 
it,  or  have  it  carried  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  Previous  to 
making  this  remark,  he  said^  in  the  presence  of  myself  and 
a  friend,  that  he  had  received  a  communication  (I  do  not  know 
whether  it  was  a  letter  or  a  telegram)  from  the  Provost  Mar- 
shal, (he  did  not  say  what  Provost  Marshal,)  that  a  regiment 
of  men  were  at  his' disposal,  and  that  he  should  write  him  word 
if  he  needed  them.  My  friend  asked  him  what  use  they  were 
intended  for  with  us.  His  reply  was,  "To  he  candid  Avith  you, 
I  do  not  know  any  other  way  of  using  them  to  advantage  ex- 
cept to  carry  the  emancipation  ticket."  This  was  previous  to 
the  election. 

Ques. — Did  you  vote? 
Ans. — I  did. 

Queg, — Tell  the  circumstances  about  your  own  voting  ;  were 
you  sworn  ? 

j^ns. — I  was  not.  I  suppose  my  vote,  except  one  other,  was 
the  only  vote  which  was  cast  there  without  being  sworn.  I 
voted  immediately  after  dinner.  I  drove  to  town  with  a  man 
who  was  working  with  me  at  the  time.  He  went  up  imme- 
diately before  me,  took  the  oath,  and  voted.  I  approached  the 
polls  and  handed  my  ticket  to  Mr.  Mathias  Disharoon,  the 
judge.  He  said  to  me,  "Mr.  Parsons,  your  vote  is  challenged." 
I  turned  around  to  the  crowd,  and  asked,  "Who  challenges  my 
vote  here?"  No  one  answering,  I  turned  back  to  the  judge 
and  said  :  "Judge,  my  vote  is  not  challenged  ;  have  I  a  right 
to  vote?  He  said,  "Certainly,  you  have,"  and  deposited  my 
vote  in  the  box.  This  was  after  the  soldiers  had  been  removed 
from  the  polls. 

Ques. — Were  you  in  Salisbury  on  the  Monday  before  the 
election? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir. 

Ques. — Was  there  a  political  meeting? 

Ans. — Yes,  Sir.     Mr.  Crisfield  spoke. 

Ques. — Do  you  remember  the  arrival  of  any  individuals  when 
Crisfield  was  speaking? 

Ans. — I  recollect  the  arrival  of  a  company  of  soldiers,  which 
had  been  formerly  raised  in  Somerset  county.  They  interrupt- 
ed the  meeting  very  much.  There  was  great  hurraing.  They 
stopped  just  behind  the  speaker's  stand. 

Ques. — Was  there  a  large  attendance  in  Salisbury  at  the 
Fair? 
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Ans. — There  was  a  pretty  large  attendance  of  persons  from 
all  parts  of  Somerset  county. 

Qiies. — Then  it  became  fully  known  that  soldiers  were  to  ap- 
])ear  at  the  polls? 

Ans. — They  imagined  so. 

Ques. — Did  you  see  the  Judges  of  Election  of  Princess  Anne 
brought  into  Salisbury? 

Ans. — I  saw  the  Judges  of  Princess  Anne  in  Salisbury  im- 
mediately after  they  had  been  released  and  had  been  brought 
to  Salisbury. 

Ques. — Do  you  know  anything  of  the  manner  in  which  they 
had  been  brought? 

Ans. — I  asked  Mr.  Pinto,  who  was  one  of  the  Judges,  how 
he  got  out.     He  said  he  was  released  by  General  Lockwood. 

Ques. — Did  you  see  any  objection  made  to  any  voters,  except 
those  who  had  the  white  ticket. 

Ans. — No,  sir.  The  only  cause  of  challenge  was  having  the 
white  ticket.  When  the  400  cavalry  arrived,  they  passed 
through  the  streets  by  companies,  on  the  Monday  before  the 
election.  The  same  evening,  after  the  political  meeting  was 
over,  they  hurraed  very  loudly  for  Creswell.  I  forgot  to  state 
one  other  case.  Mr.  Purnell  Toadvine  came  to  the  polls  just 
before  they  closed.  He  was  just  home  from  the  city.  He  asked 
the  judge  if  he  would  b6  permitted  to  vote;  that  he  had  un- 
derstood that  persons  had  been  prevented  from  voting  there 
that  day.  The  Judge  told  him  he  could  vote.  Mr.  Toadvine 
then  asked  him  for  a  ticket,  and  he  gave  him  a  yellow  one. 
He  said  that  did  not  suit  him,  and  he  asked  if  he  had  no  other 
sort  of  ticket.  The  Judge  told  him  he  had  none.  He  then 
asked  for  pen,  ink  and  paper,  and  commenced  to  make  out  a 
ticket,  the  Judge  looking  over  him.  When  he  had  got  about 
half  through,  the  Judge  remarked  to  him  that  he  would  have 
to  swear.  He  said  very  well,  that  he  had  taken  the  oath  many 
times,  and  would  cheerfully  do  so  again.  He  finished  his 
ticket,  took  the  oath,  and  his  ticket  was  deposited  by  the  Judge, 
Jacob  White. 

Ques. — For  whom  did  he  vote  ? 

Ans. — I  am  sure  he  voted  tor  Mr.  Crisfield.  I  am  almost  cer- 
tain that  he  voted  the  conservative  ticket.  I  know  that  he  did 
not  vote  the  yellow  ticket.  , 

Cross  examination — By  Judge  Tuck. 

You  have  stated  that  assurances  had  beerf  given,  some  days 
before  the  day  of  election,  that  the  military  would  not  interfere 
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in  tlie  election.     State  who  gave  these  assurances  besides  Col. 
Wallace  ? 

Ans. — Mr.  Arthur '  Crisfield  met  a  number  of  citizens  of 
Salisbury,  and  assured  them  that  his  father  had  information 
that  there  would  be  no  military  interference  on  the  day  of  elec- 
tion. 

Ques. — He  was  the  only  person  who  made  this  statement? 

Ans.  Yes,  sir. 

Ques. — To  a  number  of  citizens  of  Salisbury? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir.  There  were  several  of  them  present.  What- 
ever apprehensions  they  had  of  military  interference  were  par- 
tially dispelled  when  the  Grovernor's  proclamation  arrived.  I 
heard  several  persons  on  the  day  of  election  say  that  they 
would  not  vote  while  there  were  soldiers  at  the  polls. 

Ques. — Will  you  state  who  those  persons  were  whom  you 
,  heard  say  they  would  not  vote  because  the  military  were  there? 

Ans. — Mr.  Peter  Freeny  was  one,  and  Noah  Harney  was  an- 
other. 

Ebenezer  Disharoon's  Testimony. 

1st  General  Question. — Were  you  a  voter  in  Somerset  county, 
"  at  the  general  election  in  November,  1863.     If  yea^  state  in 
what  district. 

Ans. — I  was,  sir,  in  Salisbury  district. 

2d  General  Question. — State ,  whether  you  attended  at  the 
polls  on  said  election  day.  If  yea,  state  at  what  time  you  ar- 
rived there. 

Ans. — I  could  not  say  positively,  what  time  I  arrived  there. 
I  was  at  the  polls  knocking  about. 

3d  General  Question. — State,  in  a  narrative  form,  the  occur- 
rences at  said  polls,  so  far  as  they  passed  under  your  observa- 
tion during  the  day. 

Ans. — When  I  went  to  the  polls,  I  found  soldiers  there, 
standing  and  guarding  the  polls  as  I  thought — I  saw  them 
with  arms  in  their  hands.  After  the  middle  of  the  day,  I  con- 
cluded that  I  would  vote.  I  made  out  my  ticket  myself,  and 
offered  to  vote  it.  A  man  who  was  standing  by,  objected  to  it. 
I  thought  it  was  merely  a  joke  of  his,  and  gave  my  ticket  to  the 
chief  judge,  Mr.  White,  when  Mr.  Walston  said,  '^I  object  to 
his  vote.'^  As  he  (Walston)  had  said  before  the  election,  that 
if  there  was  a  Union  man  in  town  he  believed  I  was  that  man. 
I  thought  his  objecting  was  a  joke.     Then,  when  Mr.  White 
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told  me  I  was  objected  to,  and  could  not  vote,  I  asked  him  why. 
He  said,  "If  you  swear,  you  can  vote."  I  told  him  I  would 
not  do  that,  and  turned  off,  because  they  all  knew  me  and 
knew  how  I  stood  as  well  as  themselves. 

I  intended  to  vote  for  Long  for  Eegister,  and  Dr.  Dashiell 
for  Clerk.  I  intended  to  vote  for  Creswell  for  Congress.  I 
told  them  before  the  election  there  were  not  enough  names  on 
both  tickets  for  me  to  make  out  my  ticket  by.  My  ticket  was 
on  white  paper. 

Ques. — Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  Provost  Marshal 
Collier  on  the  day  of  election,  or  immediately  preceding  it  ? 

Ans.  I  do  not  know  that  I  said  any  thing  to  him  before  the 
election,  but  after  I  ofifored  to  vote,  Collier  said  it  was  strange 
that  I  should  be  objected  to.  I  then  got  Collier,  who  knew  I 
was  going  to  vote  lor  Creswell,  to  put  his  name  on  the  back  oi' 
the  ticket,  I  intended  to  vote  to  identify  it.  But  I  did  not 
vote.     I  got  displeased,  and  put  the  ticket  in  my  pocket. 

Ques. — Do  you  live  in  Salisbury  ? 

Ans.  I  did  at  that  time. 

Ques.— d)id  you  see  Judge  Pinto  and  others  brought  there 
tliat  day  ? 

Ans. — I  did,  and  spoke  to  them. 

Ques. — Who  brought  them  there  ? 

Ans.  There  were  soldiers  with  them.  I  do  not  know  who 
brought  them. 

Ques. — What  time  of  day  did  you  offer  to  vote  ? 

Ans. — I  think  it  was  about  12  o'clock;  it  was  after  the  middle 
of  the  day. 

Ques. -^ Were  the  Judges  carried  away  from  Salisbury  at  once, 
or  did  they  remain  there  all  night  ? 

Ans. — I  think  they  were  carried  out  to  camp. 

Ques. — Did  you  hear  the  Judges  say  anything  about  the  Gov- 
ernor's or  Schenck's  Proclamation  ? 

Ans. — I  do  not  remember.  I  asked  the  Chief  Judge,  Mr. 
White,  how  lie  could  act  as  he  did  after  taking  the  oath  whicli 
he  did  as  Judge.  He  replied  that  he  had  taken  a  different  oath 
this  time  from  the  one  which  he  usually  took  as  Judge. 

Ques. — What  was  the  conversation  about  the  Governor's 
Proclamation  ? 
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AnSk — I  do  not  know  positively. 

Ques. — How  did  these  men  behave  who  were  stationed  to 
challenge  voters  ? 

Ans. — They  did  not  appear  to  be  anyways  mad.  They  stood 
at  the  polls,  and  if  a  man  liad  a  white  ticket,  they  objected 
to  it. 

Ques. — What  is  your  age,  Mr.  Disharoon? 

Ans. — I  am  60  years  old.  My  son,  Ebenezer,  went  up  to 
vote;  they  objected  to  him,  and  he  did  not  vote.  My  son  Cal- 
vin had  a  white  ticket  objected  to.  He  went  off  and  got  a  yel- 
low ticket,  and  put  the  same  names  on  it  as  were  on  the  white 
ticket.     This  was  taken  in. 

Ques. — Did  you  see  any  tickets  opened  and  examined  by  the 
Judges?  . 

Ans. — I  would  not  say  positively  that  I  did. 

Ques. — Did  you  see  the  soldiers  come  in  Salisbury  on  the 
Monday  before  the  election? 

Ans.— I  saw  them  there,  but  will  not  say  positively  that  I 
saw  them  come  in. 

Ques. — Did  you  hear  any  other  objection  being  made  to  vo- 
ters except  they  had  the  white  ticket?  Was  any  man  objected 
to  who  ofi'ered  to  vote  the  yellow  ticket? 

Ans. — Not  that  I  know  of. 

Ques. — That  was. the  only  ground  of  objecting  made  at  the 
polls  on  that  day? 

Ans. — I  think  the  white  ticket  was  objected  to  because  they 
knew  Sam.  Graham's  name  was  not  on  it  as  a  candidate  for 
Clerk.  They  heard  me  say  before  the  election  that  I  would  not 
vote  for  Sam.  Graham. 

Ques. — You  heard  no  other  objection  except  that  Sam.  Gra- 
ham's name  was  not  on  the  white  ticket?  Did  you  not  hear 
any  objection  made  because  he  was  not  a  resident,  or  for  any 
similar  cause? 

Ans. — No,  sir. 

February  17th,  1864. 

The  Committee  met  to-day  at  10  A.  M. 

Present — Messrs.  Tyson,  chairman;  Westcott,  Frazier, 
Hitchcock,'  Herbert  and  Dent. 

Captain  James  Phoebus'  testimony. 
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1st  General  Question. — Were  you  a  voter  in  Somerset  county 
at  the  general  election  in  November,  1863?  If  yea,  state  in 
what  district?  ^ 

Ans. — Yes,  sir;  Dame's  Quarter  District.    • 

2d  General  Question. — State  whether  you  attended  at  t  he 
polls  on  said  election  day? — If  yea,  state  at  what  time  you  ar- 
rived there. 

Ans. — I  helieve  I  cast  the  first  vote  that  was  cast  on  that  day. 

3d  General  Question. — State  in  a  narrative  form  the  occur- 
rences at  said  polls  so  far  as  they  passed  under  your  observa- 
tion during  the  day. 

Ans. — I  found  all  quiet  when  I  got  there.  The  soldiers  were 
just  arriving  when  I  cast  my  vote.  I  voted  without  molesta- 
tion. After  I  had  "^oted,  I  went  down  to  the  next  polls,  Tan- 
giers  District.  On  coming  down  there,  I  met  Dr.  Ryder  going- 
out  to  the  polls  I  was  leaving.  He  told  me  he  could  not  vote; 
that  they  would  not  allow  him  to  vote  there.  When  I  got  to 
the  Tangiers  polls,  I  found  there  was  no  one  voting,  except 
the  yellow  ticket.  Wbile  I  was  sitting  in  the  room,  where  the 
Judges  were.  Dr.  Ryder  came  to  the  window  and  handed  in 
a  piece  of  paper.  It  was  from  the  Sergeant  at  the  Dame's 
Quarter  polls,  stating  that  all  persons  vrho  would  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance  should  be  allowed  to  vote.  Dr.  Ryder  was  standing 
at  the  window  ready  to  take  the  oath.  They  told  him  he  could 
not  vote,  unless  he  voted  on  the  yellow  paper.  He  told  him  that 
he  was  going  to  vote  tUe  Union  ticket ;  that  he  was  going  to  vote 
for  Mr.  Creswell  and  the  other  officers  on  the  Republican  ticket, 
but  he  would  not  vote  on  the  yellow  paper.  They  said  he  could 
not  vote,  unless  he  did  vote  the  yellow  paper.  Nor  did  he 
vote  Avhile  I  was  there,  nor  do  I  think  he  voted  at  all.  I 
do  not  know  that  there  was  a  vote  cast  at  Tangiers  while 
I  was  there.  I  then  went  back  to  Dame's  Quarter,  and  as 
well  as  my  memory  serves  me,  Dr.  Ryder,  or  some  other  per- 
son, told  me  that  the  Provost  Marshal  there,  McCoy,  should 
send  down  further  authority  to  allow  those  to  vote  at  Tan- 
giers who  took  the  oath^  without  any  interference.  I  told 
McCoy  of  it.  He  said:  "I  have  nothing  to  do  with  it." 
I  remained  a  short  time  at  this  polls  after  my  return,  and 
I  saw  some  come  in  to  vote.  Whenever  they  had  the  white 
ticket  they  were  challenged.  1  had  no  other  conversation  with 
McCoy  than  what  I  have  slated.  The  yellow  tickets  were 
allowed  to  be  voted  without  molestation  at  Dame's  Quarters. 
If  a  white  ticket  approached,  it  was  challenged.  The  soldiers 
were  in  possession  of  the  polls  at  both  places,       McCoy  was  in 
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charge  of  tlie  soldiers  at  Dame's  Quarter,  as  far  as  I  could  see. 
I  do  not  think  I  saw  any  ticket  opened  on  tliat  day. 

0  CROSS-EXAMINATION. 

Ques. — You  did  state  tliat  Mr.  McCoy  was  acting  as  Provost 
Marshal  ? 

Ans. — I  said  so. 

Ques. — Do  you  not  know  whether  Mr,  McCoy  was  supporting 
Long  for  Eegister  of  Wills  ? 

Ans. — I  do  not  know.  Long  was  on  the  white  ticket.  I  do 
not  know  that  I  saw  a  Democrat  ticket  that  day.  The  white 
tickets  were  challenged. 

John  W.  Moore's  Testimony. 

1st  General  Question. — Were  you  a  voter  in  Somerset  county 
at  the  general  election  November,  1863?  If  yea,  state  in  what 
district. 

Ans. — I  was,  sir,  in  Tyaskin  district. 

2d  General  Question. — State  whether  you  attended"  at  the 
polls  on  said  election  day.  If  yea,  state  iit  what  time  you  ar- 
rived there. 

.Ans. — I  did  Sir.  I  arrived  between  8  and  8|  A.  M.  I  found 
soldiers  at  the  polls  when  I  got  there — six,  I  believe.  They  were, 
reported  to  be  under  the  control  of  J.  W.  Davis,  Provost  Mar- 
shall, who  was  a  candidate  for  sheriff  on  the  yellow  ticket. 
During  the  course  of  the  day  I  had  a  conversation  with  him;  it 
was  about  two  o'clock.  He  asked  me  how  many  votes  I  thought 
he  was  going  to  get.  I  told  him  I  did  not  think  he  was  going, 
to  get  more  than  five  or  six  votes.  He  said,  '^I  shall  get  fifty 
or  sixty."  I  told  him  I  could  not  see  that.  He  then  said  :  ''I 
shall  get  more  votes  than  you  think  I  will."  Everything  went 
off  very  quietly.  Mr.  Davis  went  in  and  opened  the  election 
house,  and  got  out  of  the  window.  He  made  some  observation, 
but  I  was  not  n.ear  enough  to  hear  what  it  was.  They  then 
proceeded  to  vote.  There  was  no  objection  made  to  voters. 
Levin  J.  Dashiell  told  me  that  sonie  Democrats  had  bargained 
with  Mr.  Davis,  and  drawn  up  a  written  obligation  that  they 
should  have  fair  play,  provided  they  voted  for  him  for  Sherifi". 
Ten  days  after  the  election,  Mr.  Dashiell  told  me  that  he  had 
signed  this  jDaper.  He  stated  that  he  voted  the  Democratic 
ticket.  He  mentioned  the  names  of  several  others  who  had 
signed  the  document,  but  I  do  not  recollect  their  names.  He 
told  me  he  was  as  good  as  his  bargain  ;  that  he  had  made  a 
contract,  and  considered  it  just  as  binding  an  obligation  as  if 
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he  had  entered  into  a  private  contract,  and  he  fulfilled  his  obli- 
gation by  voting  for  Mr.  Davis.  ^ 

A  short  time  since,  a  gentleman  was  plaguing  Mr.  Pitt 
Dougherty  for  having  signed  this  paper,  and  he  replied  that 
liis  name  was  to  it  but  he  did  not  sign  it  himself.  I  had  nu 
talk  with  any  other  Mr.  Dougherty.  Mr.  Pitt  Dougherty  is  a 
Democrat,  I  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Minus  Downing.  He 
told  me  that  a  gentleman  went  to  him  on  the  day  of  election, 
and  told  him  that  he  must  vote  for  Mr.  Davis  according  to  the 
contract.  He  said  that  he  (Downing)  had  signed  no  contract, 
and  did  not  think  any  person  else  had  a  right  to  make  a  con- 
tract for  liim  how  he  should  vote.  He  (the  said  gentleman)  said 
we  shall  have  fiiir  play  if  all  vote  for  Mr.  Davis.  In  reply  Mr. 
Downing  said,  that  Mr.  Davis  might  go  to  hell  before  he  loould 
vote  for  him.     He  did  not  tell  me  what  gentleman  it  was. 

Question  by  Mr.  Jones.  Was  Dr.  Dashiell  on  the  ground 
during  the  day  of  the  election? 

Ans. — Yes^  sir. 

Ques. — Did  he  take  an  active  part  ? 

Ans. — There  did  not  appear  to  be  the  same  activity  on  this 
day  as  on  previous  elections.  I  forget  how  many  short  the 
polls  were.  I  think  from  -75  to  100  from  what  they  generally 
were.  About  260  votes  were  taken  in,  the  highest  number  ever 
polled  was  838. 

Isaac  T.  Marshall's  testimony — 

First  general  question.  Were  you  a  voter  in  Somerset  county 
at  the  general  election  in  November,  1863?  If  yea^  state  in 
what  district. 

Ans. — I  was  a  voter  in  Princess  Ann  at  the  election  in  No- 
vember, 1863. 

Ques. — Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  Colonel  Levin 
Woolford  ? 

Ans. — I  had  not  any  conversation  with  him,  but  I  heard  him 
speaking  on  the  public  streets  about  the  election,  the  day  after 
the  election.  He  said  that  he  did  not  consider  that  Ave  had  a 
fair  election,  and  if  elected  he  would  go  in  for  a  new  election. 

Ques. — Did  you  have  any  conversation  witli  Mr.  Matthews, 
the  Chief  Judge  of  Brinkley  district,  on  the  subject  of  the 
election  ? 

Ans. — When  he  came  up  to  Princess  Anne  to  return  the  polls, 
I  asked  him  how  they  made  out  down  there,  he  said  that  they 
commenced  taking  votes,  and  swore  several  by  Gen.  Schenck's 
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Order;  there  v^ere  some  of  the  opposite  party  came  up  from 
lower  down,  who  separated  the  soldiers  from  the  polls,  and  got 
them  off.  "I  would  not  take  the  oath  and  vote  as  they 
pleased."  They  stopped  the  polls  about  an  hour,  while  this 
thing  was  heing  done.  I  asked  him  how  he  made  out  him- 
self, he  being  a  candidate  and  Judge  of  election;  he  said  he  had 
some  doubts  about  this  himself,  but  his  friends  told  him  to  hold 
on;  he  also  told  me  that  he  had  an  advertisement  in  his  pocket, 
intending  to  stick  it  up,  and  not  run  as  candidate,  but  his 
friends  persuaded  him  not  to  do  it. 

Ques. — Did  he  say  anything  as  to  his  serving  ? 

Ans. — H6  told  me  that  he  did  not  know  whether  he  would 
serve  or  not. 

Question.  By  Mr.  Jones. — What  time  did  you  hear  Col.  Wool- 
ford  say  this  ? 

Ans. — It  was  the  day  after  the  election,  before  the  polls  had 
all  come  in.  Charles  T.  Marshall,  another  wittness,  heard 
the  same. 

Charles  T.  Marshall's  Testimony, 

1st  General  Question. — Were  you  a  voter  in  Somerset  County 
at  the  general  election,  November,  1863.  If  yea,  state  in  what 
district. 

Ans. — Yes,  Sir — in  Princess  Anne. 

Question. — Did  you  go  to  any  other  polls  during  that  day? 

Ans. — I  Went  up  to  Dublin  polls.  When  I  first  arrived 
there,  the  soldiers  were  at  the  j)olls  ;  I  think  there  were  two  in 
the  house  where  the  polls  were  conducted.  I  saw  two  men 
challenged.  I  do  not  know  what  ticket  they  were  going  to 
vote.  They  said  they  were  Union  men.  I  saw  some  persons 
voting  without  being  challenged  ;  they  were  generally  consid- 
ered Democrats.  As  well  as  I  remember,  all  that  I  saw  chal- 
lenged were  Union  men.  I  saw  Democrats  votings  but  saw 
none  of  them  challenged,  I  knew  they  were  Democrats  from 
what  they  pretended  to  be,  and  I  judge  Union  men  in  the  same 
way.     I  did  not  see  the  inside  of  their  tickets. 

Ques. — Did  you  hear  Mr,  Woolford  say  anything  about  the 
election,  the  day  after,  at  Princess  Anne. 

Ans. — I  think  it  was  the  day  after  the  election,  I  heard  him 
say  that  whether  he  was  elected  or  not,  he  did  not  consider  it 
a  fair  election. 

Question.     By  Mr.  Jones. — When  did  he  say  this? 
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Ans. — He  came  up,  while  some  gentlemen  were  talking,  he 
said  '^the  election  was  very  badly  conducted,  and  whether  I  am 
elected  or  not,  I  do  not  consider  it  any  election." 

Ques. — Was  Isaac  Marshall  present  at  this  conversation  ? 

Ans. — T  do  not  remember.  Mr.  Woolford  was  not  talking 
to  me  ;  lie  was  speaking  to  the  crowd  :  probably  there  were  a 
half  dozen  present ;  all  of  the  party  expressed  themselves  as 
he  did. 

CROSS   EXAMINATION   BY   MR.    JONES. 

Ques. — What  time  did  you  go  to  Dublin  ? 

Ans. — About  10|  A.  M.,  after  the  polls  were  closed  at  Prin- 
cess Anne.  I  went  in  company  with  B.  F.  Lankford  and  Lieut. 
Porter. 

Ques. — Who  is  Lieut.  Porter  ? 

Ans. — He  belonged  to  the  Eastern  Shore  Guard. 

Ques. — Did  Edward  Taylor  go  with  you  ? 

Ans. — No  sir,  he  did  not  go  with  us_,  but  I  knew  of  his  going 
from  Princess  Anne. 

Ques. — Did  you  know  whether  Mr.  B.  F.  Lankford  loaned 
him  a  horse  to  go. 

Ans. — I  do  not  know.  Lieut.  Porter  and  myself  rode  in  Mr. 
Lankford's  carriage. 

Ques. — What  was  the  purpose  of  your  visit  to  Dublin? 

Ans. — Only  to  see  what  was  going  on. 

Ques. — Were  not  you  and  Mr.  B.  F.  Lankford  both  active 
supporters  of  Mr.  Long  and  Dr.  Dashiell,  at  that  election  ? 

Ans. — I  would  have  voted  for  them,  and  have  done  all  I 
could  to  elect  them. 

Ques. — Was  your  purpose  in  going  to  Dublin  to  promote 
their  election? 

Ans. — Not  especially. 

Ques. — Were  Democratic  voters  objected  to,  after  you  arrived 
at  Dublin? 

Ans. — I  do  not  know  for  certain.  We  were  in  a  little  back 
room  at  dinner,  while  one  of  the  clerks  and  Mr.  Edward  Taylor 
were  quarrelling.  Mr.  Ta3dor  remarked,  that  he  had  never 
seen  such  conduct  at  the  polls  in  his  life,  that  secesh  blockade 
runners  and  everybody  else  were  voting.  From  that,  Mr. 
Lankford  took  it  up,  and  they  had  a  quarrel — he  asked  who 
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he  meant  by  secesh.  He  said,  '^you  for  one,  the  clerk  of  elec- 
tions." I  saw  some  go  up  and  vote  while  he  was  there — he 
was  fussing  and  quarrelling,  and  did  not  challenge  them  As 
soon  as  he  got  through  with  Mr.  Langford,  he  and  Mr.  Pope 
had  a  fuss,  and  they  continued  quarrelling  all  the  time  I 
remained  there.     I  did  not  stay  in  the  house  long. 

Ques. — Who  were  the  two  that  you  saw  challenged? 

Ans. — John  S.  Dryden  and  Pnrnell  Dryden.  I  saw  no  one 
else  challenged  while  I  was  there. 

Ques. — How  long  were  you  there  ? 

Ans. — I  was  probably  there  an  hour,  or  an  h«ur  or  two 
hours — I  was  at  dinner  part  of  that  time.  There  was  no  other 
man  challenged,  but  I  heard  one  taking  the  oath  outside_,  but 
I  do  not  know  who  it  was — I  think  his  name  was  Peacock. 

Ques. — Had  you  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Taylor  yourself? 

Ans. — Yes  sir.  I  asked  him  what  sent  him  there.  He  said 
that  he  was  there  to  challenge  voters. 

Ques. — Was  Mr.  Edward  Taylor  a  supporter  of  Mr.  Long  ? 

Ans. — I  do  not  know.  I  have  heard  him  say  since  the  elec- 
tion that  he  voted  for  him.  He  said  that  he  would  have  voted 
for  Mr.  Long  and  Dr.  Dashiell. 

John  V.  Pinto's  testimony: 

Ques. — Were  you  Chief  Judge  of  election  at  Princess  Anne 
District? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir;  I  have  been  for  10  or  12  years. 

Ques. — Will  you  state  whether  you  had  any  conversation 
with  Captain  Moore,  before  the  polls  were  opened? 

Ans. — Before  the  polls  were  opened  I  was  over  in  Mr.  Cris- 
lield's  office,  trying  to  get  a  copy  of  Grov.  Bradford's  proclama- 
tion to  read.  While  I  was  there,  Mr.  Wilson,  the  tavern 
keeper,  asked  me  whether  I  had  seen  Captain  Moore.  I  told 
him  I  had  not.  He  told  me  Captain  Moore  wished  to  see  m  e. 
I  asked  Mr.  Wilson  where  he  was.  He  took  me  to  the  door 
and  pointed  him  out  to  me  across  the  street.  When  I  got 
across  the  street  I  Avas  introduced  to  Captain  Moore.  He  asked 
me  if  I  was  the  Judge  of  Election.  I  told  him  I  was.  He  asked 
me  if  I  had  seen  General  Schenck's  public  order.  No.  53,  I 
think  it  was.  I  told  him  I  had  not,  but  I  had  heard  some  talk 
about  it:  He  then  handed  me  the  order,  and  I  commenced 
reading  it.  There  were  a  good  many  persons  around  me,  and 
I  read  it  aloud,  the  p6jfeple  paying  attention  to  it.       When  I 
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was  done  reading  it,  I  think  Mr.  Jones  asked  Captain  Moore 
what  he  intended  to  do  with  the  Judges  if  they  did  not  com- 
ply with  (leneral  Schenck's  orders  to  administer  tlic  oath,  &c. 
Captain  Moore  said  that  he  intended  to  arrest  them. 

Some  one  observed  that  the  public  order  said  that  if  the  judges 
refused  to  comply,  they  were  to  be  reported,  but  Capt.  Moore 
said,  "  I  interpret  that  as  meaning  arresting."  After  this  wo 
went  to  the  Court  House.  Before  I  was  ready  to  commence 
taking  votes  the  thought  struck  me  that  I  would  like  to  have 
some  private  conversation  with  Capt.  Moore.  I  told  him  I 
wished  to  say  a  word  to  him.  We  went  down  to  the  back  of 
the  court  house  and  sat  down  on  a  bench  by  ourselves,  I  said, 
"Capt.  Moore,  I  feel  very  unpleasant.  I  feel  like  I  am  be- 
tween two  fires  ;  that  if  I  obey  G-eneral  Schenck's  order,  I  should 
do  violence  to  my  oath,  as  I  thought,  but  if  I  should  go  accord- 
ing to  what  I  considered  my  duty,  I  should  gain  Gen.  Schenck's 
displeasure."  Capt.  Moore  said,  ''My  dear  sir,  I  do  not  suppose 
that  you  can  feel  half  as  unpleasantly  as  I  do.  Gladly  would 
I  be  out  of  my  present  position  if  I  could,  but  here  I  am.  I 
have  my  orders  and  must  obey  them,  peaceably  if  I  can.  I  have 
now  eighteen  soldiers  here  at  the  polls,  and  twenty-two  more 
within  supporting  distance."  With  this  I  found  there  was  no 
favors  to  be  had  from  him,  and  I  quitted  hira  and  went  to  open 
the  polls. 

Ques. — Were  you  taken  to  Salisbury  by  the  guard  ? 

Ans. — Yes  sir  ;  we  were  conveyed  in  a  carriage  by  five  sol- 
diers— two  before  and  two  behind — the  other  on  horseback — 
fully  armed. 

Ques. — What  was  done  with  you  when  you  got  to  Salisbury  ? 

Ans. — We  waited  at  the  tavern  for  the  orders  of  the  Provost 
Marshal.  From  there  we  were  carried  to  the  guard  house — an 
old  hut — and  kept  under  guard. 

Ques. — What  time  of  the  day  was  it  when  the  soldiers  stopped 
the  polls  and  took  you  away  ? 

Ans. — I  think  it  was  10  o'clock. 

Ques. — How  many  votes  had  been  cast? 

Ans. — Only  one. 

Ques. — They  did  arrest  you  then  and  carry  you  away  ? 

Ans. — Yes  sir ;  Capt.  Moore  thought  we  would  be  sent  to 
Baltimore. 

Ques. — What  time  were  you  discharged  in  Salisbury  ? 
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Ans. — Before  sundown  ;  we  got  back  to  Princess  Anne  at  12 
o'clock  at  night. 

Ques. — Who  discharged  you  ? 

Ans.  The  Provost  Marshal,  by  order  of  Gen.  Lock  wood.  I 
have  his  written  order,  but  I  left  it  at  home. 

Ques.  Where  was  Gen.  Lockwood  at  the  time  ? 

Ans.  In  Salisbury,  sir. 

Ques.  What  is  your  age,  Mr.  !Pinto  ? 

Ans.  I  am  upwards  of  sixty-two. 

CHOSS-MXAMINATION  BY   JUDGE  TUCK. 

Ques.  Was  there  any  understanding  between  you  and  any 
judges  of  the  election  with  any  person  or  persons  the  day  before 
the  election,  or  at  any  other  time^  to  the  effect  that  the  polls 
should  be  closed  in  the  event  of  any  military  interference  ;  if 
yea,  state  the  names  of  such  persons  with  whom  such  under- 
standing was  had. 

Ans.  The  day  before  the  election,  before  I  left  Princess  Anne 
for  home,  (it  was  after  sun-down,)  Mr.  Crisfield  came  out  of  his 
office.  He  said  he  had  had  Capt.  Moore  in  his  office,  and  had 
asked  him  what  he  intended  to  do,  and  he  got  from  him  that 
he  intended  to  follow  out  the  order,  Mr.  Crisfield  said  that  he 
would  not  encourage  any  persons  to  do  anything  out  of  the  way 
for  they  wonld  be  arrested  if  they  did.  He  said  that  I  would 
be  arrested  if  I  disobeyed  the  orders  of  General  Schenck.  I 
know  of  no  such  understanding  as  was  referred  to  in  the  ques- 
tion. 

(The  counsel  for  contestants  offered  to  prove,  by  Mr.  Oliver 
Wood,  Sergeant-at-Arms^  that  he  endeavored  to  serve  a  sum- 
mons ordered  by  the  committee,  upon  Capt.  Moore,  U.  S.  A., 
and  was  told  that  he  had  been  ordered  to  Texas  on  military 
duty.  The  council  for  claimants  had  no  objection  to  admit  that 
statement  without  proof.) 

Thursday,  February  l8th,  1864. 

TKe  Committee  met  at  9|-  A.  M. 

Present — Messrs.  Tyson,  Chairman,  Westcott,  Hitchcock, 
Frazier. 

TESTIMONY   FOR   CLAIMANTS. 

Wm.  A.  D.  Bounds'  testimony. 

Ques.— Dd  you  reside  in  Somerset  county  ? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir. 
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Ques. — In  what  election  district  were  you  a  voter  last  No- 
vember ? 

Ans. — Hungary  Neck  district. 

Ques. — Were  you  at  the  polls  on  that  day? 

Ans. — In  the  evening  I  was  ;  I  did  not  go  in  the  fore  part 
of  the  day. 

Ques. — State  while  you  were  there,  whether  you  saw  any 
person  prevented  from  voting. 

Ans. — I  arrived  there  about  3A  P,  M.  I  saw  no  persons  pro- 
hibited from  voting.  Some  were  required  to  take  the  oath  who 
voted  for  Mr.  Crisiield. 

•Ques. — But  there  was  no  one  prevented  from  voting  who 
took  the  oath  ?     What  oath  do  you  allude  to  ? 

Ans. — To  Gen.  Schenck's  Order  No.  53.  A  great  many 
would  not  take  the  oath,  and  they  cut  Mr.  Crisiield's  name  off 
the  ticket  and  then  voted  Avithout  taking  the  oath.  When 
that  ticket  was  presented  to  the  judge,  if  there  Avas  no  Con- 
gressman on  it,  he  turned  to  the  officer  and  handing  it  in,  said 
there  was  no  Congressman  on  it,  and  the  ticket  was  placed  in 
the  box. 

Ques. — The  objection  was  to  Mr.  Crisfield,  and  not  to  any 
of  the  other  candidates  ? 

Ans. — Yes,  Sir.  I  did  not  hear  of  any  objection  to  any  other, 
candidates. 

Ques. — Was  there  any  rumor  through  the  district  the  day 
before  the  election,  or  at  any  other  time,  about  the  presence  of 
the  military  at  the  polls  ? 

Ans. — There  was,  the  day  before.  After  I  got  there  in  the 
evening,  I  was  told  that  I  would  not  be  allowed  to  vote  without 
taking  the  oath. 

Ques. — You  did  vote,  though  ? 

Ans. — Yes,  Sir. 

Ques. — Do  you  know  of  any  persons  who  were  deterred  from 
going  to  the  polls,  in  consequence  of  these  rumors  as  to  the 
military  ? 

^Ana. — I  overtook  two  men  on  the  road  who  said  they  would 
not  go  there  if  the  soldiers  were  at  the  polls  ;  one  Avas  Mr. 
Isaac  Austin  ;  the  other,  Mr.  James  Paton. 

Ques. — From  your  own  knoAvledge  of  the  district,  can  you 
state  what  is  the  usual  Democrat  vote  ? 
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Ans.— It  tad  been  very  small,  but  would  have  been  larger 
this  year  if  there  had  been  no  soldiers  there. 

Ques. — Did  you  see  Captain  Mclntire  and  Captain  Overton 
on  the  day  of  election,  and  did  they  vote? 

Ans. — Yes  sir  ;  I  saw  Capt.  Mclntire  at  the  polls,  he  did  not 
vote.  I  also  saw  Capt.  Overton,  and  asked  him  if  he  had  voted. 
He  said  he  had  not.  I  said  are  you  not  going  to  vote,  and  he 
told  me  that  he  wanted  to  vote  for  Crisfield,  but  if  he  could  not 
vote  without  taking  the  oath,  that  he  would  not  vote  at  all. 
We  staid  until  after  sunset,  and  we  walked  home  together.  He 
had  sworn  the  Judges  in  the  morning — being  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  that  district. 

Ques. — You  named  two  persons  that  told  you  they  would  not 
go  to  the  polls  ? 

Ans. — Yes  sir. 

Ques. — Do  you  know  of  any  others  who  would  have  voted  for 
Woolford  and  J.  J.  Dashiell,  who  did  not  go  to  the  polls  in 
consequence  of  the  apprehension  of  military  violence  ? 

Ans. — I  know  of  no  others  who  said  so  on  the  day  of  elec- 
tion, except  the  two  that  I  have  named. 

Ques. — Do  you  know  whether  these  rumors  extended  through 
the  district  generally? 

Ans. — I  think  they  did.  There  were  several  persons  who 
voted  in  the  evening,  that  had  been  there  before  and  left,  and 
came  hack  and  voted  after  I  got  there.  I  was  the  second 
man  who  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  that  day. 

Ques. — Do  you  know  all  the  persons  in  that  district  ? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir. 

Ques. — How  many  persons  of  the  name  of  Bloodsworth  live 
there? 

Ans. — Only  four — John  Robert^  Littleton,  Robert  and  Capt, 
Risdon  Bloodsworth.  John  Robert  Bloodsworth  and  Captain 
Risdon  Bloodsworth  took  the  oath  and  voted. 

Ques. — Were  you  at  Princess  Anne  the  Tuesday  before  the 
election  ? 

Ans. — No,  sir.  I  was  there  the  Tuesday  week  before  the 
election.  I  had  word  sent  to  me  that  morning,  that  if  I  should 
go  to  the  polls  I  should  be  arrested.  '  ' 

Ques. — Who  gave  this  information  ? 

Ans. — It  was  sent  to  my  wife  the  evening  before. 


CROSS-EXAMINATION . 

Qaes. — Were  you  sworn  or  objected  to^  when  you  voted? 

Ans. — I  was  neither  objected  to  nor  sworn. 

Ques. — You  voted  the  Democratic  ticket? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir. 

Ques. — Had  it  any  Congressman  on  it  ? 

Ans. — It  had  no  Congressman  on  it. 

Ques. — Did  you  see  any  Democrat  objected  to,  or  sworn  ? 

Ans. — No,  sir. 

Ques. — Did  you  stay  the  whole  evening  after  you  arrived  a^ 
the  polls  ? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir.  I  was  at  the  polls  from  half-past  three  until 
the  polls  closed. 

Dr.  Thomas  W.  Stone's  testimony — 

Ques. — Where  do  you  reside  in  Somerset  county  ? 

Ans. — In  district  No.  10,  Hungary  Neck. 

Ques. — Were  you  a  voter  in  that  district  at  the  last  election? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir.     I  was  at  the  election  and  voted. 

Ques. — -Were  you  in  Princess  Anne  the  day  preceding  the 
election  ? 

Ans. — I  was  not. 

* 

Ques. — Do  you  know  of  any  Democratic  voters  who  were  pre- 
vented from  going  to  the  polls,  by  the  presence  of  the  military 
there  ? 

Ans. — No,  sir;  there  was  none. 

Ques. — What  time  did  you  arrive  at  the  polls,  and  how  long 
were  you  there? 

Ans. — I  arrived  at  the  opening  of  the  polls,  and  remained 
only  a  few  minutes.  I  returned  again  in  about  an  hour,  and 
remained  a  very  short  time  then;  I  went  home,  and  returned 
again  in  the  afternoon  and  voted. 

Ques. — Was  it  generally  understood  before  the  election  that 
there  would  be  military  at  the  polls? 

Ans. — There  was  a  rumor  to  that  effect. 

Ques. — How  far  do  you  live  from  Captain  Bounds? 

Ans. — Perhaps  about  three  miles,  but  in  a  direct  line  not 
half  that  distance. 
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Ques. — Do  3^ou  know  any  Democrats  who  did  not  vote  there 
that  day? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir. 

Ques. — Any  that  were  at  any  time  in  the  District? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir;  in  my  immediate  neighborhood. 

Ques. — How  many  do  you  know  in  your  district? 

Ans. — Samuel  Dashiell,  George  Dashiell,  and  Isaac  Austin. 
It  was  thought  they  wouhl  vote  the  Democrat  ticket. 

Ques. — Were  there  any  persons  in  any  other  district  who  did 
not  vote? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir;  below,  in  the  district  some  four  or  five  miles 
from  me.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  in  the  district  that 
day  or  not;  they  might  have  been  on  the  water  oystering.  I  had 
not  heard  of  them  being  away.  The  three  first  named  had 
heretofore  voted  the  Democratic  ticket. 

Ques. — What  was  the  usual  Democratic  vote  in  that  district? 

Ans. — I  think  it  was  about  30  or  35. 

Ques.  Were  there  residing  in  the  district  any  Avho  usually 
voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  besides  those  who  actually  voted 
on  that  day? 

Ans. — I  did  not  examine  the  polls,  and  of  course  can  only 
answer  the  question  from  information. 

Claimants'  Counsel. — We  offer  to  prove  by  the  witness  that 
some  short  time  previous  to  the  election,  in  a  conversation  be- 
tween him  and  Dr.  Cadmus  Dashiell,  the  Doctor  stated  that  if 
the  Democrats  would  have  no  party  ticket,  and  would  vote  the 
Conservative  Union  ticket,  they  would  not  be  interfered  with. 

This  is  ofterred  in  connection  with  other  declarations  of  Dr. 
Dashiell,  which  will  be  hereafter  offered,  to  show  that  Dr.  Da- 
shiell was  a  party  to  the  original  arrangement  to  introduce  the 
military  into  the  County. 

Contestants'  Counsel. — The  Contestants  wholly  denying  the 
truth  of  the  charge  contained  in  the  foregoing  offer,  and  aver- 
ring that  the  same  is  utterly  unfounded,  and  that  no  such  proof 
could  be  obtained ;  and  believing  that  the  proposed  testi- 
mony would  be  inadmissible,  if  introduced,  yet  waive  their  ob- 
jections, and  agree  that  the  said  matter  may  be  fully  investigat- 
ed, if  the  Committee  may  see  fit  to  allow  it. 

The  Committee  ruled  the  question  inadmissible,  because  even 
if  answered  in  the  affirmative,  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Dashiell, 
stated  by  him,  would  be  no  evidence  whatever,  of  his  approval 
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of  the  military  interference  ;  and  even  if  Dr.  Dashiell  had  in- 
troduced the  military,  that  cannot  effect  in  any  way  the  ques- 
tion of  right,  law  or  justice  involved  in  the  present  investiga- 
tion, as  it  matters  not  ivTio  introduced  the  military. 

CROSS   EXAMINATION. 

Ques. — You  voted  the  Democratic  ticket. 

Ans. — Yes,  Sir. 

Ques. — Was  there  any  ohjection  made,  or  oath  administered  ? 

Ans. — No,  Sir. 

Ques. — Did  you  see  an}--  other  Democrats  objected  to  or  re- 
quired to  swear  ? 

Ans. — No  Sir. 

Ques. — Do  you  know  of  any  Union  men — voters  of  that  dis- 
trict— who  did  not  vote  on  that  occasion  ? 

Ans. — Only  from  rumor. 

Ques. — Are  you  aware  that  there  were  such  from  the  same 
information  as  that  received  before  ? 

Ans. — I  am. 

Ques. — You  stated  that  the  usual  Democratic  vote  was  from 
30  to  35. 

Ans. — As  far  as  I  can  recollect. 

Ques. — Upon  reflection,  what  do  you  think  was,  in  the  past 
years,  the  usual  Democratic  vote  ? 

Ans. — After  examining  some  returns  of  election_,  I  think  this 
majority  too  high.  In  1861,  at  the  gubernatorial  election,  the 
Union  feeling  was  so  strong,  that  nearly  all  voted  the  Union 
ticket. 

Ques. — How  many  votes  had  the  Democrats  then? 

Ans. — About  7  or  8.  In  my  answer  to  the  question-in-chief, 
I  referred  to  my  impression  of  the  average  vote  during  a  period 
of  20  years,  during  which  I  have  been  a  voter.  Since  the  war 
commenced,  this  has  changed — the  Democrats,  or  those  who 
call  themselves  Democrats,  voting  the  Union  ticket,  and  still 
calling  themselves  Democrats. 

Claimants'  counsel  offers  to  prove  that  Dr.  Cadmus  Dashiell 
stated  to  witness,  that  it  depended  on  the  Democrats  whether 
military  force  would  be  used  in  the  county.  If  you,  the  Demo- 
crats, have  a  ticket,  there  will  be  military  "interference — for  I 
have  it  from  higher  authority  than  Levin  D.  Collier,  who  was 
a  Provost  Marshal  for  the  county;  and  this  is  offered  for  a  like 
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purpose  as  the  question  just  overruled,  of  showing  that  the  said 
Dr.  Cadmus  Dashiell  was  a  party  to  the  original  scheme  for 
bringing  the  military  into  the  county.         -my  w t'A  .ni^n    ■ 

Counsel  for  Contestants'  reply. — The  cdiitb'stiaCtitS  ^^ain  in- 
sisting that  the  charge  that  I)r.  Cadmus  Dashiell  was  in  any 
way  instrumental  in  having  the  military  brought  into  the 
county,  or  desired  their  presence,  is  wholly  untrue,  and  that 
any  such  conversation  upon  his  part  was  merely  the  expression 
of  an  opinion,  shared  at  the  time  by ^  many  others,  who  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  introduction  of  the  soldiers. — 
hereby  expressly  waive  all  objection  to  the  admissability  of  the 
said  testimony. 

The  Committee  ruled  the  question  inadmissible,  for  the 
reasons  stated  in  their  previous  ruling  as  to  a  similar  queston. 

H.  J:  Brewington's  testimony. 

Ques. — In  what  part  of  Somerset  coTinty  do  you  live? 

Ans. — In  Salisbury  district — I  have  been  a  voter  there  for 
twenty-two  years. 

Ques. — Were  you  a  vot^r  in  that  district  at  the  last  election  ? 

Ans. — I  was  entitled  to  a  vote. 

Ques. — Did  you  or  did  you  not  vote  at  the  last  election? 

Ans. — I  did  not  vote. 

Ques. — Why  didn't  you  vote? 

Ans. — Because  early  ia  the  morning,  when  the  polls  were 
first  opened,  I  heard  it  said  that  the  opposite  ticket — the  Demo- 
cratic ticket — would  not  be  allowed  to  be  voted  by  the  Provost 
Marshal.  I  went  to  him  myself,  because  the  tickejfcs  were  sent, 
to  my  care  from  Princess  Anne  the  day  before  the  election.  I 
went  to  Provost  Marshal  Collier  and  asked  him  the  arrange- 
ments for  voting  that  day.  He  said  to  me  :  "The  Democratic 
party  will  not  be  allowed  to  vote  that  day."  I  asked  him  the 
reason — I  asked  him  if  he  had  seen  the  Governor's  Proclama- 
tion. He  told  me  he  had  and  that  the  President's  order  modi- 
fied a  part  of  Gen.  Schenck's  order  No.  53.  I  then  said  :  "Mr, 
Collier^  we  all  feel  very  much  interested  here  relative  to  our 
district  ofiicers. ' '  But  he  said  :  "I  do  not  care  anything  about 
that,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  that,  I  am  to  carry  out  General 
Schenck's  orders,  and  I  shall  do  so  during  this  day,  to  the  let- 
ter, except  I  receive  orders  by  telegraph  or  otherwise."  I 
told  him  if  that  w^s  the  arrangement,  of  course,  I  should  not; 
attempt  to  vote.  He  said:  "It  will  not  be  worth  while."  I 
then  said  :  "Mr.  Collier,  if  I  t^rke  the  oath  can  I  vote."     He 
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.said:  "Not  at  all."  I  left  Mr.  Collier  immediately  and  went 
to  my  place  of  business — some  thirty  or  forty  yards  olf.  This 
was  as  soon  as  the  polls  were  opened — about  9  o'clock. 

Ques. — Had  you  any  conversation  with  Democratic  voters  at 
the  place  of.  election  on  that  day  ? 

Ans. — Yes  sir  ;  It  was  understood  that  I  had  the  Democratic 
tickets,  and  a  good  many  of  them  came  to  me  after  the  tickets, 
and  I  said  to  them :  ''you  will  just  be  arrested  and  will  not  be 
allowed  to  vote."  I  had  been  so  told  by  the  Provost  Marshal 
that  morning.  •  He  (the  Provost  Marshal),  told  me  that  I  had 
better  not  keep  about  the  polls — because  that  was  the  order. 

Ques. — -Can  you  undertake  to  say  that  it  was  the  general  im- 
pression that  the  Democracy  could  not  vote  that  day? 

Ans. — Yes  sir  ;  there  was  no  Democrat  voted  that  day. 

Ques. — How  maay  Democrats  did  you  see  in  Salisbury  on  the 
day  of  election  ? 

Ans. — r  cannot  state  the  exact  number,  but  there  were  a  good 
many.  The  Democratic  ticket  has  generally  been  from  one 
hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hundred  and  forty.  I  think  we 
have  got  as  high  as  one  hundred  and  forty. 

Ques. — When  did  you  first  hear  that  military  force  was  to  be 
brought  into  the  county  ? 

Ans. — I  heard  the  Provost  Marshal  say,  several  days  before 
the  election,  that  he  intended  to  carry  Somerset  county  if  it 
took  half  of  General  Meade's  army  to  do  it. 

Ques. — Did  he  not  tell  you  at  that  time,  that  you  had  better 
stay  at  home  ? 

Ans. — No,  sir.  Before  the  day  of  election  I  had  not  heard 
the  Provost  Marshal  say  that  Democrats  should  not  vote. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION . 

Ques. — Had  not  the  Democratic  vote  in  Salisbury  declined 
since  1860  ? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir,  because  Mr.  Crisfield  got  a  few  more  votes 
when  he  was  running  for  Congress  than  the  usual  anti-Demo- 
cratic vote. 

Ques. — In  the  Fall  ori861  was  it, not  small? 

Ans. — I  cannot  say  ;  I  have  never  been  judge,  or  any  thing 
of  the  kind. 

Ques. — Had  there  not  been  changes  from  the  Democratic  to 
the  Union  side  ? 
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Aus. — Probably  there  had  been  so.     I  can  say  very  confi-  . 
dently  that  the  vote  would  have  been  mnch  larger  than  the  last 
election  in  my  opinion. 

George  Waller's  testimony : 

Ques. — You  reside  in  Salisbury  district  of  Somerset  county  ? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir. 

Ques. — Were  you  a  voter  in  that  district  last  November  ? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir. 

Ques. — Did  you  vote? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir. 

Ques. — At  what  hour  of  the  day  did  you  vote  ? 

Ans. — I  do  not  know  exactly  ;  it  was  very  early  in  the  day. 

Ques. — How  long   did  you  remain  at  the   polls   after  you 
voted  ? 

Ans. — Only  a  short  time. 

Ques. — Did  you  see  anything  there  of  an  effort  made  to  pre- 
vent Democrats  from  voting  ?  * 

Ans, — I  was  not  there  long  enough  to  see  anything  about  it. 

Ques. — Was  there  any  opposition  to  your  own  vote  ? 

Ans. — I  told  them  that  I  was  willing  to  take  the  oath.     I 
took  it  and  voted.     There  was  a  little  wrangling  at  the  time. 

Ques. — How  did  you  vote  ? 

Ans. — I  intended  principally  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket. 
I  voted  what  is  called  the  Union  ticket  by  mistake. 

Ques. — You  did  not  know  of  any  person  of  the  Democratic 
party  being  prevented  from  voting  ? 

Ans. — No,  Sir  ;  not  to  my  knowledge.^ 

Ques. — What  is  the  number  of  Democratic  voters  in  your 
district  ? 

Ans. — I  think  there  is  from  one  hundred  and  thirty  to  one 
hundred  and  forty. 

Ques. — Are  you  well  acquainted  with  the  politics  of  persons 
in  that  district  ? 

Ans. — I  think  I  am  generally  acquainted  with  them. 

Ques. — Did  you  know  anything  of  a  rumor  of  force  being 
brought  into  the  county  before  the  election  ? 


Ans. — I  heard  the  rumors,  and  the  troops  did  come  ;  but  for 
what  purpose,  I  do  not  know. 

Ques. — What  was  the  general  impression  of  the  purpose  for 
which  they  came  ? 

Ans. — I  had  heard  it  said  that  there  would  be  military  at 
the  polls,  and  found  that  they  were  there. 

CROSS  EXAMINATION. 

Ques. — You  voted  a  closed  ticket  on  white  paper? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir,  I  thought  it  was  the  Democratic  ticket  until 
afterwards. 

Ques. — Did  you  intend  to  vote  for  Mr,  Long  for  Regist  er. 

Ans. — No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

RE-DIRECT  EXAMINATION. 

Ques. — Had  you  not  voted  the  Union  ticket  up  to  that  time? 
Ans. — I  was  a  member  of  the  old  Whig  party. 

The  counsel  for  the  claimant,  J.  J.  Dashiell,  ask  for  a  sub- 
poena for  Nathan  J.  Lankford  and  Henry  A.  White,  near 
Princess  Anne,  Somerset  county,  by  whom  they  expect  to  prove 
that  Henry  C.  McCoy,  acting  as  Provost  Marshal  and  control- 
ling the  military  at  the  election  at  Dames'  Quarter  district,  in 
said  county,  on  the  4th  of  November,  1863;  was  a  supporter  of 
the  contestant,  Sydney  C.  Long,  for  Eegister  of  Wills,  placing 
the  contestant's  name  on  "the  yellow  ticket,"  in  the  place  of 
the  iame  of  Henry  A.  White,  erased  from  said  ticket,  ;  and 
that  said  McCoy  used  his  power  and  authority  as  Provost  Mar- 
shal, controlling  the  military  at  said  polls  to  enforce  Order  No. 
53,  and  also  actually  excluded  every  Democratic  voter  but 
seven  from  the  said  polls. 

They  also  expect  to  prove,  by  Purnell  Toadvine,  that  he  is  a 
voter  in  Salisbury  district,  Somerset  county  ;  is  a  Union  man 
and  voted  the  Consei^vative  Union  ticket  at  the  November  elec- 
tion, 1863  ;  but  is  well  acqainted  with  the  voters  in  said  dis- 
trict, and  will  testify  that  from  his  knowledge  of  said  voters, 
at  least  one  hundred  and  forty  voters  would  have  voted  for 
Levin  Woolford  and  John  J.  Dashiell,  but  for  their  exclusion 
from  the  polls  by  the  military  on  that  day. 

The  contestants,  by  their  counsel,  say  that  they  make  no  ob- 
jection to  the  summons  being  issued,  if  the  Committee  shall 
see  fit ;  though  they  know  nothing  whatever  of  McCoy  being  a 
supporter  of  Mr.  Long,  and  do  not  believe  that  either  of  the 
witnesses  named  would  prove  the  matters  alleged,  even  if  they 
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c.oul<i  be  gotten  here  before  ihe  closing  of  the  case  by  the  Com- 
mittee, and  if  the  summons  shall  go  we  desire  that  McCoy  may 
be  summoned  also. 

The  Committee  refused  at  this  late  day  to  issue  supamons  as 
rec[i!aestedj  because  first,  N.  J.  Lankford  was  asked  for  no  sooner 
than  yesterday,  and  Henry  A.  White  to-day  ;  and  second,  be- 
cause the  evidence  proposed  to  be  elicited  from  Purnell  Toadvinp 
is  not  really  admissible  or  proper  evidence  ;  and  third,  because 
the  Committee  e,xpect  and  desire  to  close  this  examination  be- 
fore the  witness  could-be  brought  here. 

Joshua  S.H.  Trader: 

Qp.ps. — You  reside  in  Salisbury  District,  of  Somerset  county? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir. 

Ques. — "Were  you  a  voter  ip  that  district  at  the  late  election? 

jLps.T^il^eSj,  sij?;  I  was  entitled  to  a  vote. 

Ques. — Did  you  vote? 

Ans. — No,  sir. 

Quegs — ^Why  did  you  not  vote  at  the  last  election?  ■... 

Ans. — Because  my  vote  was  objected  to.  ' , 

Quep.— By -f^^hpm? 

Ans. — tBy  the  Provost  Marshal. 

Ques. — What  did  he  say  to  you?  ij. 

Ans. — He  said  under  the  General's  orders  l^wais  n-ot  eniifcleill 
to  vote  there,  and  could  not  vote.  j  ,   '  *  11  ;  h;.  liuli 

Ques.— Who  would  you  have  ypt^d  for?. 
Ans. — I  meant  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket. 
Ques. — Did  you  usua)Iy^  j^^pQ^.^het  p^ef^cfva^tifi  ticket  before 
that  ti^e?  '  "'.',;  "   'r '''.,!■'.'  :''"■.    .''.''•.■':':"''' ^ 

Ans.— I  was  once  an  old  line  Whig. '      , 

Ques.— Do  you  know  any  Democrats  who  were  prohibited 
from  voting  on  tha^  day,  who  would  have  voted  the  Dem,ocrat- 
ic  ticket?  ./  '■*  ',  ,      ': 

Ans. — I  do  not  recoUeqt  hearing  any  maji  say  that  he  was 
prevented  from  voting,  but  they  would  not  go  up  and  take  the 
oath  and' rote. 

Ques. — Do  you  know  any  persons  about  the  poUs  w;ho  woul^,; 
not  go  up  ^nd  vote;  auy  Deiuocrats? 

Ans.— A  number  of  them  did  not  go  up;  to  vote. 
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Ques. — What  was  their  reason  for  not  going  up  ? 

Ans. — The  reason  was  that  they  did  not  like  this  oath,  and 
would  not  take  it. 

Ques. — Was  there  i^ot  a  general  impression  that  they  could 
not  vote  Avithout  taking  the  oath  ? 

Ans.—  I  was  told  that  I  could  not  vote  anyhow— they  did  not 
offer  me  the  oath  at  all. 

Ques. — Did  they  assign  any  reason  why  you  could  not  vote  ? 

Ans. — Nothing,  except  that  under   the  General's  orders  I 
could  not  vote. 

Ques. — What'  other  Democrats  we're  there  who  did  riot  vote  ? 

Ans. — There  was  not  a  single  Democrat  voted  there  tfciat  day 
that  I  know  of. 

Ques. — What  was  the  general  reason  assigned   by  them  for 
not  voting,  at  that  time,  on  election  day  ?  <         \  -    . 

Ans. — Well,  there  were  a  good  rnany  Democrat/  whb'  did 
not  know  there  was  a  Democratic  ticket  on  the  ground. 

Ques. — Where  did  the  Provost  Marshal  tell  you  that  you 
could  not  vote  ? 

Ans. — It  was  right  at  the  polls. 

Ques. — Weti3  there  any  persons  firound  capable  of  hearing  it? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir;   plenty'  of  them — all  hands'  around  there 
must  have  heard  it,  I  am  sure. 

Ques. — H6w  many  Democrats  d6  you  recollect  were  there 
that  day  ?  .^q- j, 

Ans. — There  was  about  the  usual  number;  I   could'  not  say 
liovv  many  Democrats  1  saw  there  that  day. 

Ques. — Can  you  name  any  that'  yo'il'  know  wer6  prevented 
from  voting  by  intimidation,  or  from  yoilr' being  excluded  from ' 
voting  ? 

Ans. — ^I  suppose  I  coutd  naflie  a  half  dozen  who  did  not  vote 
for  that  reason,  viz:  myself,  my  thrcb  sons,  did  n'ot  vote,  adjil'' 
my  three  cousins  did  not  vote. 

Ques. — What  were  the  names  of  your  three  cousins  who  did 
not  vote  ? 

Ans. — Christopher  C.  Trader,  Thomas  Trader  and  Freeborn 
G.- Trader. 

Ques. — What  time  were  you  at  the-  polls? 
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Ans. — About  10  o'clock,  and  I  stayed  there  until  about  5. 

Ques.~Did  yon  see  any  otber  Democratic  voter  rejected  by 
the  Provost  Marshal  while  you  were  at  the  polls  ? 

Ans. — Not  while  I  was  at  the  polls. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION. 

Ques. — Who  was  candidate  on  the  yellow  ticket  for  Clerk? 

Ans. — Col.  Graham. 

Ques. — Was  not  Col.  Graham  the  brother-in-law  of  Collier? 

Ans. — He  was  said  to  be. 

Question  by  one  of  the  Committee.— Was  there  more  than 
one  ticket  voted  on  that  day  ? 

Ans.— There  were  two  tickets  voted  that  day.  There  were 
three  parties,  two  voted,  and  one  did  not  vote. 

William  S.  Walker's  testimony. 

Ques. — You  are  a  resident  of  Potato  Neck  District  of  Som- 
erset county  ? 

Ans.— Yes  sir. 

Ques. — Were  you  a  voter  there  in  November  last,  and  what 
time  did  you  arrive  at  the  polls  ? 

Ans.^ — ^Yes  sir ;  and  I  arrived  at  the  polls  about  10  o'clock. 

Ques.^ — How  long  did  you  remain  at  the  polls  after  you  had 
voted  ? 

Ans. — I  did  not  remain  there  more  than  five  minutes. 

Ques. — Do  you  know  anything  of  Democratic  voters  being 
excluded  from  the  polls  ? 

Ans.— I  know  that  Democrats  were  afraid  to  go  to  the  polls. 
I  know  that  from  communication  with  them  on  that  day — 
whom  I  met  before  I  got  to  the  polls. 

Ques. — Were  they  going  to  or  coming  from  the  polls  ? 

Ans. — I  met  them  at  a  little  town,  called  Jamestown,  where 
they  were  talking  the  matter  over.  I  then  lode  down  to  the 
polls  to'  see  whether  I  could  vote.  I  did  vote  and  went  back 
and  told  them  that  I  thought  they  could  vote. 

Ques. — Did  you  go  back  to  the  polls  yourself? 

Ans. — No  sir. 

Ques. — ^^You  read  the  Governor's  Proclamation  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  reading  that,  you  determined  that  yoii  would  go  down 
and  make  the  experiment  to  vote? 
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Ans. — Yes  sir. 

Ques. — Before  that  time,  what  was  the  impression  among  the 
Democratic  party  ? 

Ans. — The  night  before  the  election,  I  heard  that  the  soldiers 
had  come  and  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  vote.  I  went  to  a 
neighbor's  to  talk  the  matter  over,  and  he  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  we  had  better  not  attempt  to  vote,  and  I  would  not 
have  gone  to  vote  except  for  the  Governor's  Proclamation. 

Ques. — Did  the  party  vote,  whom  you  had  met  at  Jamestown  ? 

Ans. — I  do  not  know  whether  they  voted  or  not. 

CROSS  EXAMINATION. 

Ques. — Was  there  any  objection  made  to  your  voting  ? 

Ans. — No,  sir. 

Ques. — How  many  Democrats  voted  there,  that  day? 

Ans. — I  do  not  recollect. 

The  election  returns  for  November,  1863,  being  offered  to 
witness,  he  said  that  Mr.  Woolford,  from  these  returns,  ap- 
pears to  have  received  33_,  and  J.  J.  Dashiell  34  votes. 

Ques. — Did  you  see  any  objection  made  to  Democrats  voting  ? 

Ans. — No,  sir,  I  saw  no  persons  voting  at  all;  I  voted  myself 

and  immediately  left  the  polls. 

Ques. — Were  there  any  soldiers  there,  then? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir. 

Dr.  Wm.  H.  Gale. 

Ques. — Do  you  reside  in  Potato  Neck  district  ? 

Ans. — I  did  last  Fall. 

Ques.  Were  you  a  voter  there  ? 

Ans. — I  was  entitled  to  a  vote. 

Ques. — Did  you  vote  at  that  election  ? 

Ans. — No, 'sir, 

Ques. — Why  not. 

Ans. — I  went  to  the  polls  and  offered  my  ballot  to  one  of  the 
judges.  He  received  it  and  I  came  out.  About  five  or  ten  min- 
utes afterwards  I  met  Mr.  Walker,  a  neighbor  of  mine,  going 
up  to  vote.  He  asked  me  if  any  one  objected  to  my  vote.  I 
told  him  no.  A  few  minutes  after  that  he  came  in  and  told 
me  that  I  had  not  voted.  I  said,  I  suppose  you  are  mistaken. 
10 
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He  answered  that  the  judges  had  told  him  that  my  ballot  was 
on  the  table.  I  went  up  to  the  polls,  and  a  challenger  came 
and  asked  me  if  I  would  take  the  oath.  I  told  him  I  would 
not.  The  challenger  then  handed  my  ballot  to  the  judge  who 
had  received  it,  and  said  it  ought  not  to  be  received.  I  went 
up  and  asked  why  they  did  not  take  my  vote.  The  judge  told 
me  that  the  challenger,  when  he  left  the  polls,  told  him  not  to 
let  any  one  vote  until  he  came  back.  I  think  he  went  to  get 
his  dinner.  I  read  the  Governor's  proclamation  to  them,  and 
said  I  thought  that  I  was .  entitled  to  vote,  and  argued  with 
them  for  some  time.     I  then  left  my  ballot  and  came  out. 

Ques. — Did  they  put  your  vote  in  the  box? 

Ans. — No,  sir. 
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Ques. — Do  you  know  anything  of  any  other  Democrat's  vote 
being  challenged  and  excluded  on  that  day  ? 

Ans. — Before  I  arrived  at  the  polls  I  met  Mr.  Fountain,  and 
he  told  me  that  I  would  not  be  allowed  to  vote  ;  that  no  Demo- 
crat would  be  allowed  to  vote.  I  asked  him,  why  ?  He  said. 
You  will  be  challenged  as  soon  as  you  get  there. 

Ques. — Did  any  persons  go  up  with  you  ? 

Ans. — No  one  at  that  time.  I  saw  a  neighbor  of  mine  who 
went  up.     He  told  me  that  I  had  not  voted. 

Ques. — This  was  the  person  who  told  you  that  your  vote  had 
not  been  put  in  ? 

Ans. — ^Yes,  sir. — Mr.  Walker. 

Ques. — What  was  the  feeling  of  the  Democratic  party  on 

that  day  and  the  day  before  ? 

Ans. — The  Impression  was  that  we  would  not  be  allowed  to 
vote. 

Ques. — And  you  heard  of  the  arrival  of  the  military  ? 

Ans. — We  heard  it  in  our  neighborhood  late  on  Tuesday 
evening.  I  rode  over  to  a  neighbor's  house  to  see  whether  it 
was  so. 

Ques. — Was  there  any  rumor  prevailing  for  some  days  be- 
fore the  election  that  the  military  were  coming  down  ? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir;  there  were  rumors  prevailing  aboui  the 
county,  but  I  did  not  think  there  would  be  any  myself. 

Ques.' — Were  there  any  Democrats  while  you  were  at  the 
polls  besides  those  that  you  have  named  ? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir,  several,  I  think. 
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Ques. — Do  you  remember  how  many  Democratic  votes  were 
taken  that  day  ? 

Ans. — Thirty-fom\ 

Ques. — Do  you  know  how  many  were  excluded? 

Ans. — There  were  some  four  or  five.  Dr.  TuU  told  me  he 
did  not  vote.     Mr.  Reynolds  told  me  that  he  did  not  vote. 

CROSS  EXAMINATION. 

Ques. — They  did  not  tell  you  that  they  had  offered  to  vote, 
and  were  rejected  ? 

Ans. — Mr.  Reynolds  told  me  that  he  had  offered  to  vote. — 
Dr.  Tull  told  me  that  he  did  not  offer  to  vote. 

Ques. — At  what  hour  did  you  reach  the  polls? 

Ans. — It  was  about  2  P.  M. 

Ques. — What  was  the  name  of  the  Mr.  Fountain  whom  you 
mentioned  ? 

Ans. — John  Fountain. 

Ques. — What  has  been  the  Democratic  vote  for  that  precinct 
since  1860  ? 

Ans. — It  was  between  30  and  40.  I  think  the  highest  vote 
ever  polled  was  49;  that  was  previous  to  1860. 

In  June,  1861,  at  the  special  election  for  Congressman  it 
was  31. 

Nathaniel  Dickson,  Jr.'s  testimony — 

Ques. — In  what  district  of  Somerset  county  do  you  reside? 

Ans. — In  Princess  Anne  district. 

Ques. — Will  you  state  wiiether  there  were  or  not,  prior  to 
the  election  of  1863,  rumors  that  the  military  would  be  sent 
down  there  to  control  the  flection  ? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir,  I  believe  it  was  generally  thought  among  tlio 
people  that  there  would  be  military  interference  at  the  time  of 
the  election. 

Question. — What  time  was  the  Democratic  ticket  offered  in 
that  county  for  that  election  ? 

Ans. — So  far  as  my  knowledge  is  concerned  about  it,  it  was 
the  Sunday  previous  to  the  election. 

Ques. — Why  had  not  that  been  done  before  ? 

Ans. — Mr.  Collier,  the  Provost  Marshal,  had  said  that  they 
should  not  run  any  ticket.     I  know  that,  for  I  had  heard  him 
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say  it  mj'^self.  It  was  the  general  impression  in  the  county  that 
they  would  not  be  allowed  to  run  any  ticket. 

Ques. — Was  this  after  there  were  two  tickets  already  in  the 
field? 

Ans. — I  do  not  recollect  the  time  the  Conservative  Union 
ticket  was  brought  out.  It  was  sometime  previous  to  the  elec- 
tion that  they  had  a  convention  and  the  ticket  was  regularly 
brought  out.  Afterwards  the  Administration  party,  the  un- 
conditional Union  party,  brought  out  their  ticket — the  yellow 
ticket.  Then  there  was  a  talk  among  the  Democrats  whether 
they  should  run  a  ticket  or  not.  On  the  Tuesday  previous  to 
this  news  coming  down,  one  of  the  candidates  gave  me  a  $5 
bill.  It  was  Mr.  Miles,  State's  Attorney;  he  said  to  me  if  his 
name  was  put  on  the  ticket,  I  was  to  hand  this  $5  over  to  pay 
for  the  usual  printing.  On  Wednesday  I  heard  several  come 
in  and  say  that  Mr.  Crisfield  had  stated  that  there  was  to  be  a 
free  and  fair  vote.  After  I  left  my  place  of  business  that  night, 
I  went  over  to  the  clerk'&  office  to  put  in  this  money  if  they 
were  going  to  run  a  ticket,  but  finding  no  one  there,  I  went 
over  to  Mr.  Waters'  office,  where  I  found  several  gentlemen. 
They  were  discussing  the  propriety  of  running  a  ticket.  They 
said  they  had  as  much  right  to  run  a  ticket  as  any  party.  I 
have  been  told  that  the  candidates  were  brought  out  the  next 
day. 

Ques. — Will  you  now  state  when  you  heard  of  the  soldiers 
being  in  the  county? 

Ans. — It  was  on  Monday  night;  I  think  between  7  and  8 
o'clock.  Some  one  came  into  the  store  and  said  there  was 
1,000  soldiers  at  Salisbury  for  the  purpose  of  controlling  the 
election. 

Ques. — Some  of  those  soldiers  came  to  Princess  Anne,  next 
day? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir;  the  next  day,  Tuesday. 

Ques. — What  was  the  effect  of  the  presence  of  the  soldiers 
upon  the  Democratic  party  and  upon  the  election? 

Ans. — On  Tuesday  I  was  not  at  my  store  during  the  day, 
but  at  night,  when  I  came  out,  I  met  several  gentlemen,  who 
told  me  that  the  Democrats  had  decided  not  to  run  any  ticket; 
that  they  had  instructed  the  people  from  the  different  polls  to 
go  home,  and  not  have  any  election  at  all.  Tljis  was  Tuesday 
night.  Tuesday  is  a  public  day,  when  there  is  generally  a 
good  many  people  in  town  from  all  parts  of  the  county. 

Ques. — When  did  the  Grovernor's  proclamation  reach  there? 
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Ans. — On  Tuesday  night,  about  8  o'clock.  I  recollect  that 
it  was  read  in  our  store  on  Tuesday  night. 

Ques. — What  effect  had  that  upon  the  public  feeling  in  re- 
gard to  the  election? 

Ans. — Some  argued  that  it  would  have  no  effect;  others 
thought  that  it  would  allow  the  people  to  vote. 

Ques. — You  are  acquainted  with  the  Princess  Anne  District? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir;  I  have  been  living  there,  doing  business  be- 
tween four  and  five  years. 

Ques. — How  many  votes  do  you  suppose  Mr.  Levin  Woolford 
would  have  got  as  Clerk  ? 

Ans. — I  should  suppose  that  Mr.  Woolford  would  have  got 
from  150  to  175  votes.  I  am  not  a  politician,  and  no  judge  of 
these  matters,  and  I  am  apt  to  be  deceived,  either  way. 

Ques. — What  vote  do  you  suppose  Mr.  Dashiell  would  have 
got,  under  the  same  circumstances  ? 

Ans. — My  view  is  that  they  both  would  have  got  about  the 
same — although  Mr.  Long  is  a  very  strong  man  in  that  district 
— it  is  very  hard  for  me  to  estimate.  Still,  Mr.  Dashiell  is  not 
a  resident  of  that  district,  and  Mr.  Woolford  is.  There  were 
three  candidates  running  and  it  is  pretty  hard  for  me  to  say. 
I  would  suppose  that  J.  J.  Dashiell  would  have  got  from  130 
to  140  votes — as  I  said  before,  I  am  no  politician,  and  therefore, 
do  not  pay  attention  to  those  things;  I  think  Mr.  White  would 
have  got  some  votes. 

CROSS   EXAMINATION. 

Ques. — Who  did  you  intend  voting  for  as  Register  of  Wills  ? 

Ans. — I  would  have  voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  in  oppo- 
sition to  Mr.  Long, 

Jos.  E.  Lynch,  (for  the  contestants.) 

Ques. — Were  you  in  Tyaskin  district  at  the  last  election  ? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir. 

Ques. — Had  you  any  conversation  with  John  W.  Davis,  on 
the  subject  of  the  election  ? 

Ans. — No  particular  conversation;  I  observed  to  liim  that 
we  were  having  a  very  quiet  election. 

Ques. — Do  you  know  anything  of  a  paper  being  drawn  up 
and  signed  by  Mr.  Davis? 

Ans. — I  neither  saw  the  paper  nor  heard  anything  about  it. 
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February  19tli,  1864. 

The  Committee  met  at  11^  A.  M. 

Present — Messrs.  Tyson,  chairman,  Westcott,  Herbert  and 
Hitchcock. 

Dr.  George  E.  Dennis — sworn. 

Ques. — You  are  a  resident  of  Brinkley's  district,  in  Somerset 
county  ? 

Ans. — I  am  sir. 

Ques. — Were  you  a  voter  in  that  district  in  November  last? 

Ans.— Yes,  sir. 

Ques. — Did  you  vote  at  that  election? 

Ans. — I  did  sir. 

Ques. — At  what  hour  did  you  vote? 

Ans. — I  think  it  was  between  11  and  12  o'clock, 

Ques. — Why  did  you  not  vote  earlier? 

Ans. — When  I  went  there  the  election  was  not  proceeding 
with — the  judges  were  considering  how  to  act.  There  was  a 
Federal  officer  in  position  near  the  window,  who  said  that  he 
should  enforce  the  order  of  Gen.  Schenck.  The  judges  of  elec- 
tion were  considering  whether  they  would  act  in  accordance 
with  Gov.  Bradford's  Proclamation  countermanding  that  order. 
I  asked  them  for  the  Governor's  Proclamation,  and  was  reading 
it  quietly  to  myself,  when  several  gentlemen  around,  asked  me 
to  read  it  aloud;  I  did  so  and  handed  it  back  to  the  judges 
again.  They  wanted  still  further  time  to  consider  ;  I  went  to 
the  window,  a  very  short  time  afterwards,  and  asked  them  what 
they  had  determined  to  do  in^relation  to  administering  the  oath. 
They  told  me  that  they  had  determined  to  receive  all  votes,  and 
act  in  accordance  with  the  Proclamation  of  the  Governor.  I 
took  off  my  hat,  and  announced  to  the  people  that  the  judges 
had  determined  to  conduct  the  election  as  it  always  had  been 
conducted — to  allow  all  to  vote  and  not  to  administer  the  oath 
to  any.  I  deposited  my  vote,  not  being  questioned  at  all. 
After  giving  my  vote,  I  retired,  counselling  the  people  to  com- 
mit no  act  of  violence — but  to  go  and  vote  quietly — that  all 
were  entitled  to  vote. 

Ques. — How  long  did  you  remain  at  the  polls  after  that  ? 

Ans. — I  remained  about  the  polls  until  about  3  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon.  Ques. — From  the  time  of  depositing  your  vote 
until  3  o'clock,  was  or  was  not  the  election  conducted  quietly  ? 
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Ans. — YeSj  sir.  I  saw  no  interruption  during  the  time  that 
I  was  at  the  polls. 

Ques. — "When  did  you  first  hear  of  Governor  Bradford's 
Proclamation  ? 

Ans. — I  heard  of  it  first  that  morning. 

Ques. — Were  you  in  Princess  Anne  the  day  before  the  elec- 
tion ? 

Ans. — I  was,  sir. 

Ques. — What  took  place  there  ? 

Ans. — The  general  understanding  was  that  the  Democratic 
ticket  would  be  withdrawn,  and  that  there  would  be  no  elec- 
tion. While  I  was  there,  the  military  came  down  and  pro- 
ceeded through  the  town  of  Princess  Anne. 

Ques. — Did  you  announce  this  fact  on  your  way  home  ? 

Ans.  I  did,  sir,  to  several  persons  on  the  road,  and  at  a 
store  where  there  was  a  number  collected. 

Ques. — When  and  from  whom  did  you  get  the  information 
about  the  Governor's  Proclamation  ? 

Ans. — Early  on  the  morning  of  the  day  of  election,  about 
sunrise,  Mr.  Arthur  Crisfield,  son  of  John  W.  Crisfield,  and 
Mr.  Addison  Long,  rode  up  to  my  house,  before  I  was  up.  I 
got  up  and  went  out,  and  they  informed  me  that  Governor 
Bradford  had  sent  down  a  messenger  from  Baltimore  with  his 
Proclamation,  countermanding  the  other,  and  that  there  would 
be  an  election,  and  they  had  been  down  to  inform  the  Judges 
of  Election  in  the  lower  districts  of  that  fact. 

Ques. — Those  gentlemen  were  on  their  return  from  Princess 
Anne  when  they  gave  you  that  information  ? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir. 

Ques. — And  that  induced  you  to  go  to  the  polls  ? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir. 

CROSS  EXAMINATION. 

Ques. — What  time  did  you  say  that  you  were  at  the  polls? 

Ans. — I  think  about  10  or  half-past  10. 

Ques. — How  long,  during  the  day,  were  the  polls  closed? 

Ans. — About  half  an  hour  after  I  got  there. 

_  Ques. — The  Judges,  during  that  time,  refused  to  take  any 
tickets? 
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Ans. — There  was  not  a  vote  taken  during  that  time.  ", 

Ques. — Mr.  Matthews,  who  was  elected,  was  return  Judge? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir. 

Ques. — Did  you  not  see  the  soldiers  pushed  away  from  the 
polls? 

Ans. — No,  sir. 

Ques. — Did  you  see  any  persons  hustling  or  pushing  the 
Federal  officer  who  was  there? 

Ans. — No,  sir. 

Ques. — Did  you  not  hear  some  one  say  to  the  officer,  "Do 
not  be  alarmed,  you  will  not  be  hurt?" 

Ans. — I  heard  that  such  a  remark  had  been  made,  but  I  did 
not  hear  it  myself. 

Ques. — After  the  soldiers  left  did  they  return  any  more? 

Ans. — The  soldiers  were  standing  at  the  window  at  the  time 

I  voted,  and  left  shortly  after,  and  did  not  appear  at  the  win- 
dow again  or  enforce  any  order. 

Ques. — Were  the  polls  closed  when  you  came  up  there? 

Ans. — The  window  was  open,  but  they  were  taking  no  votes. 

Ques. — How  long  did  this  continue? 

Ans. — About  half  an  hour. 

Ques. — In  the  first  examination,  you  said  that  you  voted 
between  11  and  12,  and  that  this  closing  was  between  10  and 

II  o'clock? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir. 

DIRECT  EXAMINATION   RESUMED. 

Ques.' — During  the  time  that  you  said  voting  had  ceased,  was 
there  any  voting  during  that  time? 

Ans. — I  declare  that  I  do  not  recollect;  I  think,  though, 
there  was  a  man  named  Dashiell,  who  was  in  the  act  of  voting, 
when  I  got  there,  and  the  judges  did  not  receive  it;  they  were 
at  the  window,  considering  the  proclamation  to  decide  what  to 
do. 

Ques. — Did  the  officer  leave  when  the  Judge  announced  that 
they  would  obey  the  Governor's  proclamation? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir;  the  officer  then  left  the  window. 
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Wittington  Polk's  Testimony. 

Qucs. — Will  you  state  whether  you  werfe  in  Princess  Anne 
before  the  election,  and  whether  you  witnessed  the  arrival  of 
the  military^  and  what  Avas  the  determination  in  reference  to 
the  Democratic  Ticket  on  that  day? 

Ans. — So  far  as  my  recollection  extends,  the  conclusion  on 
that  day  was  tliat  the  Democrats  would  not  be  allowed  to  run 
any  ticket.  The  next  day  I  left  Princess  Anne  with  that 
understanding. 

Ques. — Why  was  that  understanding  arrived  at  r* 

Ans. — Upon  the  grounds  that  they  would  not  be  allowed  to 
vote. 

Ques. — You  saw  the  arrival  of  the  military  in  Princess  Anne  ? 
Ans. — Yes,  Sir. 

Ques. — State  what  occurred  the  next  day  ;  whether  you  saw 
any  military  on  the  road.     W^hat  district  are  you  a  resident  of? 

Ans. — Dublin  District.  The  next  day  I  concluded  that  I 
would  ride  out  to  the  polls,  to  see  what  was  going  on,  not  in 
any  expectation  of  voting,  but  merely  to  see  the  neighbors  and 
have  a  talk.  Going  along,  and  about  a  mile  before  I  got  to 
the  polls,  a  Federal  officer  overtook  me.  I  was  riding  very 
slowly,  and  when  he  came  up,  he  halted.  I  asked  him  if  he 
was  in  charge  of  the  cavalrymen  who  were  in  Dublin  district. 
He  told  me  that  he  was.  I  then  asked  him  the  language  of  his 
order.  He  said  the  language  of  his  order  was,  not  to  interfere 
Avith  the  voting  at  all,  but  only  to  keep  down  disorder  in  case 
of  any  tumultuous  gathering  and  rioting  about  the  polls.  I 
went  on  to  the  polls.  The  soldiers  were  not  directly  at  the 
polls  ;  they  were  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  off.  They  did 
not  interrupt  the  polls  at  all ;  they  were  attending  to  their  own 
business.  The  Judges  read  the  proclamation  of  Governor  Brad- 
ford, and  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  voting  would  go 
on  as  usual.  After  dinner,  three  gentlemen  arrived  from 
Princess  Anne  district ;  these  were  B.  J.  Lankford,  Charles  T. 
Marshall  and  Avery  Taylor.  After  they  came  down,  the  offi- 
cer challenged  Mr.  Dryden  ;  after  that  Mr.  Taylor  took  a  posi- 
tion in  the  poll  room,  and  every  Democrat  that  he  knew  to  be 
a  Democrat  he  challenged. 

Ques. — Do  you  know  any  Democrats  after  Mr.  Taylor  went 
there,  that  by  his  objecting  were  prevented  from  voting? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir.  There  was  Mr.  Thomas  Maddox,  v/lio  offered 
his  vote  and  was  challenged;  he  declined  to  take  the  oath,  add 
consequently  the  Judges  refused  to  take  his  vote. 
11 
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Qiies. — Did  lie  tell  you  he  would  have  voted? 

Ans. — No,  he  did  not. 

Ques. — Did  you  see  his  ticket? 

Ans. — I  did  not  see  it  opened,  but  it  was  well  known  that  he 
never  voted  any  other  but  the  Democratic  ticket.  He  is  known 
at  this  present  time  to  be  a  Democrat,  and  is  never  known  to 
have  voted  any  other  ticket. 

Ques. — You  have  heard  him  talk  of  his  Democratic  prin- 
ciples ? 

Ans. — Well,  sir,  he  is  a  man  of  not  a  great  many  words. 

Ques. — Who  also  was  rejected  ? 

Ans. — Mr.  William  Stevens,  who  offered  his  vote,  was  chal- 
lenged by  Mr.  Taylor,  and  he  took  the  oath  and  voted.  There 
was  no  objection  if  a  man  took  the  oath.  Mr.  Wm.  Caustin, 
Mr.  Samuel  Caustin  and  myself  went  out  there  with  the  inten- 
tion of  voting,  but  did  not  vote  upon  the  grounds  that  we  did 
not  consider  Mr.  Taylor  had  any  authority  to  challenge,  we 
being  in  one  district  and  he  in  another.  I  asked  the  officer  if 
Mr.  Taylor  had  a  right  to  act  as  he  was  doing.  The  officer  re- 
plied very  politely,  that  he  presumed  he  had.  Neither  Samuel 
Caustin,  William  Caustin,  nor  I  offered  to  vote. 

Ques. — How  would  you  three  have  voted  ? 

Ans. — As  for  myself,  I  would  have  voted  the  Democratic 
ticket.  I  heard  the  others  express  themselves  as  being  disap- 
pointed, and  regretting  that  they  had  not  voted  in  the  morning. 

Ques. — For  whom  ?  ^ 

Ans. — They  did  not  say;  they  thought  that  I  knew  that  too 
well. 

Question  by  Mr.  Kandall. — The  only  one,  then,  whom  you 
knew  would  have  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  was  yourself? 

Ans. — I  was  not  challenged.  I  knew  that  I  would  be,  and 
therefore  did  not  offer  to  vote. 

Ques. — You  did  not  ask  these  other  men  how  they  would  have 
voted  ? 

Ans. — No,  sir;  I  did  not  think  it  necessary. 

DIRECT  EXAMINATION   RESUMED. 

Ques. — Did  you  know  of  any  one  else  that  you  recognized  as 
members  of  the  Democratic  party,  who  would  have  voted  the 
Democratic  ticket,  and  did  not  ? 
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Ans. — There  were  several  others  present  on  that  day.  The 
two  named  above  and  myself,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  our 
votes  would  be  challenged  if  we  were  to  go  and  offer  our  vote. 

Ques. — Why  did  you  three  come  to  that  conclusion? 

Ans. — From  the  proceedings  of  the  gentleman  in  the  room, 
Mr.  Avery  Taylor.  We  were  known  to  be^  and  he  knew  us  to 
be  Democrats,  and  consequently  we  knew  that  we  would  be 
challenged,  or  we  had  every  reason  to  believe  so. 

Ques. — Did  Avery  Taylor,  on  that  occasion,  challenge  any- 
body who  was  generally  reputed  to  be  a  Union  man  ? 

Ans.— No  one,  to  my  knowledge,  charged  him  with  having 
challenged  a  Union  vote.  If  such  a  charge  had  been  made,  I 
think  it  is  very  likely  that  I  would  have  heard  it. 

CROSS  EXAMINATION. 

Ques. — You  were  a  candidate  for  Commissioner  of  tlie  county, 
at  that  election? 

Ans. — I  was,  sir. 

Ques. — You  were  returned  as  having  received  the  majority  of 
votes  ? 

Ans. — I  was. 

Ques. — You  were  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket? 

Ans. — I  was. 

Ques, — How  many  votes  did  you  get  at  Dublin  polls  ? 

Ans. — I  cannot  say,  from  my  recollection,  how  many  votes  I 
received  at  Dublin  polls. 

He  was  shown  the  official  returns  of  the  election;  according 
to  that,  he  got  57  votes.  That  paper  did  not  refresh  his  recol- 
lection. 

Hance  Lawson's  Testimony. — Examined  by  Contestants. 

Ques. — You  live  in  Lawson's  district,  of  Somerset  county. 

Ans. — Yes,  sir. 

Ques. — You  were  summoned  on  the  part  of  the  incumbent, 
Mr.  Woolford? 

Ans. — I  was,  sir. 

Ques. — Were  the  military  at  Lawson's  during  the  day  ? 

Ans. — Yes  sir  ;  from  about  10  o'clock  until  the  polls  closed? 

Ques. — Was  the  vote  as  large  as  usual  or  reduced? 
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Ajis. — It  was  reduced. 

Ques. — In  your  opinion,  which  were  the  greatest  losers,  the 
Democrats  or  the  Unionists,  by  that  reduction  ? 

Ans. — I  am  not  able  to  say,  but  I  think  the  Union  pa"rty  lost 
most.  In  the  special  election  for  June,  1861,  the  district  polled 
464.     I  think  335  was  the  last  vote. 

Ques. — What  was  the  vote  at  the  G-overnor's  election  in  1861  ? 

Ans. — I  think  it  was  403. 

GROSS-EXAMINATION* 

Ques. — Did  the  military  intervene  in  the  election  at  all  ? 

Ans. — No  sir  ;  they  were  at  the  polls  from  10  o'clock  in  the 
morning  until  the  polls  closed.  They  prevented  no  man  from 
voting  at  all — nor  tendered  the  oath  to  any  one  while  I  was 
there.  I  "w^as  there,  off  and  on,  all  day.  I  went  down  three 
times,  I  think  from  10  A.  M.  until  2  P.  M.,  and  then  from  be- 
tween 4  and  5  until  about  10  or  11  o'clock  at  night. 

Ques. — Is  it  fair  to  ask  whether  you  went  off  to  hunt  up  vo- 
ters ? 

Ans. — I  cannot  deny  that  I  tried  to  stir  them  up  a  little.  I 
told  the  people  when  I  went  down  the  Neck  that  there  was  no 
interference  at  all. 

Ques. — Did  you  see  many  persons^  when  you  went  down 
there,  who  did  not  go  into  the  polls  ? 

Ans. — No,  sir;  they  had  gone  out  oy.stering  when  I  Avent 
down. 

DIRECT   EXAMINATION   RESUMED. 

Ques. — The  rurpor  th.at  there  would  be  interference  had 
reached  the  district  before  the  election  ? 

Ans.— Yes,  sir. 

CROSS   EXAMINATION   RESUMED. 

Ques. — Did  you  mean  to  say  that  that  had  any  effect  in  keep- 
ing people  from  the  polls,  or  was  it  because  they  do  not  take 
any  interest  in  the  election  ? 

Ans. — I  do  not  think  that  any  person  in  the  district  believed 
there  would  be  any  interference  at  the  polls,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Ques. — Was  it  a  good  day  for  oy storing  ? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir;  it  was  a  good  day  for  oystering,  and  a  great 
many  boats  were  out. 


The  Committee  met  at  8  P.  M. 

Present — Messrs.  T3'son,  chairman;  Hitchcock,  Frazier,  Her- 
bert, Wescott. 

C.  S.  Packard's  testimony: 

Queg  — Are  you  from  Princess  Anne  District  ? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir. 

Ques. — You  were  a  voter  there  at  the  last  November  election? 

Ans. — I  was,  sir. 

Ques. — Did  you  vote  ? 

Ans. — No,  sir. 

Ques. — If  you  heard  Mr.  Collier,  the  Provost  Marshal,  make 
any  declaration  as  to  what  should  be  done  about  the  election, 
please  state  it  ? 

Ans. — I  heard  Mr.  Collier,  on  several  occasions  prior  to  the 
election,  whenever  he  was  in  town  on  public  days_,  make  the 
declaration  publicly  that  he  did  not  intend  to  allow  a  Democrat 
to  vote  on  the  election  day;  or,  to  use  his  own  expression,  he 
did  not  intend  to  allow  any  damned  Democrat  vote  to  he  cast  on 
that  day. 

Ques. — Was  there  any  threats  about  arresting  any  man  who 
announced  himself  as  a  Democratic  candidate? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir.  It  was  said  that  any  one  who  offered  him- 
self as  a  Democratic  candidate  was  to  be  arrested. 

Ques. — Were  these  declarations  made  in  your  hearing? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir. 

Ques. — Were  you  present  at  the  election  at  the  time  the 
Judges  were  arrested  by  Captain  Moore  ? 

Ans. — I  was,  sir,  in  the  Court-house. 

Ques. — Do  you  recollect  hearing  Capt.  Moore  say  anything 
about  the  appointment  of  other  Judges  ? 

Ans. — He  suggested  that  if  these  Judges  refused  to  carry  on 
the  election  under  the  Orders  of  General  8clienck,  the  citizens 
there  had  a  right  to  select  other  Judges,  and  probably  they 
would  select  those  who  would  obey  the  orders  of  Gen.  Schenck. 

Ques. — How  would  yon  have  voted  if  you  had  been  permitted 
to  vote? 

Ans. — I  should  have  voted  the  whole  Democratic  ticket.  I 
went  there  for  that  purpose. 
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Mr.  Alexander. — He  presents  the  original  election  returns 
for  Somerset  county,  and  show  by  them  that  the  votes  for  the 
different  persons  for  Clerk  and  Kegister  were  as  follows  : 


Clerk  of  Circuit  Court. 

Register  of  Wills. 

Districts. 

1 

r— 1 

o 
o 

a 

a 

a 
o 

d 

1— I 

1  Barren  Creek.. 

2  Quantico 

3  Tyaskin 

4  Dame's  Qua'r. 

5  Princess  Anne 

6  Brinckley 

7  Trappe 

85 
52 

126 
31 
1 
56 
26 
30 
17 
44 
46 
27 
34 

213 

90 
109 
115 

7 

148 

111 

55 

20 

33 

1 

58 

123 

1 

"'i 

4 
32 

5 

18     1 

89 

5 
13 

6 

55 

91 
53 

102 
38 
1 
56 
29 
34 
17 
52 
43 
34 
24 

220 
1 

83 
105 
135 

7 

147 

101 

52 

14 
34 

56 
100 

2 

2 

5 

"5 
23 

8  Dublin 

2 

9  Salisbury 

10  Hungry  Neck. 

11  Potato  Neck... 

12  Smith's  Island 

13  Sharptown 

14  Lawson's 

15  Tangiers 

95 

2 
15 

6 
24 
12 
53 

Lemuel  Malone's  testimony— 

Ques.— In  what  district  do  you  live  and  vote  ? 

Ans. — In  Trappe  district. 

Ques. — If  you  had  any  conversation  with  Provost  Marshal 
Collier  about  the  Democrats  voting  Jn  Somerset  county,  please 
state  the  conversation,  and  all  the  circumstances  connected  with 
it? 

Ans. — On  Tuesday  week,  previous  to  the  election,  I  spoke  to 
Mr.  Collier,  the  Provost  Marshal,  in  Princess  Anne,  rather 
playfully,  seeing  that  I  had  an  idea  of  being  a  candidate,  to 
find  out  what  he  had  to  say  about  it.  I  asked  him  what  would 
be  the  result.     He  said  he  would  have  me  arrested  if  I  announ- 
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ced  myself  as  a  candidate,  and  further  to  save  trouble,  I  might 
likewise  advise  ray  friends,  that  if  there  was  an  organized  De- 
mocratic ticket,  that  he  would  arrest  all  of  them. 

Ques. — Had  you  any  conversation  with  him  before  that,  or 
did  you  hear  him  make  any  declaration  that  the  Democrats 
would  not  be  allowed  to  vote? 

Ans. — I  heard  him  tell  several  persons  three  or  four  times, 
in  Salisbury,  that  mentioned  the  circumstances  to  him,  that  the 
Democrats  would  not  be  allowed  to  vote. 

Ques. — You  stated  that  you  vote  in  Trappe  district,  have 
you  any  knowledge  of  Democratic  voters  being  deterred  from 
going  to  the  polls  in  that  district  ? 

Ans. — When  the  report  was  first  circulated  that  the  Demo- 
crats would  not  be  allowed  to  vote,  a  large  number  in  our  dis- 
trict came  to  the  conclusion,  that  they  would  not  go  ;  but  on 
the  evening  previous  to  the  election,  the  Governor's  Proclama- 
tion reached  our  district,  and  as  far  as  it  could  be  sent,  it  was 
sent.  A  number  of  persons,  expecting  that  the  Governor's 
Proclamation  would  be  obeyed,  and  that  the  restrictions  that 
has  been  previously  intended  by  the  military,  would  be  removed, 
postponed  going  until  the  afternoon,  as  they  told  me  that 
morning. 

Ques. — ^Did  you  see  the  judges  carried  along  through  that 
district  from  Princess  Anne  to  Salisbury  ? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir. 

Ques. — What  time  of  the  day  was  it  that  you  saw  the  judges 
carried  along  ? 

Ans. — It  was  no  later  than  one  o'clock,  and  the  voters,  who 
told  me  in  the  morning  that  they  were  going  to  the  polls  did 
not  appear  there. 

Ques. — Who  told  you  that  they  were  going  that  morning 
and  did  not  go? 

Ans. — James  Daily,  Sen.,  James  Washington  Daily,  Wm. 
Daily,  Isaac  H.  A.  Dulany,  Stephens  Wilkins,  Isaac  Wilkins, 
Wm.  Paul,  George  W.  Jones,  Benjamin  J.  Jones,  Anthony 
Jones,  and  Anthony  Pollitt.  There  are  others,  who  have  es- 
caped my  mind  altogether.  Twenty-one  Democrats  and  two 
Union  men  did  not  vote.  One  was  sick  at  home,  the  others 
went  to  the  polls.  I  know  every  man  in  the  district,  and  know 
how  every  man  votes. 

Ques. — Did  you  make  known  generally  what  Collier  told 
you? 


^Qs.— Yes,  sir;  I  asked  for  information,  and  circulated  it, 
and  I  rode  out  to  the  neighbors  to  advise  them  not  to  vote,  be- 
fore having  seen  the  Grovernor's  proclamation. 

CROSS  EXAMINATION. 

Ques. — Did  any  Democrats  go  to  the  polls  that  day? 

^ns. — There  were  110  Democrat  votes. 

Qiies. — Do  you  recollect  how  many  Democrat  votes  were 
polled  in  1861  in  the  Trappe  District? 

Ans. — Looking  at  the  returns  for  1861,  I  fifld  that  the  vote 
was  93,  and  I  believe  that  to  bte  right.  That  -Was  the  smallest 
Democrat  vote  that  had  been  cast  for  some  years  previously. 

Ques. — How  many  soldiers  were  at  the  polls? 

Ans. — Mve. 

Ques. — Did  they  stay  all  day? 

Ans. — They  were  there  when  I  arrived,  between  8  and  9, 
and  I  believe  they  left  a  little  before  6  P.  M.,  just  before  the 
polls  closed. 

Ques. — Do  you  mean  to  say,  that  you  saw  every  one  of  them, 
twenty-one  Democrats,  on  the  morning  of  election  day  ? 

Ans. — 'I  did  not  see  every  one  of  the  twenty-one;  I  saw  all 
that  I  have  mentioned. 

Ques. — How  many  of  these  twenty-one  can  you  swear  that 
you  certainly  saw  on  election  day;  who  told  you  that  they 
would  go  in  the  afternoon  ? 

Ans. — I  will  not  say  positively;  I  cannot  swear  to  more  than 
twelve  or  thirteen.  I  was  out  all  night,  circulating  the  Gover- 
nor's proclamation,  and  between  12  o'clock  at  night  and  the 
opening  of  the  polls  in  the  morning,  I  saw  all  those  that  I  have 
named.  I  saw  them  between  midnight  and  nine  o'clock  On 
Wednesday  morning. 

Ques. — ^When  did  you  get  the  Governor's  proclamation? 

Ans. — About  dark  on  Tuesday  night. 

Ques. — How  many  did  you  see  between  dark  and  12  o'clock  ? 

Ans.— A  great  number. 

Ques. — Was  there  any  sort  of  interference  by  the  soldiers 
during  the  whole  day  ? 

Ans. — ^No,  sir.  The  Governor's  proclamation  was  observed^ 
and  there  was  peace  and  quiet  duriiig  the  entire  day. 
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Ques. — Did  the  Provost  Marshal  state  any  particular  reason 
why,  if  you  were  on  the  ticket,  he  would  arrest  you  ? 

Ans. — No,  sir;  there  was  no  more  ohjection  to  me  than   to 
the  others. 

Isaac  K.  Wright's  Testimony. 

Ques. — Were  you  a  voter  in  Somerset  county,  at  the  last 
election,  and  if  so,  in  what  district  ? 

Ans. — I  was,  sir,  in  the  Barren  Creek  district. 

Ques. — During  what  hours  were  you  at  the  poUg  ? 

Ans. — I  was  there  about  the  time  the  polls  opened,  and  re- 
mained there  and  about  until  they  closed. 

Ques. — Were  votes  objected  to,  and  by  whom,  and  Avhat  was 
required  of  them  ? 

Ans. — Joseph  Wright  objected  to  voters. 

Ques. — Was  any  Union  voter  objected  to  ? 

Ans. — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Ques. — Is  Mr.  Wright  well  acquainted  with  all  the  voters  ? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir;  he  has  lived,  in  the  district  ever  since  I  can 
remember,  and  I  am  going  on  my  forty-second  year, 

Ques. — Where  was  he  during  the  day  of  election  ? 

Ans. — He  was  in  the  poll  room. 

Ques. — You  observed  him  during  the  day. 

Ans. — Whenever  I  was  in  the  poll  room,  I  saw  him. 

Ques. — Who  were  objected  to  and  who  were  not  objected  to? 

Ans. — Those  who  were  objected  to  were  voting  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket.  They  were  Democrats.  I  did  not  see  their  ticket 
or  examine  it,  but  I  knew  them  to  be  Democrats. 

Ques. — Will  you  mention  any  that  you  saw  objected  to  and 
turned  down  ? 

Ans. — I  saw  John  Wright,  the  brother  of  Joseph  Wright; 
when  he  came  up  to  vote,  Joseph  Wright  objected  to  his  vote 
upon  the  grounds  of  disloyalty,  and  the  Judges  turned  him 
down. 

Ques. — Did  they  ask  him  to  take  the  oath  ? 

Ans. — I  do  not  know. 

Ques. — Did  he  vote  ? 

Ans. — No,  sir.     They  did  not  take  his  vote  ? 
12 
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Ques. — How  would  he  have  voted  ? 

Ans. — He  was  a  candidate  on  the  Democrat  ticket  for  Over- 
seer of  Eoads.  Joseph  Wright  objected  to  Wm.  J.  Bounds; 
Josephus  Venables,  Elijah  Hatton,  and  others  told  me  that 
they  were  objected  to. 

Ques. — At  what  hour  of  the  day  was  the  first  one  objected 
to  that  you  saw  ? 

Ans.— It  was  not  more  than  10  o'clock.  Joseph  Wright 
objected  to  John  Wright  at,  that  hour.  I  think  Mr.  Bounds 
was  the  next*one,  not  long  after  that. 

Ques. — When  was  the  last  in  the  day  that  you  saw  objected 
to? 

Ans.— My  own  was  the  last  sometime  in  the  afternoon. 

Ques. — Joseph  Wright  was  in  the  room,  so  far  as  you  know, 
all  the  time? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir;  I  was  about  there  all  day. 

Ques. — You  stated  that  every  man  that  you  spoke  of  as  be- 
ing objected  to  was  a  Democrat? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir. 

Ques. — Have  you  named  all  that  you  saw  objected  to? 

Ans. — I  have  named  them,  so  far  as  my  recollection  serves 
me. 

Ques. — Were  there  any  soldiers  there  on  the  day  of  the 
election? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir. 

Ques. — Did  they  object  or  interfere  with  any  one's  vote? 

•  Ans. — No,  sir;  in  no  shape  or  form  that  I  saw. 

CROSS  EXAMINATION. 

Ques. — Those  persons  whom  you  said  were  turned  down, 
•v^ere  challenged  by  Wright,  your  uncle? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir. 

Ques. — They  were  required  to  take  the  oath? 

Ans. — He  challenged  them  upon  the  ground  of  disloyalty. 

Ques. — What  did  the  Judges  say? 

Ans. — To  some  they  tendered  the  oath. 

Ques. — Did  they  take  it? 

Ans. — No,  sir;  they  refused  to  take  it. 
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Ques. — You  saw  no  one  turned  down,  who  took  the  oath? 
Ans. — No,  sir. 

DIRECT  EXAMINATION   RESUMED. 

Ques. — What  ticket  did  you  offer  to  vote? 

Ans. — I  was  going  to  vote  the  Democrat  ticket. 

Question  by  one  of  the   Committee. — Did  you  see  anybody 
take  the  oath  that  day? 

Ans. — I  saw  one  or  two  take  the  oath,  but  I  cannot  recollect 
their  names. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION   RESUMED. 

Ques. — Was  the  officer  put  there  by  the  commander  of  the 
soldiers? 

Ans. — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

February  20th. 
The  Committee  met  at  9.50  A.  M. 

Present,  Messrs.  Tyson,  chairman,  Westcott,  Herbert,  Dent, 
and  Hitchcock. 

James  F.  Kelly's  testimony: 

Ques. — Were  you  a  voter  in  Somerset  county  at  the  last  elec- 
tion; and  if  so,  please  state  in  what  district? 

Ans. — I  was  a  voter  in  Dame's  Quarter  District. 

Ques. — Did  you  attend  the  polls  on  that  day  ? 

Ans. — I  did,  in  the  afternoon. 

Ques. — Did  you  vote  on  that  day  ? 

Ans. — I  did,  sir. 

Ques. — State  the  circumstances  under  which  you  voted  ? 

Ans. — I  had  a  conversation  with  the  person  who  commanded 
the  troops.  He  came  to  my  house  in  the  morning,  and  told  me 
that  he  was  instructed  to  quarter  on  me  for  that  day.  I  told 
him  that  I  had  for  years  passed,  been  one  of  the  Judges  of  that 
election  district,  but  owing  to  circumstances,  I  had  resigned. 
He  then  demanded  the  poll-books  of  me,  and  said  that  he  was  sent 
to  my  house  in  order  to  get  them  of  me.  I  told  him  that  I  had 
not  seen  them.  He  appeared  very  anxious  to  find  out  where 
they  were,  and  I  told  him  that  some  of  the  judges  had  them 
and  he  would  find  them  at  the  election.  I  said  that  I  had  made 
up  my  mind  not  to  go  to  the  election  that  day,  as  I  had  under- 
stood that  there  was  to  be  a  good  deal  of  cross  work,  that  the 
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military  were  to  take  charge  of  the  polls — this  was  trie  talk  in 
the  .neighborhood  several  days  before.  He  assured  me  that 
there  would  be  no  such  thing — that  anybody  would  be  allowed 
to  vote,  and  that  there  would  be  no  oath  required.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  went  out  and  upon  his  promise,  I  went 
to  the  window  at  the  election  room,  and  asked  the  judges 
whether  there  was  any  oath  required,  one  of  them  said  every- 
body was  voting  as  they  wished  to  vote.  I  asked  him  how 
about  the  oath  ?  None,  said  he,  had  been  put  up  to  that  time. 
I  asked  him  if  they  had  any  tickets  on  the  table.  They  handed 
me  the  yellow  ticket  first.  I  asked  them  if  they  had  no  other 
ticket — I  asked  for  the  white  ticket — the  Crisfield  ticket.  I 
told  him  that  was  not  exactly  the  ticket  that  I  expected  to  vote, 
but  I  expected  to  vote  the  Democrat  ticket.  Somebody  outside, 
handed  me  a  Democrat  ticket,  and  I  went  in  to  offer  to  vote. 
I  was  challenged  by  the  Sergeant — the  same  person  who  had 
told  me  in  the  morning  that  no  oath  would  be  required. 

Ques. — What  was  said  to  you  when  you  were  challenged  ? 

Ans. — He  asked  me  if  I  was  willing  to  take  the  oath  ?  I  said 
I  had  no  scruples  about  taking  the  oath,  but  that  it  was  hard 
that  I,  an  old  citizen,  should  be  required  to  take  the  oath,  who 
had  voted  there  so  many  years. 

Ques. — Did  you  take  the  oath  and  vote  ? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir,  I  did. 

Ques. — Do  you  know  any  other  Democratic  voters  who,  on 
that  day,  told  you  that  they  would  have  voted  the  Democratic 
ticket,  but  were  excluded  or  prevented  from  going  to  the  polls 
on  account  of  reports  that  day  given  out  ? 

Ans. — I  keep  a  store  there,  and  know  all  the  legal  voters  in 
the  district. 

Ques. — Name  over  the  voters  that  from  your  knowledge  de- 
rived from  them  on  that  day,  would  have  voted  the  Democratic 
ticket,  would  have  voted  for  Levin  Woolford  for  Clerk,  and 
John  J.  Dashiell  as  Eegistei  of  Wills  ? 

[The  witness  using  a  written  list  to  refresh  his  memory, 
names  the  following  persons:] 

Ans. — Wm.  H.  White,  Levin  Stores,  Jr.,  John  White^  Jas. 
T.  McDorman,  George  McDorman,  »rohn  Giles,  Joshua  Davis 
and  L.  M.  Hall,  was  arrested  in  attempting  to  vote,  prevented 
from  voting,  arrested  and  put  under  guard. 

Ques. — Was  that  L.  M.  Hall  a  candidate  for  Justice  of  the 
Peace  ? 
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Ans. — Yes,  sir. 

Ques. — Was  he  a' Democrat? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir.  He  was  supporting  the  Democratic  ticket 
as  far  as  I  know.  Edward  H,  W.  Ford  would  have  voted  the 
Democratic  ticket  but  did  not;  Nathan  J.  Lankford  was  there 
intending  to  vote — he  told  me  that  he  intended  to  vote  the 
Democratic  ticket;  James  S.  Anderson  and  Francis  Dashiell 
would  liave  voted  the  Democrat  ticket. 

Ques.  —Do  you  knoAv  anj  other  Democrats  in  that  District 
besides  those  that  you  have  named,  who  were  at  the  polls  on 
that  day  and  did  not  vote  ? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir.  There  were  several  who  did  not  go  from 
the  fact  of  rumors  of  military  interference. 

Question  by  Mr.  Hagner. — Did  you  make  this  list  out? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir. 

Ques. — Did  no  one  assist  you  ? 

Ans. — No,  sir.  J.  D.  Simkins,  Marcellus  White,  Levin 
Stores,  Sr,,  John  J.  Scott,  Sr.  and  Jr.,  Nathan  White  and 
Japcies  Willing,  Arthur  Davis,  Eisdon  Davis — these  persons  I 
am  personally  acquainted  with,  and  know  exactly  how  they 
would  have  voted,  if  they  had  not  been  intimidated  from  voting. 

Ques. — Didn't  you  say  there  were  others  about  the  voting 
place  whom  you  cannot  recall? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir,  quite  a  number. 

Ques. — You  stated  that  you  have  been  a  Judge  of  election 
and  acquainted  with  a  great  number  of  persons  there,  what  is 
the  usual  Democrat  vote  in  that  district  ? 

Ans. — Well,  it  has  varied.  For  the  last  four  years  the  entire 
Democrat  vote  has  been  some  40.  There- has  been  quite  a 
cliange  recently. 

Ques. — Do  you  recollect  the  Union  vote  in  Dame's  Quarter 
in  1861? 

Ans. — In  1861  the  Union  vote  was  64. 

Joseph  Brattan's  testimony : 

[This  witness  was  returned  as  elected,  at  the  last  November 
election,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  Orphans'  Court  on  the  Demo- 
crat ticket.] 

Ques. — Will  you  please  state  if  you  were  a  voter  in  Somerset 
county  at  the  last  election,  and  in  what  district? 
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Ans. — I  was,  sir,  in  Barren  Creek  district. 

Ques. — State  if  any  United  States  soldiers  came  to  your 
house." 

Ans.' — A  cavalry  company  of  five  arrived  at  my  house  the 
evening  previous  to  the  election^  and  stopped  there  all  night. 
I  had  a  conversation  with  the  Sergeant  on  the  evening  before 
the  election.  He  informed  me  that  neither  I  nor  any  other 
person  would  have  any  difficulty  in  voting  their  sentiments. 
The  next  morning  I  showed  him  the  proclamation  of  Governor 
Bradford,  which  was  sent  by  Mr.  Long  to  the  judges  of  election 
at  Sharpstown,  and  which  I  forwarded  at  the  request  of  some 
of  Mr.  Long's  friends.  The  Sergeant  told  me  that  he  would 
obey  that  proclamation.  He  did  ;iot  molest  the  polls  in  any 
way,  except  once,  when  there  was  a  little  disturbance,  which 
he  came  to  suppress.  This  was  the  only  time  that  he  was 
around  the  polls.     He  objected  to  no  one  voting  at  all. 

Ques. — Did  the  soldiers  stay  around  the  polls? 

Ans. — No,  sir  ;  the  soldiers  were  not  around  the  polls  during 
that  day. 

Ques. — Will  you  please  state  if  any  body  objected  to  voters? 

Ans. — Mr.  Joseph  Wright,  a  citizen  of  the  district,  objected 
to  my  vote,  and  to  a  number  of  others.  About  forty  did  not 
vote  that  were  there  on  the  day  of  election.  If  necessary  I  can 
mention  those  who  were  objected  to. 

Ques. — There  was  no  interference  by  any  persons  except  Mr, 
Wright? 

Ans. — No,  sir  ;  none  by  the  military  at  all. 

Mr.  Wright  made  the  objection. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION. 

Ques.— Was  your  ticket  received  ? 

Ans. — My  ticket  was  challenged  by  Mr.  Wright,  and  rejected 
by  the  judges,  and  the  oath  was  not  offered  to  me.  I  suppose 
if  I  had  volunteered  to  take  the  oath,  it  would  have  been  ac- 
cepted. 

Ques. — How  often  did  you  see  the  oath  offered  to  others  on 
that  day  ? 

Ans. — I  saw  them  offer  it  about  a  dozen  times. 

Ques. — Did  they  take  it? 

Ans. — Two  or  three  of  the  number  took  it. 
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Qucs. — You  say  there  was  only  one  di8tur]p.ance  during  the 
day  ? 

Ans. — Yes  Sir  ;  that  was  caused  by  a  soldier,  one  of  the  Pur- 
nell  Legion,  who  lived  in  the  neighborhood,  coming  to  vote. 

Ques. — And  the  guard  promptly  suppressed  it. 

Ans. — YeS;,  Sir.     I  have  been  voting  there  twenty-five  years. 

Ques. — Did  you  ever  see  an  election  before  where  there  was 
only  one  disturbance  ? 

Ans. — I  have  often  seen  an  election  where  there  was  no  dis- 
turbance. 

Ques. — Is  it  not  something  unusual  for  the  polls  to  be  open 
all  day  without  a  disturbance  ? 

Ans. — A  number  of  years  ago,  when  liquor  was  sold  at  the 
polls,  there  would  be  disturbance,  but  now  the  liquor  is  kept  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  off. 

Ques. — What  was  the  objection  to  your  vote? 

Ans. — Disloyalty.  I  asked  tlie  Judges  if  I  was  disloyal. 
They  said  they  thought  not. 

Ques. — Did  the  officer  stay  by  the  window  all  day. 

Ans. — He  was  stationed  at  the  pound,  which  was  some  dis- 
tance off.  I  saw  him  at  the  polls  only  once^  to  suppress  this 
riot.  I  live  right  at  the  place  of  election — the  polls  were 
kept  in  my  house. 

DIRECT   EXAMINATION   RESUMED. 

Ques. — Did  you  and  Wright  ever  have  any  difficulty  ? 
Ans. — We  only  differed  politically. 
Ques. — Did  you  hear  Mr.  Wright  say  hoAv  he  voted? 
Ans. — I  did  not  hear  him  say  on  that  day.  . 

CROSS   EXAMINATION    RESUMED. 

Ques. — Have  you  any  doubt  that  he  voted  the  yellow  ticket  ? 

Ans. — He  did  not  vote  the  yellow  ticket.  There  were  only 
two  yellow  tickets  voted  at  the  place,  and  Mr.  Wright  did  not 
vote  cither  of  them. 

Levin  L.  Waters'  testimony: 

Quea. — Were  you  a  voter  in  Somerset  county  at  the  last  No- 
vember election;  if  so,  state  in  what  district  ? 


96  * 

Ans. — I  was  a  voter,  sir,  but  did  not  vote.  I  live  in  Prin- 
cess Anne  district,  and  have  voted  there  for  13  years  previous 
to  the  last  election. 

Ques. — Will  you  state  at  what  time  the  Democrat  ticket  was 
brought  out  in  Somerset  county,  and  if  you  know  the  reason 
why  it  was  not  brought  out  earlier,  and  state  the  circumstances 
under  which  it  was  finally  brought  out  ? 

Ans. — I  think  the  ticket  was  made  about  two  weeks  previous 
to  the  election.  It  was  not  made  at  an  earlier  day  because 
there  were  threats  from  various  sources  that  any  Democrat  who 
would  present  himself  as  a  candidate  would  be  arrested;  that 
no  Democrat  ticket  would  be  permitted  to  be  run  in  the  coun- 
ty. It  was  desirable,  if  we  ran  a  ticket  at  all,  that  we  should 
put  out  one  which  would  command  the  respect  of  the  people, 
and  the  ticket  was  withheld  until  such  time  as  we  had  assu- 
rance that  there  would  be  no  military  interference  at  the  elec- 
tion. That  assurance  was  given  a  few  days  before  the  election. 
A  week  before  the  election  it  came  to  us  through  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Crisfield. 

0 

Ques. — What  assurances  were  given  ? 

J^ns, — That  there  would  be  no  military  interference;  that  we 
would  have  a  fair  and  free  election ;  that  every  body  entitled  to 
vote  would  be  allowed  to  vote-,  and  that  every  body  who  wished 
to  be  candidates  would  be  permitted  to  be  candidates. 

Ques. — From  what  source  did  those  rumors  of  threats  come 
previous  to  the  Democrats  bringing  out  their  ticket  ? 

j^ns, — It  was  rumored  that  they  came  from  the  Provost  Mar- 
shal. I  know  further  that  gentlemen  approached  Colonel 
Woolford  and  requested  him  not  to  be  a  candidate.  After  these 
assurances,  the  Democrats  got  out  their  ticket;  the  ticket  was 
offered  and  printed,  but  it  was  not  issued  until  two  days  before 
the  election.  The  ticket  was  issued  on  Monday  and. sent  out  to 
the  different  districts.  On  Tuesday  there  was  a  collection  of 
people  from  various  parts  of  the  county  at  Princess  Anne.  The 
Democrats,  when  it  was  found  that  there  would  be  troops  at 
the  polls,  determined  to  withdraw  the  ticket,  and  a  very  large 
number  of  Democrats  from  different  parts  of  the  county  went 
away  with  the  impression  that  there  would  be  no  ticket  at  the 
polls  on  Wednesday  morning.  Then  the  Governor's  procla- 
mation had  not  been  received;  it  was  received  when  the  stage 
came  in  on  Tuesday  night,  between  7  and  8  o'clock.  Even 
then,  with  the  Governor's  proclamation,  among  the  Democrats 
in  Princess  Anne,  there  was  very  little  disposition  to  try  the 
chances  of  an  election  the  next  day.     I  think  it  was   about  8 
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o'clock.  1  was  going  from  ray  residence  down  to  the  post  office. 
I  met  a  gentleman,  who  was  a  strong  friend  of  the  conserva- 
tive Union  party.  He  seemed  to  be  quite  satisfied;  he  asked 
me  if  I  had  heard  the  news.  I  said  no.  He  said  Governor 
Bradford  had  issued  a  proclamation,  putting  down  General 
Schenck.  I  was  surprised  to  learn  the  next  morning  that  they 
proposed  to  vote. 

Ques. — Do  you  know  when  the  Democrat  tickets  for  the  Dub- 
lin district  were  sent  out? 

Ans. — I  understood  that  the  Democrat  tickets  were  not  sent 
out  until  the  morning  of  the  election.  There  might  have  been 
other  tickets  at  that  district  before,  but  I  understood  that  some 
of  them  were  sent  there  on  the  morning  of  the  election. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION . 

Ques. — How  many  miles  is  Dublin  from  Princess  Anne? 

Ans. — About  10  miles. 

Ques.- — At  what  time  were  the  tickets  sent? 

Ans. — It  was  before  the  polls  were  opened  in  Princess  Anne. 
The  Democratic  tickets  were  printed  in  Philadelphia,  I  think. 

Ques. — You  are  the  brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Woolford  ? 

Ans. — Yes  sir. 

DIRECT  EXAMINATION  RESUMED. 

Ques. — You  say  the  Democrat  tickets  were  printed  in  Phila- 
delphia ?       '  , 

Ans. — I  believe  they  were.  There  is  no  Democrat  paper  in 
Princess  Anne.  Our  paper  was  closed  there  two  years  ago.  We 
could  not  have  the  ticket  put  in  the  paper  at  Princess  Anne— 
the  only  paper  printed  there  being  the  organ  of  another  party. 
It  was  very  necessary,  if  we  had  a  ticket  at  all,  that  we  should 
do  it  secretly,  because  we  feared  intervention. 

George  Davy,  examined  by  contestants  : 

Ques. — In  what  district  of  Somerset  county  were  you  a  voter 
at  the  last  election  ? 

Ans. — Potatoe  Neck  District. 

Ques. — You  were  summoned  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Woolford  ? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir. 

Ques. — When  were  you  summoned  ? 

Ans. — I  was  summoned  last  Sunday  evening. 

Ques. — Were  you  a  judge  of  election  and  return  judge? 
13 
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Ans. — YeSj  sir. 

Ques. — Was  there  any  challenging  at  the  polls? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir. 

Ques. — By  whom  ? 

Ans. — By  William  Holland. 

Ques. — Do  you  know  how  he  got  there  ? 

Ans. — He  was  appointed  by  the  officer  commanding  the 
soldiers,  who  were  at  the  polls. 

Ques. — What  did  you  do  in  consequence  of  this  challenging? 

Ans. — The  first  challenged  was  Mr.  Fountain;  he  gave  his 
ticket  and  was  challenged;  he  declined  to  swear,  and  left  his 
ticket  on  the  table.  One  of  the  clerks  took  it  up,  opened  it 
and  looking  at  it,  said:  ''They  are  running  a  Democrat  ticket 
here."     This  is  the  first  that  I  knew  of  it. 

Ques. — Were  there  any  other  persons  challenged? 

Ans. — There  was  a  parcel  voting  then,  and  we  concluded 
that  it  was  better  to  swear  them  all  as  they  came,  and  we 
swore  all  until  night. 

Ques. — Did  many  refuse  to  take  the  oath  ? 

Ans. — There  were  two  persons,  to  my  knowledge,  who  refus- 
ed to  take  the  oath. 

Ques. — Did  you  allow  any  man  to  vote  who  refused  to  take 
the  oath  ? 

Ans. — Not  after  that  time. 

Ques. — Under  what  directions  were  you  acting  ? 

Ans, — Under  the  direction  of  the  military  officer  in  charge. 

Ques. — Was  the  vote  a  full  one  ? 

Ans. — No,  Sir.     It  was  only  95  ;  the  ordinary  vote  is  212. 

Ques. — Which  side  do  you  think  were  the  losers  by  this 
course  of  swearing? 

Ans. — I  think  the  Union  side  was  the  loser. 

Ques. — By  one  of  the  Committee. — Did  you  vote? 

Ans. — ^Yes,  Sir. 

Ques. — What  ticket  did  you  vote  ? 

Ans. — I  voted  what  I  considered  the  Union  ticket.  I  voted  for 
Mr.  Gristield,  the  regular  nominated  ticket. 


Ques. — Do  you  remember  what  vote  Mr.  Woolford  got  on  the 
occasion  ? 

Ans. — No,  Sir. 

Ques. — What  is  the  usual  Democratic  vote  ? 


Ans.— From  33  to  35. 

Ques. — Do  you  think  he  got  a  full  vote  ? 


Ans. — Yes,  sir,  I  think  he  did.  Mr.  Woolford  generally 
gets  a  good  deal  more  than  the  party  vote  there. 

Levin  L.  Waters,  recalled: 

Question  by  Judge  Tuck. — State  whether  there  was  an  or- 
ganization of  the  Democratic  party  for  the  election  of  1861; 
and  if  there  was  not,  state  why? 

Ans. — There  was  an  attempted  organization  in  1861,  of  the 
Democratic  party,  but  very  much  against  the  wishes  of  a  large 
number  of  the  most  prominent  Democrats  in  our  part  of  the 
county,  and  notwithstanding  the  attempted  organization  to 
put  out  a  ticket,  several  gentlemen  on '  that  ticket  refused  to 
run,  and  were  really  not  candidates;  but  notwithstanding  that 
they  were  voted  for,  and  the  Democratic  vote  in  1861  does  not 
show  the  strength  of  the  Democracy  in  our  county. 

Ques. — Why  was  there  no  organization? 

Ans. — The  arrest  of  the  Legislature  at  Frederick  city  and 
other  arrests  through  the  State  and  through  the  counties,  and 
especially  the  arrests  in  Somerset  county,  on  political  grounds. 

Mr.  Davy  recalled  by  the  contestants: 

Ques. — You  stated  that  you  believed  that  the  Union  side 
was  the  loser  at  the  polls.  Do  you  not  recall  something  on 
that  subject  which  you  omitted  to  state? 

Ans. — On  my  way  to  the  polls  I  met  Mr.  HaH,  clerk  of  the 
election.  He  told  me  the  Democrats  would  run  no  ticket  at 
all,  and  there  were  but  two  tickets  out,  one  the  yellow,  the 
other  the  white  or  Crisfield  ticket;  that  the  officers  said  the 
soldiers  were  sent  down  for  the  purpose  of  stopping  that  ticket 
from  being  voted;  that  nothing  could  be  voted  but  the  yellow 
ticket.  After  I  got  to  the  polls,  the  officer  of  the  squad  of 
soldiers  that  was  there  said  it  was  his  instructions  to  stop  that 
ticket — the  Crisfield  ticket — altogether;  but  after  hearing  the 
Governor's  proclamation,  he  said  it  could  be  voted. 
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Ques. — That  was  the  report  you  referred  to  in  causing  the 
Union  ticket  from  being  less  than  it  would  otherwise  have 
been? 

Ans. — Yes,  sir. 

Q.— Who  was  Mr.  Hall? 

Ans. — He  was  clerk  at  one  of  the  polls. 


M.  SoMERS,  R.  J.  Waller, 
&  T.  B.  MooRE,  Contestants; 
vs. 
T.  E,  Ballard,  D.  W.  Jones, 
&  J.  Brattan,  Claimants, 


Contested  election  of  Judges 
of  Orphans'  Court,  for  Somer- 
set County.  Before  the  Com- 
jmittee  on  Elections,  House  of 
Delegates. 


1.  In  the  above  case,  the  counsel  for  the  claimants  requests 
that  summons  be  issued  for  the  voters  in  Barren  Creek  district, 
in  said  county,  whose  names  are  on  the  list  filed  with  the 
counter-memorial  of  the  claimants,  by  which  voters,  they  expect 
to  prove  the  facts  alleged  in  said  counter-memorial,  as  to  the 
exclusion  of  said  voters  from  voting  for  the  claimants,  at  said 
election  in  November,  1863,  at  the  polls  at  Barren  Creek. 

2.  A  summons  is  also  requested  for  Dr.  C.  H.  Hyland,  Joshua 
R,  Handy  and  K.  P.  Douglas,  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  by 
whom  it  is  expected  to  prove  that  Thomas  B.  Moore,  whose 
name  appears  signed  to  the  memorial  of  the  contestants,  de- 
clared to  said  witness,  within  a  few  weeks  past,  that  he  had 
been  urged  to  unite  in  this  contest,  but  had  refused,  as  he  was 
satisfied  with  the  result  of  the  election,  and  considered  the 
claimants  fairly  entitled  to  their  places,  as  Judges  of  the 
Orpbans'  Court. 

3.  A  summons  is  also  requested  for  Thomas  J.  Turpin,  of 
Quantico,  Somerset  County,  Maryland,  by  whom  it  is  expected 
to  prove  the  declarations  of  said  Moore,  touching  this  contest, 
as  set  forth  in  the  counter-memorial  of  the  claimants. 
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4.  A  summons  is  also  requested  for  Levin  Woolford,  Clerk  of 
the  Circuit  Court  for  said  County,. now  in  Annapolis,  to  produce 
before  the  Committee  the  poll-books  of  the  several  election  dis- 
tricts of  said  County,  at  said  election,  to  prove  the  actual  num- 
ber of  votes  received  by  the  candidates  for  Judge  of  said  Court, 
in  said  several  districts,  at  said  election. 

5.  The  claimants  also  wish  to  examine  John  Miller,  now  in 
attendance  upon  the  Committee  on  elections,  under  a  summons 
in  the  contested  cases  of  Clerk  and  Register. 

The  claimants  expect  to  prove  by  said  Miller  that  he  is  a 
voter  in  Princess  Anne  district,  and  has  resided  in  the  town  of 
Princess  Anne  for  upwards  of  twenty  years  past ;  that  he  is 
well  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  attending  the  election 
in  Somerset  county,  in  November,  1861  ;  that  the  result  of  that 
election  afforded  no  reliable  evidence  of  the  relative  strength  of 
political  parties  in  said  county  at  that  period  ;  that  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  intended  to  be  voted  at  said  election  was  broken  up 
a  few  days  before  the  election  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  princi- 
pal candidates  ;  that  apprehensions  were  entertained  among  the 
Democrats  that  the  polls  would  be  controlled  b}''  the  military, 
from  the  general  rumors  to  that  effect  which  then  prevailed  ; 
that  on  the  day  before  the  election,  a  regiment  of  United  States 
infantry  and  a  battery  of  artillery  were  landed  at  White  Haven 
and  marched  to  Princess  Anne,  arriving  there  in  the  evening 
before  the  election  ;  that  tliey  immediately  placed  the  town 
under  martial  law,  until  they  left  after  the  opening  of  the  polls 
on  the  morning  of  said  election  :  that  they  marched  through 
the  said  County,  on  the  day  of  said  election,  proceeding  to 
Snow  Hill,  in  the  adjoining  County,  and  that  this  presence 
and,  action  of  the  military  greatly  discouraged  and  alarmed 
the  Democratic  voters,  so  that  very  many  remained  away  from 
the  polls. 

I.  D..  JONES, 

For  Claimants. 
23f?  February,  1864. 
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To  the  Honorable,  the  Committee  on  Elections 

of  the  House  of  Delegates: 

The  counsel  for  the  claimants,  Thomas  E.  Ballard,  Daniel 
W.  Jones,  and  Joseph  Brattan,  duly  elected,  commissioned 
and  qualified  as  Judges  of  the  Orphans'  Court  for  Somerset 
county,  respectfully  requests  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to 
the  circumstances  of  this  contest,  as  it  is  now  presented  for 
their  consideration. 

The  memorial  of  the  contestants  was  presented  to  the  House 
of  Delegates  on  the  6th  February,  1864.  In  the  counter  me- 
morial, presented  to  the  House  of  Delegates  on  the  23d  Febru- 
ary, 1864,  it  is  erroneously  stated  that  the  notice  of  the  contest 
was  received  by  the  claimants  on  the  13th  February,  but  the 
counsel  is  since  informed  that  the  notice  was  not  received  by 
claimants,  Ballard  and  Jones,  till  the  16th  February,  and  that 
the  claimant,  Brattan,  received  no  notice  whatever  of  the  said 
contest  from  any  official  source.  That  said  Brattan,  being 
summoned  before  this  Committee  as  a  witness  by  the  claimants 
in  the  contests  for  Clerk  and  Kegister  for  said  county,  came  to 
Annapolis  on  the  evening  of  the  19th  February,  when,  for  the 
first  time,  he  was  unofficially  informed  of  the  grounds  of  con- 
test, on  which  the  contestants  seek  to  set  aside  the  election  of 
the  claimants.  That  on  the  20th  February  the  said  Brattan 
for  himself  and  by  authority  of  his  co-claimants,  engaged  the 
undersigned  as  their  counsel  to  defend  their  cause  in  this  con- 
test before  the  said  Committee;  and  their  counsel  caused  their 
counter  memorial  to  be  presented  to  the  House  on  the  23d  Feb- 
ruary, 1864.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  claimants  have 
been  guilty  of  no  neglect  in  presenting  their  defence. 

On  reference  to  the  counter  memorial  of  the  claimants  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  allegations  of  the  contestants  are  denied, 
and  full  proof  of  them  demanded.  The  cause  is  thus  at  issue  ; 
and  the  Counsel  for  the  claimants  is  informed  that  it  is  proposed 
by  some,  at  least,  of  the  Committee,  to  use  against  the  claimants, 
in  this  contest,  the  testimony  taken  in  the  contests  for  Clerk 
and  Eegister  aforesaid.  To  this,  the  Counsel  for  the  claimants, 
beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  protest. 

The  claimants  in  this  case,  were  in  no  sense  parties  or  pri- 
vies to  those  contests,  and4;he  testimony  taken  therein,  is  as  to 
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these  claiidants,  entirely  ex-parte.  That  testimony  taken  cx- 
parte  cannot  be  considered  by  the  Committee  in  an  election 
case,  is  ivell  estahlished.  See  Spaulding  vs.  Mead,  Clarice  and 
Hall,  p.  157.  • 

Although  the  statute  law  of  the  State  has  not  prescribed  the 
rules  of  proceeding  and  evidence  in  cases  of  contest  like  the 
present,  yet  it  is  most  respectfully  submitted  that  the  Commit- 
tee and  House  are  not  without  law  in  the  premises;  for  it  is  laid 
down  in  a  book  of  high  authority,  that  "the  same  general  rules 
by  which  Courts  of  law  are  governed  in  regard  to  the  evidence 
in  proceedings  before  them,  prevail  in  cases  of  controverted  ' 
elections."— C^Ms/wwgr's  Law  of  Legislative  Assemblies,  sec.  211. 

The  claimants  therefore  submit  that  the  allegations  of  the 
contestants,  as  against  these  claimants,  are  entirely  unsupport- 
ed by  any  evidence  whatever,  which  is  legally  admissible,  as 
against  them. 

It  is  considered  by  the  Committee  impracticable,  within  the 
limited  time  of  the  session  of  the  House,  to  enter  upon  the 
proper  investigation  of  this  contest,  according  to  those  "same 
general  rules  by  which  Courts  of  law  are  governed,"  the  fault 
does  not  lie  with  the  claimants,  and  it  would  be  unjust  to  them, 
that  they  should  be  prejudiced  thereby.  On  the  contrary,  it  is 
held  by  the  same  high  authority,  that  "if  a  petition  is  present- 
ed at  SQ  late  a  period  of  the  session,  that  an  investigation  can- 
not be  conveniently  had  therein,  no  further  proceedings  will,  in 
general,  be  allowed  to  take  place." — Cushing,  p.  "77 — 56. 

The  claimants  therefore  respectfully  submit,  that  in  this  case, 
no  further  proceedings  ought  to  be  allowed  to  take  place, 
whereby  their  right  to  the  office  they  hold,  shall  be,  questioned. 

THOS.  E.  BALLAED, 
DANIEL  W.  JONES,  and 
JOSEPH  BRATTON, 

by  Isaac  D.  Jones, 

theii"  Attorney. 


